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1)        Call to Order: Chair Jeff Sheldon called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 

2)  Roll Call  

Voting Members Present:  Jeff Sheldon, Mike Biscardi, Dan Toewe, Randy McCarty, & Bill 

Mager 

Absent: Council Liaison Terry Bartz, Tracy Huben, and Tom Newman were absent with notice  

Non-Officio Members Present: Bernie Hillman, Senior Public Works Employee 

 

3) Review and Approve Agenda 

 Additions: #8 Financials, #9 Bill Gorman & #10 Tom Luke 

 Deletions: None 

 A motion was made by McCarty/ Toewe to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried 

unanimously.     

   

4) Approve the October 13, 2014 PUC Minutes: A motion was made by Toewe/Biscardi to 

approve the October 13, 2014 PUC minutes as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

5)  Continued Discussion on PEG Fees: Hillman stated that .75 of PEG fees go toward ICTV and 

the rest goes toward a franchise fee, which is kept in a fund in the City and which can only be 

spent on technology. Sheldon suggested finding a use within the city for spending these funds. 

Hillman stated he will find out what the parameters are for this account and how it can be legally 

spent.  

 

6) General Update on Water, Gas & Sewer: Hillman reported that the old water tower was just 

cleaned & it was recommends that the bottom valve be replaced. The new water tower will be 

drained next week and left empty for the winter. The city is also in the process of flushing 

hydrants.  

 

 Work is progressing on the natural gas line. Meters are being set every day and there are 16 lines 

to complete before winter.  
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 The main lift station upgrade should be finished by this Friday. Sewer manholes are being 

rehabbed and grouting is being done.  

 

7) Conversation Regarding Minnesota Energy Franchise: Hillman explained that the Minnesota 

Energy franchise was granted to Grand Rapids from Cohasset for running natural gas to 

Lakeview trailer park on County Road 76. This franchise expires in November 2015 and Hillman 

advised giving them notice. It was agreed that the meters will need to be replaced with radio read 

meters once the city takes over the franchise. Hillman stated he has already budgeted for this 

expense. After discussion regarding the city attorney reviewing the agreement, this item was 

tabled until the December meeting.  

 

8) Financials: Bill Mager suggested inviting Max Peters to attend a meeting to give a financial 

overview of the utilities.  

 

9) Bill Gorham – Mager requested that Gorman attend a future PUC meeting.  

 

10) Tom Luke – It was also requested that Luke attend a future meeting.  

 

 

Adjourn: Chair Jeff Sheldon adjourned the meeting at 6:33 p.m.    

 

 

Submitted by Karen Mester, Deputy Clerk 

Approved:  12/1/2014 


