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1. Call to Order: EDA President Andy MacDonell called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  

 

2. Roll Call:  

 

Present: Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Shannon Benolken, Mitch Kellin, 

Andy Haarklau, and Max Peters  

 

Absent with Notice: None 

 

Others: None 

 

3. Review and Approve Agenda   
 

Additions: Request from Newman Chiropractic  

 

Deletions: None 

 

A motion was made by EDA member Shannon Benolken to approve the agenda with the addition of a 

request from Newman Chiropractic. Member Larry Gemmill seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA 

members Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Shannon Benolken, Andy 

Haarklau and Mitch Kellin; Voting against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

4. Resident Input: None 

 

5. Approve the November 14, 2023 EDA Joint Session Minutes 

 

Corrections to the minutes were presented as follows:  Work session item A “Kenna” should be “Canna”; 

Work session item B “Ken” should be “Kent” and Work session item B “J Gould” should be “Jay Gould”. 

 

A motion was made by Member Larry Gemmill to approve the November 14, 2023 EDA Joint Session 

Minutes.  The motion was seconded by Member Shannon Benolken.  Voting in favor: EDA members 

Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Shannon Benolken, Andy Haarklau and 

Mitch Kellin; Voting against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

6. Approve the November 21, 2023 EDA Minutes 

 

A motion was made by EDA member Mitch Kellin to approve the November 21, 2023 minutes as written. 

EDA member Rod Heller seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, Larry 
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Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Shannon Benolken, Andy Haarklau and Mitch Kellin; Voting 

against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

7. Approve December 5, 2023 meeting cancelled.  

 

8. Recommend for approval of 2023 IEDC Investment Partner Contribution 

 

IEDC Investment Partner contributes $10,000 each year.  

A motion was made by Council Liaison Andy Haarklau to approve the IEDC Investment Partner 

Contribution. EDA member Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members 

Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Shannon Benolken, Andy Haarklau and 

Mitch Kellin; Voting against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

9. Discuss Economic Development Incentive for MN Tech  

 

Information was shared about progress with MN Technologies, stating that $1M has already been spent 

on dirt work for the property, with a projected additional $1M for dirt work to get it ready to begin facility 

development. City of Cohasset is working on the next step, which is asking Itasca County to give MN 

Tech a tax abatement from year 10 - 20 for the county’s portion of the taxes. L & M was used as example 

with receiving a tax abatement for 20 years. The county will require that the EDA and City Council to 

present a formal letter or resolution of support for the MN Tech to be issued the tax abatement.  

 

A motion was made by Council Liaison Andy Haarklau to support the request for MN Technologies to 

receive a tax abatement from Itasca County. EDA member Rod Heller seconded the motion. Voting in 

favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Shannon Benolken, 

Andy Haarklau and Mitch Kellin; Voting against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

10. Approve 2024 Economic Development Meeting Schedule as attached 

 

Meetings will be held at 5:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month. 

 

 

A motion was made by City Council Liaison Andy Haarklau to approve the 2024 EDA Meeting Schedule. 

EDA member Larry Gemmill seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, 

Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Shannon Benolken, Andy Haarklau and Mitch Kellin; Voting 

against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

11. Newman Chiropractic, PC.  

 

Discussion was held regarding the intent of the loan and the rent being charged to Newman Chiropractic,  

PC.   

January 02 July 02  

February 06 August 06 

March 5 & 12  – Primary & Township Elections   

March 12 – EDA Meeting 

September 03 

April 02 October 01 

May 07 November 05 – General Election 

November 19 – EDA Meeting 

June 04 December 03 
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A motion was made by City Council Liaison Andy Haarklau to not approve the request for forgiving 

$7,500 of the Newman Chiropractic, PC. interest free loan. EDA member Larry Gemmill seconded the 

motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, 

Shannon Benolken, Andy Haarklau and Mitch Kellin; Voting against: None; Absent: None. Motion 

carried. 

 

12. EDA Financials 

A. September Financials: $429,249.02  

B. October Financials: $427,018.70 

C. November Financials: $427,140.16  

D. December Financials: $427,295.60 

E. Loan Recap 

 

A motion was made by EDA Member Shannon Benolken to approve the financials listed in agenda item 

11 A-E. EDA member Rod Heller seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, 

Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Shannon Benolken, Andy Haarklau and Mitch Kellin; Voting 

against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried. 

 

13. Miscellaneous Business and FYIs:  

 

Discussion was held about permits being granted for ICS Blackwater project.   

 
Meeting Adjourned at 5:47 p.m.  

 

2024 ATTENDANCE CHART 
 1/2/24 2/6/24 3/12/24 4/2/24 5/7/24 6/4/24 7/2/24 8/6/24 9/3/24 10/1/24 11/19/24 12/3/24 

Andy MacDonell P            

Larry Gemmill P            

Conrad Feldt P            

Max Peters P            

Rod Heller P            

Andy Haarklau P            

Mitch Kellin P            

Shannon Benolken P            

P: Present EA: Excused Absence  UA: Unexcused Absence NM: No Meeting 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Assoc. Deputy Clerk Treasurer Sarah Grunwald 

Approved: 2/6/2024 


