A7 MINUTES
i COHASSET CITY COUNCIL

305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
CITY OF TUESDAY, JULY 19, 2022

COHASSET 7:00 P.M. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

7:00 p.m. Special City Council Meeting

1. Call to Order: Mayor Hagy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge
of Allegiance

2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Greg Hagy, Councilors; Terry Bartz, and Andy Haarklau

Absent: Tim Carlson and Tom Sutherland

Non-Officio Members: Max Peters; Director of Finance and Dean Scherf; Security Officer.
Other: Kent Koerbitz, City Engineer

3. Resident Input: None

4. Approve Agenda

Additions: None

Deletions: None

A motion was made by Bartz/Haarklau to approve agenda as read. Voting in favor: Hagy,
Bartz and Haarklau. Voting against: None; Absent: Carlson and Sutherland: Motion carried.

5. Administration

A. Blackwater Banks Project EAW Resolution

Kent Koerbitz Presents summary of completed EAW as follows;

An EAW was commissioned by the city regulating the responsible government unit and was submitted to
the city in the beginning of May 2022. The copies of the EAW were then distributed to all the people and
all the agencies that are on the official EQB mailing list on or prior to May 13", 2022 as is required by law.
Notice availability of the EAW for public review for a 30 day comment period was published on the city
website on May 14", 2022, the EQB monitor on May 24", 2022 and the Grand Rapids Herald Review on
the 25", 2022. Publishing on May 24" set forward a 30 day written comment period that expired on June
23, All written comments in preparation of the EAW have generated adequate information for this Council
to determine whether or not the project has any significant environmental impact. The EAW is complete
and it's been submitted to the Council for review.

Mayor Hagy asks when the written comment period ended.

Koerbitz explains the period for written comments from the public was over on June 23",

Koerbitz further explains 96 distinct comments were received from a total of seven parties. 48 of those
comments were deemed neutral and there were comments that were not requests and did not require
additional evaluation or answering. There were no comments that indicated the need for an EIS.

Further conversation with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources where it was asked if the
required statute to determine whether any of the thresholds were met. This is referenced in the 24 page
response. We had a tele-conference with the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe. There were no comments that
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were positive, meaning they thought or suggested that the EAW was complete and should be accepted.
There were no comments that were negative meaning, that they felt the additional environmental review
was necessary and called for an EIS.

Koerbitz adds there were 04 letters that were submitted. The synopsis of the written comments are two
public citizens that were put in emails, both of them were well thought out and well written which was
appreciated. We had a very detailed letter by the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe from their environmental
department, which was very thorough. Four other state agencies; The Minnesota State Archaeologist Office,
Minnesota State Historical Preservation Office, The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and The
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency submitted responses which had to do with acquiring the required
permits. They went through the EAW and listed all of the items that needed permits. We are currently in
process of obtaining permits, provided that this is accepted by the Council.

Response was given to a citizen that participated in the Planning Commission a couple years back during
the influential stages of this project which we thought required a personal answer.

We had a tele-conference with the Leech Lake Band of Resource Management, making sure that we sat
down with them to fully understand their question and respond to appropriately. Primarily their concern
was wild rice and that as many measures as possible or taken to protect and respect the wild rice on the
Mississippi River. The band also offered assistance in these efforts, with signage, education, and technical
assistance and said they had boundaries on what they could do.

Since then we have had correspondence with several state agencies to ensure that we fully understood what
they questioned and whether or not they could be fully answered in the permits that are pending, or if they
needed more detailed information.

The major categories of comments were wild rice, wetlands, boat traffic, wildlife sensitive/rare species,
fuel dispensing, aquatic invasive species, environmental review and permitting archaeological and cultural
resources, wastewater and storm water management. Every distinct comment was reviewed and responses
were compiled. Comments received in response will become part of the administrative record and be
available to everyone in the next few days. It's up to the city now to vote on the adequacy of the EAW, and
whether the need or not for the EIS Blackwater Banks Project.

Further discussion was had.

Chair Comments Read by Mayor Hagy as follows;

This has been a lengthy process and we sincerely appreciate everybody’s interest and passion around the
Cohasset Lumber Mill Site Redevelopment Project better known as the Blackwater Banks Project.
Tonight, we will be making the final decision on the adequacy of the EAW and the need for an EIS. We
know that there may be folks here tonight interested in speaking for or against the EAW, the need for an
EIS and the Project but, contrary to any prior information to the contrary, we will not be accepting public
comment tonight. As I’ve said before, the City takes its role as the Responsible Governmental Unit (“RGU”)
very seriously. The City decided from the very beginning to only consider comments submitted to the City
in writing. This was to ensure that everybody had an equal opportunity to share their thoughts and to make
sure that we, as the RGU, fully understood and seriously considered each and every comment.

As a refresher Kent went through, here’s a quick summary of the timeline and key dates:

o Copies of the EAW were distributed to all persons and agencies on the official EQB mailing list on
or prior to May 13, 2022.

