MINUTES

COHASSET CITY COUNCIL

305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE

TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2022

7:00 P.M. REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COHASSET

7:00 p.m. City Council Meeting

1. Call to Order: Mayor Hagy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge
of Allegiance

2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Greg Hagy, Councilors Terry Bartz, Tim Carlson, Tom Sutherland and Andy
Haarklau

Absent:

Non-Officio Members: Max Peters; Director of Finance, Dean Scherf; Security Officer.

Other: Zoning Officers, Greg Tuttle and Tony Valtinson. Resident, Charles Nelson. Lisa Warren
and Gordon Warren.

3. Resident Input: None

4. Approve Agenda

Additions: None

Deletion: None

A motion was made by Bartz/Carlson to approve Agenda. Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz,
Hermel and Sutherland. Voting against: None; Absent: None: Motion carried.

7:05 p.m. Public Hearing RE: Annexation Rezone and Campground / RV Park

Mayor Hagy opened the first public hearing regarding the Annexation Rezone giving the floor to
Zoning Officer, Greg Tulttle.

Tuttle said this Request for City Council Action is to hold a public hearing to act on the Planning
Commission recommendation to rezone the recently annexed unorganized territory of Deer Lake
to heavy industrial. Legally described as the part of section 31 lying southerly of Trunk Highway
No. 2 right of way and easterly of State Highway No. 6 right of way and the part of section 32
lying southerly of Trunk Highway No. 2 right of way all in Township 56 North, Range 26 West,
Itasca County, Minnesota.

Tuttle went through the City Council packet on this item. Tuttle indicated the recently annexed
area to be rezoned is lying south of Highway 2, east of Highway 6, and north of the northerly
boundary of Cohasset. Property owners within 1500 feet of the annexed area were notified of the
public hearing and all the property owners within the annexed area were notified. Notice of the
public hearing was also posted at the Cohasset City Hall and published in the Herald Review.
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Tuttle said Minnesota Power owns all the land bordering the annexed area to the south and is
zoned as Heavy Industrial. The annexed area is recommended from the Planning Commission to
be zoned Heavy Industrial as well.

Tuttle further explained the Zoning Ordinance indicates that within 90 days after the land was
annexed, the city may elect to rezone that property. It is indicated that it is appropriate to rezone
requested annexation to Heavy Industrial as a continuation of the Heavy Industrial zoning to the
south.

Tuttle said the rezoning needs to be consistent with the comprehensive plan. The 2013
Comprehensive Plan (handed out before the meeting) focuses on growing a tax base of industrial
and commercial properties. Rezoning the annexed area to Heavy Industrial fits with the 2013
Comprehensive Plan.

Mayor Hagy asked if the intention of the annexation was to provide space for a rail spur, and that
was confirmed by Tuttle.

Tuttle said the justification for the proposed rezoning is okay for the staff to present at a later
meeting.

Zoning Officer Tony Valtinson received communication from Stephen Stanek and Theresa
Stanek who abut the annexed property to the west and live out of town and unable to make the
meeting tonight. They wanted to let the City know that they were in favor of the rezone.

Mayor Hagy asked three times for those opposed to the rezoning and three times for those in
favor of the rezoning. No one in the audience spoke up either for or against the rezoning.

A motion was made by Haarklau/Sutherland to approve Annexation Rezone. Voting in favor:
Hagy, Bartz, Carlson, Sutherland and Haarklau. Voting against: None; Absent: None Motion
carried.

Mayor Hagy closed the public hearing regarding the Annexation Rezone.

Mayor Hagy opens the second public hearing regarding the allowance of Campground/RV Park
in the General Business zone district as a Conditional Use giving the floor to Zoning Officer,
Greg Tuttle.

Tuttle presents the request for City Council action to conduct a public hearing to act on Planning
Commission recommendation to amend the Zoning Ordinance section 10.081 use tables to allow
campground and RV Park in the General Business Zone District as a Conditional Use. Tuttle
went through the City Council packet on this item.

Tuttle explained that Charles Nelson the owner of the mini storage lying south of Highway 2 and
the railroad tracks in Beier Addition, submitted a letter as a potential applicant for a
Campground/RV Park due to the future construction projects in the area and the need for places
for the construction workers to stay. In the letter Mr. Nelson indicates within his mini storage
property he has room for Campground/RV Park. The zoning ordinance use tables revealed that
Campground/RV Park is prohibited in the General Business zone district. If the Council should
approve the Planning Commission recommendation allowing a Campground/RV Park as a
conditional use, Mr. Nelson would have to go through the conditional use process. It is further
explained that the City has wanted to do a Campground/RV Park for a long time, there was no
right place to proceed.

