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 CITY OF COHASSET 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE, COHASSET, MINNESOTA 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2019 – 6:00 P.M. 

 
1. Call Meeting to Order: Chair Steve Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 

2. Roll Call 

a. Voting Members Present: Steve Brown, Johnnie Fulton, Steve Otto, Gary Wheelock 

b. Absent with Notice: Josh Casper, Steve Lavalier, and Lesley Kleveter 

c. Absent without Notice: None 

d. Ex-Officio Members Present: Zoning Officer Greg Tuttle, Security Officer Dean Scherf,  

City Council Liaisons Mary Flinck and Jason Tabaka, and City Attorney John Licke 

e. Others Present: Jeff Davies, Dan Prica, Danny Prica, Mike Hartje, and Charlotte 

McDermott 

 

3. Review and Approve the Agenda 

a. Additions: FYI item 8: Sound System 

b. Deletions: None 

 

A motion was made by Wheelock/Fulton to approve the agenda as amended. Voting in favor:  

Brown, Fulton, Otto, and Wheelock; Voting against: None; Absent: Casper, Lavalier, and 

Kleveter; Motion carried.  

 

4. Elect 2019 Chair and Vice-Chair: A motion was made by Otto/Fulton to retain Brown as 

Chair and a motion was made by Brown/Fulton to retain Otto as Vice-Chair for 2019. Voting 

on both motions in favor:  Brown, Fulton, Otto, and Wheelock; Voting against: None; Absent: 

Casper, Lavalier, and Kleveter; Motion carried.  

 

5. Resident Input: None    

 

6. Review and Approve Planning Commission Minutes of December 5, 2018: A motion was 

made by Otto/Brown to approve the December 5, 2018 Planning Commission minutes as 

written/presented. Voting in favor:  Brown, Fulton, Otto, and Wheelock; Voting against: 

None; Absent: Casper, Lavalier, and Kleveter; Motion carried.  

 

7.  6:05 Public Hearing to consider City Council amendments to Ordinance #49 regulating live-

a-board watercraft and licensing of related mooring facilities: 

 

Chair Steve Brown opened the public hearing and Zoning Officer Greg Tuttle summarized the 

informational packet including the proposed amendments. Chair Steve Brown called for 

questions and Mike Hartje and Charlotte McDermott both requested some clarification in the 

ordinance language.  
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Chair Steve Brown called three time for anyone in favor of the proposed ordinance amendment 

to come forward.  

 

Charlotte McDermott, 317 Woodland Drive, Grand Rapids, MN stated she is in favor of the 

proposed ordinance amendments.  

 

Jeff Davies, 2821 Old Golf Course Road, Grand Rapids, MN stated he supports the proposed 

ordinance amendments also.  

 

Chair Brown called three times for anyone opposed to the proposed amendments to come 

forward.  

 

Mike Hartje, 2904 Golf Course Road, Grand Rapids, MN stated he is not in support of the 

proposed ordinance amendments.  

 

Brown called twice more for anyone opposed to the proposed amendments to come forward. 

There was no respond. Zoning Officer Tuttle reported he received no communications regarding 

the issue. Brown called for questions. 

  

City Attorney John Licke questioned the legal definition of the word “person.” After discussion 

it was agreed to omit the legal definition of person in the ordinance.  

 

Otto/Fulton agreed to include the omission of the legal definition of person in their motion.  

 

Mike Hartje asked if Drumbeater Island is in Cohasset City limits. Tuttle indicated that only the 

north half of the island is in the Cohasset City limits. 

 

Brown closed the public portion of the hearing.  

 

A motion was made by Otto/Fulton to recommend that the Cohasset City Council amend 

Ordinance No. 49 as proposed (in the packet) along with changes agreed to at the meeting.  

Summary of all changes (proposed in the packet and others agreed to at the meeting) as 

follows: 

1. Section 1. Definitions: 

a. Delete definition of “Lot of Record”. 

b. Change all “lakeshore” to “shoreline”. 

c. Within definition of Mooring facility change “minimum of (100) feet on the 

Mississippi River and a minimum of 200 feet on Pokegama Lake and any other 

public water body” to “minimum of one hundred (100) feet on any public water 

body”. 

d. Delete definition “Person”. 

2. Section 4. Mooring: 

a. Change “No more than one houseboat or live-a-board watercraft per two hundred 

(200) feet of shoreline) shall be moored in a mooring facility at any one time; 

provided however, that one (1) additional houseboat or live-a-board watercraft may 

be moored for up to fourteen (14) consecutive days or a maximum of thirty (30) 
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days in a calendar year;” to “Any such property owner, who owns a single 

shoreline lot, and any adjacent or adjoining shoreline lots, which must be 

aggregated for the purpose of this Ordinance, shall have the right to moor one (1) 

houseboat or live-a-board watercraft in the related mooring facility at any one time 

provided that one (1) additional houseboat or live-a-board watercraft may be 

moored at any one time for up to fourteen (14) consecutive days or a maximum of 

thirty (30) days in a calendar year;”. 

b. Add after the end of the last sentence in section 4 “and provided further that, in the 

event that such property owner has four hundred (400) feet or more of shoreline 

(riparian lot width), the owner may moor one (1) additional houseboat or live-a-

board watercraft in the related mooring facility at any one time for up to fourteen 

(14) consecutive days or a maximum of thirty (30) days in a calendar year.  As set 

forth above, no more than three (3) houseboats or live-a-board watercraft, or 

combination thereof, may be moored in the related mooring facility at any one time.  

A permit is not required for the mooring of the first houseboat or live-a-board 

watercraft, but the mooring of any additional houseboat or live-a-board watercraft 

shall require a permit approved and issued, without charge, by the City Council or 

their designee in connection with the licensing of the mooring facility as set forth 

in section 5 below.”. 

3. Section 5 Licensing of Mooring Facility: 

a. After “shall make application in writing to the City” add “Council”. 

b. After “and filed with the City Clerk” add “or City Council designee”. 

c. After “contemplated.  The City Clerk” add “or City Council designee”. 

4. Section 6 Violations and Enforcement: 

a. Change the beginning of the first sentence from “Any person, firm, or 

corporation that violates” to “Any owner of shoreline property or other person 

that violates”. 

 

A roll call vote was taken: Otto: yes; Fulton: yes; Wheelock: yes; Brown: yes. Motion carried.  

 

8. FYI 

a) 2019 meeting and site visit schedules were distributed.  

b) Comp Plan Update: The City is in the process of choosing a vendor for the update.  

c) Sound System: ICTV has approved the update of the sound system in City Council chambers. 

This item will go to City Council.  

 

Chair Steve Brown adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
Submitted by Deputy Clerk Karen Blair 

Approved:  