¢ Notice of the availability of the EAW for public review for a 30-day comment period was published
on the City’s website on May 14, 2022, in the EQB Monitor on May 24, 2022, and in the Grand
Rapids Herald Review on May 25, 2022.

e The 30-day written comment period expired on June 23, 2022. The preparation of the EAW and all
written comments on the EAW have generated information adequate to determine whether the
proposed Project has the potential for significant environmental impacts and whether an EIS is
needed.
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Here’s a quick summary of the comments we received during the public comment period:

e 96 distinct comments were received from a total of 7 parties.

e 48 distinct comments were neutral, meaning the comments they provided did not require additional
evaluation, and they did not indicate the need for an EIS.

e 0 distinct comments were positive, meaning the comments suggested the EAW was complete and
should be accepted with no need for an EIS. Of those distinct comments, O were from letters that
were submitted by individuals and various organizations.

e 0 distinct comments were negative, meaning the comments felt additional environmental review
should be conducted, and most called for an EIS. Of the distinct comments, O were form letters that
were submitted by individuals and various organizations.

Mayor Hagy mentions this was all gone over and covered by Kent Koerbitz. The major categories were
also gone over. Hagy remarks you all have done a fantastic job and we appreciate your work and effort.

Read by Terry Bartz as Follows;

RESOLUTION MAKING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION OF THE NEED FOR AN
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE BLACKWATER BANKS PROJECT
2022 - 19

WHEREAS, the City of Cohasset, Minnesota (“City”) is proposing the completion of a downtown
development project titled the Cohasset Lumber Mill Site Redevelopment Project (“Blackwater Banks
Project” or “Project”) within the City; and

WHEREAS, the Project necessitated the preparation of an environmental assessment worksheet
(“EAW?”) under Minnesota Rules, 4410.4300; and

WHEREAS, the City is the responsible government unit (“RGU”) for this Project and is required
by law to complete the EAW process; and

WHEREAS, ICS of Duluth, Minnesota (“Consultant”) was retained to assist the City with
completion of the EAW process; and

WHEREAS, the EAW was ordered and submitted for review and comment as is required by law;
and

WHEREAS, the City approved an EAW which was properly noticed and published as required by
law on the City’s website on May 14, 2022; notice of EAW was published in the EQB Bulletin on May 24,
2022; the 30-day comment period expired on June 23, 2022; and a set of written comments was received,
and

WHEREAS, representatives of the City, the Consultant, and members of the public met to discuss the
potential environmental impacts of the Project, the sufficiency of the EAW, and the need for an environmental
impact statement (“EIS”); and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Minnesota Rule, part 4410.1700, subpart 2a, if the RGU
determines more information is needed concerning an EAW it must either make a positive declaration
concerning the need for an EIS or postpone the decision for 30 days or such other period as the RGU and
Proposer agree to, in order to allow sufficient time to gather the additional information needed by the RGU
to make its determination; and

WHEREAS, all written comments have now been received regarding the potential environmental
impacts of the Project, the sufficiency of the EAW, and the need for an EIS; and

WHEREAS, City staff and consultants have considered, evaluated, and responded to all of the written
comments, which are on file with the City; and

WHEREAS, the EAW, the written comments received, and the Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and
Responses to Comments (“EAW Documentation”) shall constitute the written record of the EAW process and
are incorporated herein by reference; and
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WHEREAS, the City, as the RGU, is required by Minnesota Rules, part 4410.1700 to determine

the need for an EIS and has considered the EAW and the other EAW Documentation at its special meeting
held on July 19, 2022.

WHEREAS, the City, as the RGU, finds and determines as follows:

a.

b.

Copies of the EAW were distributed to all persons and agencies on the official EQB mailing list on
or prior to May 13, 2022; and

Notice of the availability of the EAW for public review for a 30-day comment period was published
on the City’s website on May 14, 2022, in the EQB Monitor on May 24, 2022, and in the Grand
Rapids Herald Review on May 25, 2022; and

The preparation of the EAW and all written comments on the EAW have generated information
adequate to determine whether the proposed Project has the potential for significant environmental
impacts; and

The Project is expected to comply with all City and review agency standards; and

Based on the criteria established in Minnesota Rules, part 4410.1700, and the EAW
Documentation, the Project does not have the potential for significant environmental effects.

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the information and advice of the City staff and consultants, the EAW
Documentation, and the findings contained herein, the City of Cohasset resolves as follows

1.

2.
3.

4.

The City adopts the EAW Documentation, including the Findings, Conclusions, and Responses to
Comments contained therein.

The City makes a negative declaration on the need for an EIS for the Project.

The City authorizes and directs the appropriate officials to distribute this Resolution and the
Findings, Conclusions and Responses to Comments as required by Minnesota Rule, part
4410.1700, subpart 5.

This Resolution is effective immediately.

A motion was made by Bartz/Haarklau to approve Resolution Making a Negative Declaration of
the Need for an Environmental Impact Statement for the Blackwater Banks Project 2022 — 19.
Voting in favor: Hagy, Bartz and Haarklau. Voting against; None; Absent: Carlson and
Sutherland Motion carried.

Adjourn: Mayor Hagy adjourned the meeting at 7:20 p.m.

Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Crystal Jarvi
Approved: 07/26/2022
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