Mayor Hagy explains at one time the city was looking at Portage Park as a spot to see if it could
be possible, and it was never pursued.

Tuttle continues to explain the justification for allowing a Campground/RV park in General
Business as a Conditional Use is okay for the staff to present at a later meeting.
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The proposed site is probably more appropriate than any other site in Cohasset where its location
would not be in a residential area and served by city water and sewer. Tuttle asks Mr. Nelson the
amount of sites he would be planning, Mr. Nelson indicates 20 to 24 sites. The sites would have
water, sewer and electric. Three or four of the sites being a pull through.

Mayor Hagy remarked that bigger campers may have troubles turning off Highway 2 and being
stuck possibly between Highway 2 and the tracks and may have to go up to Highway 62 to wait
to get across the tracks.

Tuttle explains that a road re-design for Highway 2 may be necessitated at a later date because of
the downtown marina hotel traffic.

Lisa Warren asked why this property was not approved for a Campground/RV Park?

Tuttle said that the zoning ordinance was set up in 1992 and that the change would be to allow a
Campground/RV Park in all of the downtown.

Mayor Hagy added that uses come up that are prohibited and the question is whether it fits with
city zoning and if there are changes that need to be made.

Tuttle added the Zoning Ordinance is an evolving tool to accommodate changes.

Members of the audience, Kayleigh Svoboda and Terry Carpenter state that they would be for
the Campground/RV Park and it is a great idea.

Councilor Tom Sutherland indicated the Army Corp Campground is always full.

A motion was made by Haarklau/Sutherland to approve Campground/RV Park in General
Business. Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz, Carlson, Sutherland and Haarklau. Voting against:
None; Absent: None Motion carried.

Mayor Hagy closes the Public Hearing Regarding the Campground/RV Park.

5. Administration

A. Request Public Hearing date for June 28, 2022 for Resorts and Athletic Facilities

A motion was made by Carlson/Haarklau to approve Request to set Public Hearing date for
June 28, 2022 for Resorts and Athletic Facilities. Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz, Carlson,
Sutherland and Haarklau. Voting against: None; Absent: None Motion carried.

B. Guile Lake Road - Lisa Warren & Gordon Warren

25788 Guile Lake Road, Cohasset, MN 55721

Lisa presents that at the time they built back in 2016, they were told that the Guile Lake Road
would be a minimum maintenance road, which turned out to be a zero maintenance road. We
have invested $10,000.00 into the road and another $10,000.00 by their neighbors towards the
repair and maintenance of the road. This does not include insurance, repairs, maintenance and
machines.

Lisa explains there was emergency work that needed to be done and they could not get in or out
of the road, which was paid for by the people living on Guile Lake Road. This road is also a
public access to the boat landing, meaning the public can access Guile Lake down the road to the
landing and we have to pay for any damage as well as ordinary repairs needed.

Sutherland asks what the distance of Guile Lake road is in feet.

Mayor Hagy adds the total measurement of the road is approximately 8500 feet.

There was further discussion about the neighbors and who is or is not a fulltime resident.

Lisa and Gordon further explain there are logging companies that try to access forest land and do
not realize the road is not maintained.
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Mayor Hagy further explains that the original agreement with the developer was to bring the
road up to spec. with the city, requiring a 4 ton road. Then the city would pave with bituminous
and maintain the road.

Lisa adds that the estimate she received from Rob’s Bob Cat was for $28,000.00 to $30,500.00.
Mayor Hagy presents the estimate the city has received to bring the road up to proper spec. for
the length of Guile Lake Road is $250,000.00.

There was further discussion of easements and property lines where the road and the access are
located.

Bartz make a suggestion to table this topic, bringing it back to a work session to discuss further
information on what is the status of the road.

Mayor Hagy adds that he would be in favor of the work session involving City Engineer, Bob
Beaver to discuss the road.

Sutherland mentions that finding the Easement to the property lines would allow the city to find
who the road belongs to, be it the city or the county. Itasca County may be liable for the road
maintenance.

Tuttle adds the Zoning Officers will do research, suggests getting the Land Department, the DNR
and the City Engineer involved.

City Council and the Warrens agree to schedule a work session to further discuss the Guile Lake
Road maintenance.

