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6:00 p.m. 2023 Budget Work Session 

Discussion was held 

 

6:30 p.m. 2022 Bituminous Alternate Discussion 

Discussion was held 

 

7:00 p.m. City Council Meeting 

 

1. Call to Order: Mayor Pro-Tem Terry Bartz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance 

  
2. Roll Call 

Present: Councilors Terry Bartz, Andy Haarklau and Andy MacDonell 

Absent: Mayor Greg Hagy & Tim Carlson 

Non-Officio Members: Max Peters; Director of Finance, Dean Scherf; Security Officer. 

Other: Tony Valtinson; Zoning Officer, Residents Beverly and Bill Dallas, and Amanda Benson 

 

3. Resident Input: None 

 

4. Approve Agenda 

Additions: None 

Deletions: None  

A motion was made by Haarklau/MacDonell to approve Agenda. Voting in favor: Bartz, 

Haarklau and MacDonell. Voting against: None; Absent: Hagy & Carlson; Motion carried. 

 

7:05 p.m. Public Hearing RE:  

1. Guest Cottage – Tony Valtinson 
Valtinson presents recommendation from Planning Commission to amend Zoning Ordinance section 

10.101 performance standards guest cottages to allow one per minimum size conforming lot (currently only 

one per lot allowed). 

The Dallas residents want to put guest cottages on their property. Because of zoning regulations, we couldn't 

get it to work without amending the zoning ordinance and it really makes sense to allow one per conforming 

lot. 

Haarklau asked what size standard conforming lot is. 

Valtinson answers that the size of a conforming lot is depending on how that lot is zoned, the smallest 

conforming lot being one acre. A person would be allowed one guest cottage per acre they own.  

Haarklau further asks if there would be trouble down the road with density on a conforming lot.  
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Valtinson adds that if somebody has a 20 acre lot they would be able to have 40 accessory buildings.  They 

can currently have two accessory structures per conforming lot. They would be able to have one guest 

cottage per conforming lot, you could potentially have someone who has 20 acres and 20 guest cottages. 

Valtinson further adds to keep in mind, one of the concerns that was brought to us was resorts. A resort is 

a conditional use permit, which means someone would not automatically be able to come in and put up a 

resort. The potential for this turning into a resort issue is minimal because it would need the conditional use 

permit and their intention is not a resort nor has it ever been. 

 

A motion was made by MacDonell/Haarklau to approve guest cottages to allow one per minimum sized 

conforming lot. Voting in favor: Bartz, Haarklau and MacDonell. Voting against: None; Absent: Hagy 

& Carlson; Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by MacDonell/Haarklau to approve guest cottages to allow one per minimum sized 

conforming lot. Voting in favor: Bartz, Haarklau and MacDonell. Voting against: None; Absent: Hagy 

& Carlson; Motion carried. 

 

2. Water Oriented Structure – Tony Valtinson 
Valtinson presents recommendation from Planning Commission to amend Zoning Ordinance section 

10.102 regarding minimum setbacks and maximum square footage of water oriented accessory structures 

In particular, detached decks, gazebos and screen houses. In my research I found the State of Minnesota, 

Itasca County, and Grand Rapids have uniform zoning ordinance for water oriented accessory structures. 

The Planning Commission recommendation for all water oriented accessory structures can be 250 square 

feet in size, but minimum setbacks will be determined as per waterbody classification which includes, 20 

foot setback on natural environment lakes, 15 foot setback on recreational development lakes, 10 foot 

setback on other lakes and tributary systems, so different setbacks depending on the water body 

classification. 

Valtinson’s original recommendation is 250 square feet in size and minimum setback from the ordinary 

high water level of 10 feet.  

 
A motion was made by MacDonell/Haarklau to amend zoning ordinance section 10.102, water oriented, 

extra structures to remove the verbiage with satellite dishes and amend everything to 250 square feet in 

size with a 10 foot setback from the ordinary high water line. Voting in favor: Bartz, Haarklau and 

MacDonell. Voting against: None; Absent: Hagy & Carlson; Motion carried. 

 
A motion was made by MacDonell/Haarklau to amend zoning ordinance section 10.102, water oriented, 

extra structures to remove the verbiage with satellite dishes and amend everything to 250 square feet in 

size with a 10 foot setback from the ordinary high water line. Voting in favor: Bartz, Haarklau and 

MacDonell. Voting against: None; Absent: Hagy & Carlson; Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bartz closed public hearings regarding Guest Cottages and Water Oriented Structures.  

