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5:30 p.m. Open City Council Work Session: Mayor Greg Hagy called the City Council work 

session to order. Kent Koerbitz, ICS Consulting was present to review financial information and 

provide an update on the status of the Cohasset School. Both the east and west elementary 

schools located in Grand Rapids came in over budget. The Cohasset School was bid was done 

last and the numbers were 19% higher across the board. The School District requested that the 

contractors itemize the amounts for the City and School portions of the Cohasset project. It was 

noted there is some asbestos abatement included in the cost and this item will be paid for by the 

School District. The cost for the daycare portion of the Community Center were high due to 

requirements that are State mandated, such as three foot wide doors, etc. The cost of the heating 

system in the senior citizen center portion was also more costly than anticipated.  

 

Finance Director Max Peters explained that the City estimated a cost of $256 per square foot 

(approximately $3 million dollars.) The City received half a million dollars in grants which 

brought the total cost to the City down to $2.5 million. Due to higher numbers than anticipated 

the project is now estimated at over $3.5 million and the additional amount due from the City is 

half a million dollars, not including contingency costs. This amount has been budgeted for by the 

City.  The School District is willing to work with the City to reduce costs. After discussion 

Koerbitz was thanked for his time. The new Cohasset School/Community Center is scheduled to 

open September 2020.  

 

6:00 p.m. Itasca County Collaboration/Coalition of District 1 Cities and Townships: 

Discussion was held regarding collaborating with Itasca County and a potential new coalition 

involving District one Cities and Townships.   

 

1. Call to Order: Mayor Greg Hagy called the Cohasset City Council meeting to order at 7:00 

p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Terry Bartz, Tim Carlson, Mary Flinck, Greg Hagy, and Jason Tabaka   

Absent with Notice: None 

Non Officio Members: Finance Manager Max Peters, Zoning Officer Greg Tuttle, & Security 

Officer Dean Scherf 

Others: Nate Benson 
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3. Resident Input: None 

 

4. Approve Agenda 

Additions: Item F) 2019 Summer Help Positions 

Deletions: None 

 

A motion was made by Tabaka/Flinck to approve the agenda as amended. Voting in favor: 

Bartz, Carlson, Flinck, Hagy, and Tabaka; Voting against: None; Absent: None. Motion 

carried.  

 

7:05 p.m. Public Hearing to Amend Gas Line Easement Agreement: Mayor Greg Hagy 

called the public hearing to order at 7:05 p.m.  

 

Zoning Officer Greg Tuttle explained the purpose of the public hearing is to consider amending 

Ordinance #11 Regulating Public Utilities for the City of Cohasset Section 11.08 regarding gas 

line easements and adopting revised utility account application form to include the following 

language:   

 

I also understand I must grant to the City a gas line easement on, over or under my own property 

and must obtain, at my own expense, any gas line easements upon any other person’s property 

which are necessary or desirable to provide me with gas service, all in the location, form, and  

substance required by the City. 

 

City Attorney John Licke recommended the amendments and called for questions.  

 

A motion was made by Carlson/Flinck to approve the amendment to Ordinance #11 

Regulating Public Utilities for the City of Cohasset Section 11.08.  Voting in favor: Bartz, 

Carlson, Flinck, Hagy, and Tabaka; Voting against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried.  

 

Mayor Hagy closed the public hearing portion of the meeting.  

 

5. Administration 

A. Fire Fighter Trainees: Fire Chief Davin Tinquist requested Council approval to extend an 

offer of employment to the fire fighter trainees listed below for a period of 12 months with a start 

date of May 7, 2019:  

 

 Patrick Doell 

 Jason Guerrero 

 Mike Soule 

 

All candidate have successfully completed the testing/hiring process and have passed 

background checks. The offer will be contingent upon completion of the required medical 

examination.  A motion was made by Bartz/Flinck to approve an offer of employment to the 

above named fire fighter trainees with a start date of May 7, 2019 as outlined above. Voting in 
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favor: Bartz, Carlson, Flinck, Hagy, and Tabaka; Voting against: None; Absent: None. 

Motion carried.  

