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CITY OF COHASSET 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES  

305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVE, COHASSET, MINNESOTA 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 2014, 6:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order: Chair Steve Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 

2. Roll Call 

a. Voting Members Present: Steve Brown, Josh Casper, John Chell, Johnnie Fulton, Brian 

Kielpinski,  Lois Kirschbaum, & Steve Otto 

b. Absent with Notice: None 

c. Ex-Officio Members Present: Zoning Officer Greg Tuttle, & City Council Liaison Jason 

Tabaka 

d. Others Present: Steve and Dellene Schwartz 

 

3. Review and Approve Agenda 

a. Additions: None 

b. Deletions: None 

 

A motion was made by Chell/Kielpinski to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

4. Resident Input: None 

 

5. Review & Approve Planning Commission Minutes of February 5, 2014: A motion was 

made by Kielpinski/Casper to approve the February 5, 2014 minutes as presented. Motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

6.  Public Hearing (6:05 p.m.) to act on a variance request from Steve & Dellene Schwartz 

to be allowed a 28 x 56 foot single family residence no closer than 82 feet from the top of the 

bank of the Mississippi River (ordinance requires a minimum of 150 feet) for the property 

located at 185 Jackson Street (PIN# 05-535-0110 & 0150) and legally described as: 

 

Lots 1-2 and a tract of land lying South of the Mississippi River and North of Lots 1-2,  

Block 1 in the Plat of South Cohasset, Section 10, Township 55 North,  

Range 26 West, City of Cohasset, Itasca County, Minnesota. 

 

Zoning Officer Greg Tuttle reviewed the informational packet which included maps and photos, 

and fielded questions. 

 

Chair Steve Brown asked if Tuttle received any written communications regarding the variance 

request. There were none.  

 

Brown noted there was no one to ask if anyone was present to speak in favor or opposition  to the 

variance request (other than the applicants) so he would forego that process.   
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A motion was made by Fulton/Kielpinski to grant the variance request as proposed provided 

the rain gutters drain away from the river.  

The Findings of Fact were reviewed: 

 

1. Are there practical difficulties in complying with the zoning ordinance? “Practical difficulties” 

means that the property owner’s proposed improvements are reasonable (economic 

considerations alone shall not constitute practical difficulties.) 

 

Commissioner Otto felt that the variance request was reasonable because the home is the same 

size. Commissioner Casper felt the proposal is not increasing the non-conformity. 

Commissioner’s agreed unanimously.  

 

2. Are the circumstances which justify the variance unique to the property and not created by the 

applicant?   

 

Commissioner Kirschbaum said the lot was platted and small before the 150 foot river setback 

came into effect.  Commissioner’s agreed unanimously.   

 

3. If granted, will the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?   

 

Commissioner Kielpinski answered yes and added that it would be an improvement to the 

locality.  Commissioner’s agreed unanimously.   

 

4. If granted, will the variance be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the zoning 

ordinance?  

 

Commissioner Casper answered yes because it is improving the character of the neighborhood 

and the setback is increased.  Commissioners agreed unanimously.   

 

5. If granted, will the variance be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan?  

 

Commissioner Otto answered yes because it is not a bigger footprint plus it has city sewer. 

Commissioners agreed unanimously.   

 

Motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.  

 

Zoning Officer Tuttle stated there is a 15 day appeal period after which the decision becomes 

final.      

 

7. Portage Park Street Parking – This matter was sent back from City Council for further 

consideration.  After discussion, a motion was made by Brown/Chell to table this item until 

November to see how the parking goes for the 2014 season with the new speed bumps.    

 

Chair Brown adjourned the meeting at 6:42 p.m.  
 

 
Submitted by Karen Mester, Deputy Clerk 

Approved: 