 

5. Administration 

A. Special Event Permit – September Fest – Tony Valtinson 

Valtinson presents special event permit for consideration for September 16th through September 

18th for September Fest. The Bensons would like to have a get together, similar to Benson Bog 

days, but smaller. 

Amanda Benson presents the stipulations for the event are that you have had to race with our event 

within the past four years, been to our event within the past five years or sponsored the event within 

the past five years. People like our veterans who have been coming and helping us along the way, 
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a sort of reunion. The estimated amount of people that would be attending could be anywhere from 

50 people to 200 people. The Facebook event right now has 74 people. 

We decided against the food vendor, so we don’t have to deal with that at all. Everybody is 

bringing food and their mud trucks.  

Valtinson adds that we used the same conditions from Bog days and agreed to adhere to those 

conditions for September Fest. 

A motion was made by Haarklau/MacDonell to approve Special Event Permit – September Fest 

for September 16th through September 18th 2022. Voting in favor: Bartz, Haarklau and 

MacDonell. Voting against: None; Absent: Hagy & Carlson; Motion carried. 

 

B. Request to Approve Membership of Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities (CGMC) 

Peters presents this is a newer one for the City of Cohasset, trying to connect with some of these 

other groups that are advocating for rural Northern Minnesota communities, so this is really a first 

for us.  

Haarklau asks if it will require a representative from our City to meet down on a periodic basis 

and as such, or is this more of just a membership?  

Peters adds that it can kind of be what we want it to be.  At a minimum, it gives us access to the 

lobbying efforts. They have meetings and things that we could start going to and I think it would 

be really a good thing for our community to be sending council members and mayor down to the 

legislature. As these projects become more significant and more challenging, whether it is 

permitting more legislative action that is required, being a part of that process is something that 

we have not done as a community, but I think would be valuable in the future.  

A motion was made by Haarklau/MacDonell to approve Membership of Coalition of Greater 

Minnesota Cities (CGMC) in the amount of $661.00. Voting in favor: Bartz, Haarklau and 

MacDonell. Voting against: None; Absent: Hagy & Carlson; Motion carried. 

 

C. Request to Award 2022 Bituminous Street Improvement Project 

Peters presents that the City has seen deterioration of the North Star Point Rd and in working with 

SEH, we looked at the cost to put on a “Band-Aid” is almost half as much as it was to actually 

rebuild the road and do it right and get it done. We felt it is worth that investment to get that project 

completed and not have it continue to deteriorate as bad as it is. This road was taken over from a 

developer that did not have our engineering specifications. The Cities expectation was that this 

road was going to last quite a few years longer than it did.  

It is not in good enough shape and up to specification and needs to be torn down to the base. This 

is one of those instances where if we do take over roads in the future, making sure that these are 

built to spec before we take them over.  

A motion was made by MacDonell/Haarklau to Award 2022 Bituminous Street Improvement 

Project to Hawkinson Construction in the amount of $830,941.40. (Awarded Bid break down - 

Base Bid: $303,361.80 and Add Alternate 1: $527,579.60). Voting in favor: Bartz, Haarklau and 

MacDonell. Voting against: None; Absent: Hagy & Carlson; Motion carried. 

 

D. Request Approval for requested Winter Plowing Supplies 

A motion was made by MacDonell/Haarklau to approve Winter Plowing Supplies quote from 

H&L Mesabi in the amount of $10,482.00. Voting in favor: Bartz, Haarklau and MacDonell. 

Voting against: None; Absent: Hagy & Carlson; Motion carried. 
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E. Request to Approve Northwest Gas Contract 

Peters Requests to Table this item until next meeting.  

A motion was made by Haarklau/MacDonell to table item 5E. Request to Approve Northwest 

Gas Contract until September 27, 2022. Voting in favor: Bartz, Haarklau and MacDonell. 

Voting against: None; Absent: Hagy & Carlson; Motion carried. 

 

6. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: None 

 

All matters listed under consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by 

one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that 

item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  

 

7. Consent Agenda 

A. Approve Claims in the Amount of $230,676.55 

B. Approve the August 23, 2022 City Council Minutes 

 

A motion was made by MacDonell/Haarklau to approve the consent agenda and claims in the 

amount of $230,676.55. Voting in favor: Bartz, Haarklau and MacDonell. Voting against: 

None; Absent: Hagy & Carlson; Motion carried. 

 

Adjourn: Mayor Pro-Tem Terry Bartz adjourned the meeting at 7:36 p.m. 

 
Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Crystal Jarvi 
Approved: 09/27/2022 

 


