MINUTES

COHASSET CITY COUNCIL MEETING
305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2016

COHASSET 7:00 P.M. REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

7:00 p.m. City Council Meeting

1. Call to Order — Mayor Greg Hagy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Greg Hagy, Councilors Dennis Blankensop (via Skype), Tim Carlson, and Jason
Tabaka

Absent with Notice: Terry Bartz

Others: Security Officer Dean Scherf

3. Resident Input: None

4. Approve Agenda: A motion was made by Carlson/Blankensop to approve the agenda as
presented. Voting in favor: Hagy, Blankensop, Carlson, and Tabaka. Voting against: None.
Absent: Bartz. Motion carried.

7:05 p.m. Public Hearing regarding a potential tax abatement for Navasota Energy.
A motion was made by Carlson/Tabaka to open the public hearing. Voting in favor: Hagy,
Blankensop, Carlson, and Tabaka. Voting against: None. Absent: Bartz. Motion carried.

Mayor Hagy reported that Navasota is planning a potential $3 million dollar facility in the Phase
Il Industrial Park. There are approximately 20 cities competing for the project and the bid will be
awarded in June. If the Cohasset site is not chosen the plant will not be built in Northern
Minnesota. Finance Director Max Peters explained the Navasota plant would add $24 million to
the tax base over a 40 year period. The City would like to provide $1.5 million tax abatement as
an economic development incentive which will hopefully make the Navasota bid more
competitive.

Mayor Hagy opened the public portion of the hearing for questions.
Jim Mahon, 36998 County Road 63, Cohasset, MN questioned if there was any cost to the
City. Peters confirmed there would be no cost to the City or taxpayers. Mahon was concerned

with potential noise. It was noted that all buildings would be insulated and the Industrial Park has
significant natural buffers in all directions.
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Mayor Hagy called three times for anyone in favor of the abatement to come forward. There was
no response. Hagy called three times for anyone opposed to the abatement to come forward.
There was no response.

A motion was made by Tabaka/Carlson to close the public portion of the meeting. Voting in
favor: Hagy, Blankensop, Carlson, and Tabaka. Voting against: None. Bartz: None. Motion
carried.

A motion was made by Carlson/Tabaka to approve a $1.5 million tax abatement. Voting in
favor: Hagy, Blankensop, Carlson, and Tabaka. Voting against: None. Absent: Bartz. Motion
carried.

5. Administration

A. Request Council Approval to Purchase Fire Truck — Fire Chief Davin Tinquist requested
Council approval for the purchase of a new fire truck and noted that it will take a year to build
the truck, so delivery would be scheduled for 2017. The price of the new truck is $554,791.00
and the old truck is worth $60,000, which brings the price of the new unit down to $494,791.00.
Finance Director Max Peters said he will do some analysis on the numbers but would like to pay
75% of the new truck up front which would entitle the City to a $15,257 discount which would
further reduce the cost. After more discussion, a motion was made by Carlson/Tabaka to
approve the order of the new truck and to pay 75% of the cost up-front. Voting in favor: Hagy,
Blankensop, Carlson, and Tabaka. Voting against: None. Absent: Bartz. Motion carried.

B. Request Council Approval to Hire two Fill-in Dance Officers — Security Officer Dean
Scherf requested Council approval to hire two back-up dance officers. Scherf noted there would
be no cost to the City since the parties renting the Community Center also pay for the dance
officers. Scherf will recruit applicants from the Hibbing Community College law enforcement
classes and noted that cadets are required to work as volunteers as part of the curriculum and it is
possible to utilize them for other City events. A motion was made by Carlson/Blankensop to
approve Scherf’s request for fill-in dance officers. Voting in favor: Hagy, Blankensop,
Carlson, and Tabaka. Voting against: None. Absent: Bartz. Motion carried.

C. Request Council Approval for Extra Sheriff’s Patrol: Scherf reported that the Itasca
County Sheriff’s Department is willing to provide extra summer coverage if Council is
interested. The cost would be $60 per hour. A motion was made by Carlson/Tabaka to approve
extra Sheriff’s patrol at a cost of $60 per hour with the time frame to be determined by Scherf.
Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz, Blankensop, Carlson, and Tabaka. Voting against: None.
Absent: Bartz. Motion carried.

D. Recommendation from Donation Committee: A motion was made by Blankensop/Carlson
to donate $200 to First Call Information and Referral per recommendation of the Donation
Committee. Voting in favor: Hagy, Blankensop, Carlson, and Tabaka. Voting against: None.
Absent: Bartz. Motion carried.

6. Miscellaneous Reports, Announcements, & FYIs: Security Officer Dean Scherf reported
that a neighborhood watch has been set up and he will be holding an informational meeting in

2 | Cohasset City Council, February 23, 2016



April. Scherf suggested an enclosure be mailed out with utility bills to inform residents and
Council verbally approved a mailing insert.

Scherf noted there were 75 calls from Cohasset to the Sheriff’s Department in February, which is
down from the previous monthly average of 100.

All matters listed under consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired,
that item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.

7. Consent Agenda

A. Approve Claims in the Amount of $227,773.86

B. Approve City Council Meeting Minutes of February 9, 2016

A motion was made by Carlson/Tabaka to approve the consent agenda and claims in the
amount of $227,773.86. Voting in favor: Hagy, Blankensop, Carlson, and Tabaka. Voting
against: None. Absent: Bartz. Motion carried.

Adjourn: Mayor Hagy adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m.
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