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1. Call to Order: EDA President Andy MacDonell called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
 
2. Roll Call:  
 
Present: Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Mitch Kellin, and Max Peters  
 
Absent----: Shannon Benolken and Andy Haarklau 
 
Others: None 
 
3. Review and Approve Agenda   
 
Additions: None 
 
Deletions: None 
 
A motion was made by EDA member Larry Gemmill to approve the agenda as written. EDA member 
Rod Heller seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod 
Heller, Conrad Feldt, and Mitch Kellin; Voting against: None; Absent: Shannon Benolken and Andy 
Haarklau. Motion carried. 
 
4. Resident Input: None 
 
5. Approve the January 2, 2024 EDA Minutes 
 
A motion was made by EDA member Mitch Kellin to approve the January 2, 2024 minutes as written. 
EDA member Larry Gemmill seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, 
Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, and Mitch Kellin; Voting against: None; Absent: Shannon 
Benolken and Andy Haarklau. Motion carried. 
 
6. Meeting Attendance Payroll  
 
Requesting approval of the 2023 meeting attendance payroll. 2023 meeting attendance payments will be 
available following this meeting. Members are required to sign at the time of payment. Any absent EDA 
members can pick up their payments in the City Office. Monday-Friday 8 – 4:30pm. 
 
A motion was made by EDA member Rod Heller to approve the 2023 meeting attendance payroll. EDA 
member Conrad Feldt seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, Larry 
Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, and Mitch Kellin; Voting against: None; Absent: Shannon 
Benolken and Andy Haarklau. Motion carried. 
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7. 2024 Meeting Schedule  
 
Requesting correction to March meeting date, March 5 and 12, 2024 are unavailable meeting dates, due to 
Primary and Township Elections. EDA meeting for March has been tentatively rescheduled for Monday, 
March 11, 2024.  
 
There was discussion for whether July 2, 2024 would be a good meeting date, but all agreed to stay as it is.  
 

 
A motion was made by EDA member Mitch Kellin to approve the 2024 meeting schedule as attached 
above. EDA member Larry Gemmill seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy 
MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, and Mitch Kellin; Voting against: None; Absent: 
Shannon Benolken and Andy Haarklau. Motion carried. 
 
8. Pricing Discussion  
 
City Administrator Max Peters, presented the need to discuss a reasonable price for Parcel No. 05-442-
0340, because 80% is wetland. Max proceeded with that the lot is between Morten and Iseman, and that 
Morten is trying to bring in more storage. Andy MacDonell shared that if the land is sold for a low cost, the 
City will not provide any land prep. There were pros and cons discussed on this parcel of land. There is a 
20-30 ft. elevation change from whitetail to foxtail. Andy MacDonell figured it would cost at least $100k 
to get all permits and clearing of the land. Mitch Kellin indicated if Morten would be looking at adding an 
additional building next to the existing one, it would help improve the tax base. It was agreed that the City 
should ask Morten how much they would be willing to pay and we’ll go from there.  
 
9. MN Tech Tax Abatement Resolution  
 
Requesting a motion from the City of Cohasset Economic Development Authority to support Resolution 
2024-EDA-01 supporting an Itasca County Property Tax Abatement for MN Technologies. Max said Itasca 
County needs a formal approval from the EDA and City Council for MN Technologies to receive the Tax 
Abatement.  
 
A motion was made by EDA member Larry Gemmill to approve Resolution 2024-EDA-01 Itasca County 
Property Tax Abatement for MN Technologies. EDA member Mitch Kellin seconded the motion. Voting 
in favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, and Mitch Kellin; 
Voting against: None; Absent: Shannon Benolken and Andy Haarklau. Motion carried. 
 
 
10. EDA Financials 

A. EDA November Financials: $427,140.16 – acknowledged 01/02/2024 
B. EDA December Financials: $400,181.85 – acknowledged 01/02/2024 
C. EDA January Financials: $399,725.20 
D. Loan Recap 

January 02 July 02  
February 06 August 06 
March 11 – Changed September 03 
April 02 October 01 
May 07 November 19 - Changed 
June 04 December 03 
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Discussion was held about only needing two months of financials for the meeting. 

 
A motion was made by EDA member Rod Heller to approve EDA financials. EDA member Mitch Kellin 
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, 
Conrad Feldt, and Mitch Kellin; Voting against: None; Absent: Shannon Benolken and Andy Haarklau. 
Motion carried. 
 
11. Miscellaneous Business and FYIs:  
 
The trailer park on 5th avenue was up for discussion. Andy MacDonell and Max Peters have talked to the 
owner of the trailer park and she has requested the City to pick what price they’d pay for the trailer park. 
7 of the trailers are owned by the park and pay lot rent, 1 of the trailers is privately owned and just pays 
lot rent. Further research with the City Attorney is necessary to figure out next steps on this.  
 
Max Peters shared that all Blackwater bids for dredging where received today. The bids turned out to be 
extremely favorable and will be recommended to move forward for City Council approval. Max Peters 
said currently we’re putting out an RFP to try and reach a private developer.  
 
The Grand Rapids Amateur Hockey Association (GRAHA) wants to fund a new ice rink in Cohasset. 
Max Peters said the question right now is what sort of ice rink should be built and stated the estimated 
time of completion would be at least 2025-26 season. Max Peters added that we do not have plan to 
receive bonding money this year, so we need to see where we’ll be at financially. An EDA member 
suggested the idea of an enclosed multipurpose field that could be used for soccer, baseball, etc. which 
could be provided for a much lower cost, with a higher success rate. Max Peters says the justification for 
the ice rink was due to the supporting of a hotel. Members spoke on how much business can be brought in 
with having an ice rink for tournaments. This is all still in the works with no final decisions made, at this 
time.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:52 p.m.  
 
 

2024 ATTENDANCE CHART 
 1/2/24 2/6/24 3/11/24 4/2/24 5/7/24 6/4/24 7/2/24 8/6/24 9/3/24 10/1/24 11/19/24 12/3/24 

Andy MacDonell P P           
Larry Gemmill P P           

Conrad Feldt P P           
Max Peters P P           
Rod Heller P P           

Andy Haarklau P UA           
Mitch Kellin P P           

Shannon Benolken P EA           

P: Present EA: Excused Absence  UA: Unexcused Absence NM: No Meeting 
 
Submitted by: Assoc. Deputy Clerk Treasurer Sarah Grunwald 
Approved: 04/02/2024 