C. Boxwood and Vine — Potted Gardens

A motion was made by Carlson/Haarklau to approve Potted Gardens by Boxwood and Vine in
the amount of $2,115.00. Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz, Carlson, Sutherland and Haarklau.
Voting against: None; Absent: None Motion carried.

D. Safety Glasses Allowance

A motion was made by Bartz/Haarklau to approve Safety glasses allowance for the Vision
Plan Premium. Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz, Carlson, Sutherland and Haarklau. Voting
against: None; Absent: None Motion carried.

E. Requesting Authorization for Tioga Merchandise Change Fund

A motion was made by Haarklau/Sutherland to approve Mindy Smith as custodian to Tioga
Merchandise fund Resolution 2022-17. Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz, Carlson, Sutherland and
Haarklau. Voting against: None; Absent: None Motion carried.

F. Request to hire three Part-time Public Workers

A motion was made by Haarklau/Carlson to approve the hiring of part-time Public Workers,
Luke Roy, Kennedy Hanson and Nikolas Casper at the rate of $15.00 per hour dependent
upon a successful background check and drug test. Starting dates are to be determined. Voting
in favor: Hagy, Bartz, Carlson, Sutherland and Haarklau. Voting against: None; Absent:
None Motion carried.
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G. Security — Key code devices

Discussion was had on the type of device to be installed on the two sites. Further discussion will
be had at a later date to get the details on the security devices that will be installed at the Public
Works buildings.

A motion was made by Sutherland/Haarklau to approve Key code devices from American
Eagle Security Systems in the amount of $5225.00. Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz, Carlson,
Sutherland and Haarklau. Voting against: None; Absent: None Motion carried.

H. Industrial Park Gas Main Completion — Updated Estimates

A motion was made by Carlson/Sutherland to approve updated estimate from Bluesky
Daylighting & Groebner in the amount of $69,703.23. Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz, Carlson,
Sutherland and Haarklau. Voting against: None; Absent: None Motion carried.

I. Requesting Approval of Blackwater Banks Development Agreement

Finance Director, Max Peters presents F.l. Salter and Iron Rock Development as the master
developers for the project. The City is moving forward with the EAW, obtaining final permits
and formalizing the agreement with the developer.

A motion was made by Bartz/Haarklau to approve Blackwater Banks Development
Agreement. Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz, Carlson, Sutherland and Haarklau. Voting against:
None; Absent: None Motion carried.

J. Blackwater Banks — Phase 2

Finance Director, Max Peters presents that Phase 1 was the original preliminary engineering.
Phase 2 is what was completed in the last 12-18 months to allow permit ready for the developer
to come in. The amendments in Phase 2 are extensions to allow completion and become ready
for permitting the project.

A motion was made by Bartz/Sutherland to approve Phase 2 of Blackwater Banks Voting in
favor: Hagy, Bartz, Carlson, Sutherland and Haarklau. Voting against: None; Absent: None
Motion carried.

6. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs:

Security Officer, Dean Scherf reports the City installed new cameras at Portage Park allowing
surveillance on the ball fields, entrance coming into the fields and concession stand. The boat
landing is not in view yet of the cameras, but that is something that is being worked on.
Mayor Hagy received a complaint that there were people parking in the boat landing area.
Scherf explains that there are new signs in place that indicate boat landing parking only, and
tickets have been issued tonight for those that were parked in the landing area. It is reiterated
every year to please park in the parking lot.

Scherf adds that he and Public Works Supervisor, Walter Shadley have discussed installing a few
more cameras around City Hall and the old shop possibly more at the new shop. Cameras are
fairly inexpensive.

A free appreciation lunch will be held at the Cohasset Community Center from 11:00-2:00 p.m.

on Memorial Day (Monday, May 30, 2022) for area Vets and their spouses. Thank you for your
service!
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The City of Cohasset Office & Shop will be closed Monday, May 30, 2022 in observance of
Memorial Day.

All matters listed under consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that
item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.

7. Consent Agenda

A. Approve Claims in the Amount of $231,907.04

B. Approve the May 10, 2022 City Council Minutes

C. Acknowledge Cemetery Deed for Stan & Dawn Hager

A motion was made by Carlson/Haarklau to approve the consent agenda and claims in the
amount of $231,907.04. Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz, Carlson, Sutherland and Haarklau.
Voting against: None; Absent: None Motion carried.

Adjourn: Mayor Hagy adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.

Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Crystal Jarvi
Approved: 06/14/2022
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