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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 
 
1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call 
 
Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and 
Shannon Benolken 
 
Ex-Officio Members: City Financial Controller Barb Baird; Zoning Officer, Tony Valtinson; 
Security Officer, Dean Scherf 
 
Appointments and Oaths 
Shannon Benolken was sworn in and took the Oath of Office as a Cohasset City Council Member. 
 
 
3. Resident Input 
 
Resident Bill Saw, 26635 Evergreen Ln., praised the partnership with the Itasca County Sheriff’s 
Office, highlighting the benefits of increased patrols around the schools and their quick response 
times. 
 
Dell Schirmer, 445 SW 14th Street, GR, who represents the Grand Rapids Itasca Mountain Bike 
Association (Grimba), expressed gratitude to the city for their support of the mountain bike trails 
and for creating a safe environment for enthusiasts to enjoy their hobby. Grimba is deeply 
committed to the ongoing maintenance of the local bike trails, which is made possible through the 
dedicated efforts of volunteers and donations. 
 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 
 
Councilor Shannon Benolken announced that she was recently asked to join the Itasca County 
Housing Redevelopment Authority. 

 
5. Approve Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda. Councilor Andy 
Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 
7:05 p.m. Public Hearing 
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1. Public Hearing #1 rezoning of property 

 
Zoning Officer Tony Valtinson presided over a public hearing concerning a property that is 
currently zoned for rural, residential, and suburban residential purposes, with the intention to 
rezone it exclusively for suburban residential use. The partial identification numbers of the 
properties involved in this zoning change are 05-011-1419, 05-011-1404, 05-011-14010, 05-011-
1407, 05-011-1420, and 05-011-140. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to move forward with the rezoning of the 
dual-zone properties to suburban residential, as stated in the original motion... Councilor 
Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors 
Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; 
Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
2. Public Hearing #2 Amend Ordinance 41 

 
A public hearing was conducted to amend Ordinance 41, an ordinance establishing rules for the 
organization and procedure of the City Council of Cohasset, Minnesota. section one; meetings 
subdivision one, changing regular city council meetings from the second and fourth Tuesday of 
the month to the second and fourth Monday of the month. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to update Ordinance 41, changing City 
Council meeting dates from the second and fourth Tuesday of each month to the second and 
fourth Monday of each month. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, and Kevin Tinquist; 
Absent: None; Voting against: Shannon Benolken; Motion carried. 

 
6. Administration 

 
A. Set Public Hearing date FEMA 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to set a Public Hearing date for FEMA on 
February 24, 2025, at 7:05 p.m.; Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and 
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
B. AWAIR safety award 

 
Recommendation from the safety committee is to approve the AWAR Safety Award for the 
second half of 2024. In the background excerpt from the 2024 AWARE program, it emphasizes 
the importance of commitment and participation by all stakeholders for the program to be 
effective. The program includes an incentive program aimed at encouraging the avoidance, 
elimination, or minimization of hazardous activities by offering awards to office and shop staff, 
fire department personnel, and seasonal help. The Employee Safety Committee recommended 
the approval, and it was subsequently approved by the City Council for no paid lost-time 
workers' compensation for the calendar year. The AWARE program, which was established 
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before the current period, features an incentive program for no lost paid-time workers' 
compensation twice a year, with seasonal help receiving it once a year in the first half. Efforts 
are being made to seek approval for payment over the second half of 2024. 
 
The second half of 2024, there were no paid lost-time workers' compensation claims. Each of the 
fourteen permanent city staff members will receive $100, totaling $1,400. Nineteen firefighters 
will each receive $100, amounting to $1,900 in total. There is one fire department trainee who 
will receive $40. Seasonal employees, who are paid once at mid-year, are not eligible for 
compensation in this context. The total compensation for this period amounts to $3,340, which is 
$3,660 less than the previous year's budget of $7,000. To account for this shortfall, the budget 
for the current year has increased to $7,500. Despite the increase in the budget, the total 
compensation amount still falls below the allocated budget, indicating that the organization 
remains under budget compared to the previous year. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the AWAIR safety award.; 
Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist; Abstained: Councilor Shannon 
Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
C. Approve Phase 2 Natural Gas project- Advertising for bids 

 
Resolution Improving Plans and Specifications and Ordering Advertisements for Bids. This 
would be for the gas expansion, Phase 2 of the gas expansion north of town on North Shoal Lake 
Road, Cimarron Trail, 177 and Hwy 38. 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the advertisement for bids for 
the gas project expansion.; Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: 
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and 
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
D. ARPA Funds 

 
Itasca County Disbursement Approval and Certification. Request a motion to approve the 
American Rescue Plan Act, ARPA, and Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 
Disbursement Approval and Recipient Certification and adopt Resolution 2025-14, accepting the 
funds. The total cost of the power expansion project to the City of Cohasset would be $360,000 
and $92,000 will be funded by Itasca County to go towards a power expansion into the industrial 
park with Lake Country Power. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve and accept $92,000 in funds 
from Itasca County towards a power expansion into the industrial park and adopt resolution 
2025-14.; Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh 
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon 
Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
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E. Itasca County Safe Routes to School Agreement 
 

Requesting a motion to approve the agreement between the City of Cohasset and Itasca County 
and authorize necessary signatures. The City of Cohasset has applied for secured state safe routes 
to school funds through the Minnesota Department of Transportation grant program for 
improvements on First Avenue West and 3rd Street North in Cohasset. This has been an ongoing 
project to redo a block of 3rd Street, sidewalks and some street crossings. 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve Itasca County Safe Routes to 
School Agreement; Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor 
Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon 
Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 
 
Security Officer Dean Scherf initiated a discussion about the ongoing need for additional patrols 
by the Sheriff's Department. During the next work session, there will be a decision made 
regarding the allocation of funds for this purpose, specifically focusing on the Sheriff's 
Department's coverage and budget. 
 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that 
item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  
 
8. Consent Agenda 
A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $165, 326.42 
B. Approve Acceptance of Franchise 
C. Approve December 9, 2024, Work Session Minutes 
D. Approve December 10, 2024, Regular City Council Minutes 
E. Approve December 17, 2024, Regular City Council Minutes 
F. Approve December 31, 2024, Special City Council Minutes 

 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Consent Agenda; Councilor 
Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:31 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Abby Majewski 
  