 

B. Furnace Replacement and Budget Amendment: A motion was made by Bartz/Carlson to 

accept a quote in the amount of approximately $8000 from Aspire Heating for new furnaces at 

the Cohasset Community Center, as well as a budget amendment from the 100 - General Fund 

using existing reserves. Voting in favor: Bartz, Carlson, Flinck, Hagy, and Tabaka; Voting 

against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried. It was noted that two new furnaces are needed 

and the $8000 amount is per furnace.  

 

C. Special Event Permit for Benson Bog Days: Zoning Officer Greg Tuttle presented a request 

from Nate Benson for a Special Event permit for Benson Bog Days to be held at 27933 Sunset 

Point Road - June 21-23, 2019. Nate Benson was present to explain the event and request the 

permit. After discussion a motion was made by Tabaka/Flinck to approve a special event 

permit for Benson Bog Days as outlined above with the deletion of an $800 damage deposit 

requirement. Voting in favor: Bartz, Carlson, Flinck, Hagy, and Tabaka; Voting against: 

None; Absent: None. Motion carried.  

 

D. Select Consultant/Establish Steering Committee for the Cohasset Comprehensive Plan 

Update: Zoning Officer Greg Tuttle explained that the normal life expectancy of a 

comprehensive plan is five years and the last Cohasset Comprehensive Plan update was done is 

2013. A list of qualified firms for the update project was obtained from the League of Minnesota 

Cities. After contacting eight consultants, Tuttle recommended KLJ engineering (Joel Quanbeck) 

as they meet all of Cohasset’s criteria. KLJ Engineering’s fee for the update is $15,000. After 

discussion, a motion was made by Bartz/Carlson to approve the quote from KLJ Engineering 

in the amount of $15,000 to update the Cohasset Comprehensive update. Voting in favor: 

Bartz, Carlson, Flinck, Hagy, and Tabaka; Voting against: None; Absent: None. Motion 

carried.  

 

Discussion was held on the establishment of a steering committee. Members of City Staff and 

various boards and commissions will be included. Any City Resident who would like to belong 

to the steering committee should contact Zoning Officer Greg Tuttle at 218-328-6225, ext. 15. 

Also, a public forum will be held at a future date to gather public input.  

 

E. Community Center Bid: A motion was made by Bartz/Flinck to approve the Cohasset 

Community Center/Daycare bid in the amount of $3,548,764 with a contingency of 3% for an 

additional $94,485. Voting in favor: Bartz, Carlson, Flinck, Hagy, and Tabaka; Voting 

against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried. Finance Director Max Peters explained that this 

item has been budgeted for and the City also received half a million dollars in grant monies.  

 

F. 2019 Summer Help Positions: A motion was made by Tabaka/Flinck to approve Caden 

Nelson and Micah Cole for 2019 part time temporary summer public works employees at a 

rate of $12 per hour. Voting in favor: Bartz, Carlson, Flinck, Hagy, and Tabaka; Voting 

against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried.  
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6. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs:  

 

 The Board of Appeals meeting will be held at the Cohasset Community Center on 

Wednesday, May 1, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.  

 

 Security Officer Dean Scherf announced that the Itasca County camera project is 

progressing. Scherf reminded residents to park in designated areas at Portage Park. There 

is a City ordinance prohibiting parking at the boat access landing. There are two blight 

situations in the City and Scherf is working with City Attorney John Dimich to resolve 

them.    

  

All matters listed under consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by 

one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that 

item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  

 

7. Consent Agenda  

A. Approve Claims in the Amount of $150,401.42 

B. Approve the April 9, 2019 City Council Minutes 

C. Acknowledge March 5, 2019 EDA Minutes 

D. Acknowledge Cemetery Deed for Gary & Brenda Ruesink 

 

A motion was made by Flinck/Carlson to approve the consent agenda and claims in the 

amount of $150,401.42. Voting in favor: Bartz, Carlson, Flinck, Hagy, and Tabaka; Voting 

against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried.  

 

Adjourn: Mayor Greg Hagy adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 
Submitted by Deputy Clerk Karen Blair 

Approved:  05/14/2019 

 

 


