MINUTES

COHASSET ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
305 NW FIRST AVENUE, COHASSET, MN 55721
TUESDAY, MAY 7, 2024 - 5:00 P.M.

CITY OF
COHASSET

1. Call to Order: Executive Director, Max Peters, called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call:

Present: EDA President, Andy MacDonell, Members, Andy Haarklau, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad
Feldt, Mitch Kellin, Shannon Benolken and Max Peters

Absent with Notice:

Others: None

3. Review and Approve Agenda
Additions: None

Deletions: None

A motion was made by EDA member Rod Heller to approve the agenda as written. EDA member Larry
Gemmill seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod
Heller, Conrad Feldt, Andy Haarklau Mitch Kellin and Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None;
Absent: None. Motion carried.

4. Resident Input:

Resident and EDA Member, Larry Gemmill, brought forward the concern of a City owned property with
a home on it used for SWAT training and a planned controlled burn. The garage door is open and Larry is
concerned that there could be suspicious activity that could come of the area. Max Peters suggested
boarding up the garage door as soon as possible.

Resident and EDA Member, Rod Heller, asked what the City is doing regarding recreational marijuana
laws and use within the City. Max Peters responded that there is correspondence between Mayor Andy
MacDonell and City Attorney, John Licke regarding the use of recreational marijuana in the City. It
would need to be brought to City Council to be finalized.

5. Approve the April 2, 2024 EDA Minutes

A motion was made by EDA member Shannon Benolken to approve the April 2, 2024 minutes as written
with modifications to spelling under Item 5 and Item 6 motions and wording under Miscellaneous
Business and FYI’s. EDA member Mitch Kellin seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members
Andy MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Andy Haarklau Mitch Kellin and Shannon
Benolken; Voting against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried.

1| Cohasset EDA, May 7, 2024



6. IEDC Funding Request

A motion was made by EDA member Andy Haarklau to approve the IEDC Funding Request in the
amount of $2,500.00 to the Thrive up North Partner Contribution and to further review timelines for
requests. EDA member Larry Gemmill seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy
MacDonell, Larry Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Andy Haarklau Mitch Kellin and Shannon
Benolken; Voting against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried.

7. EDA Financials
A. EDA January Financials: $399,738.78
B. EDA February Financials: $399,895.60
C. EDA March Financials: $400,045.12
D. Loan Recap

A motion was made by EDA member Rod Heller to approve the financials as submitted. EDA member
Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: EDA members Andy MacDonell, Larry
Gemmill, Rod Heller, Conrad Feldt, Andy Haarklau Mitch Kellin and Shannon Benolken; Voting
against: None; Absent: None. Motion carried.

8. Miiscellaneous Business and FYI’s

Max Peters included that the City received a notification from the Department of Revenue on its Energy
Transition Aid Program. The program starts at $452,000.00 in year one, the next 20 years following will
drop 5% each year until it hits zero.

There was discussion held regarding possibilities of an area at Tioga Beach reserved for food vendors or

leasing to a restaurant but there will need to be more discussion and ideas to move forward with adding to
this area.

Meeting Adjourned at 5:41 p.m.

2024 ATTENDANCE CHART

1/2/24 | 2/6/24 | 3/11/24 | 4/2/24 | 5/7/24 | 6/4/124 | 7/2/24 | 8/6/24 | 9/3/24 | 10/1/24 | 11/19/24 | 12/3/24
Andy MacDonell P P NM P P
Larry Gemmill P P NM P P
Conrad Feldt P P NM P P
Max Peters P P NM P P
Rod Heller P P NM P P
Andy Haarklau P UA NM EA P
Mitch Kellin P P NM P P
Shannon Benolken P EA NM P P

P: Present EA: Excused Absence UA: Unexcused Absence NM: No Meeting

Submitted by: Deputy Clerk, Emma Petermeier

Approved: 6/4/2024
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