MINUTES
COHASSET CITY COUNCIL

=7 305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2025
CITY OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COHASSET

7:00 PM City Council Meeting

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon
Benolken

Ex-Officio Members: Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, Security Officer;
Dean Scherf, and Parks and Recreation Director; Stephanie Kessler

3. Resident Input

A light comment about fascia maintenance was acknowledged; the council stated it would be managed.

Resident; Don Carlson, 25245 Islandview Dr., expressed gratitude to the council for their efforts in ditch
mowing and trail maintenance, highlighting the improved safety on the Bass Brook trail as a result of
addressing leaf and pine needle buildup. They mentioned that in previous years, the issue had required resorting
to plowing with an ATV. There are concerns regarding the right-of-way related to County Rd 63. According to
a past WMA supervisor, provisions were made for city acquisition during the redo, but the necessary paperwork
was not completed. Further specifics about this matter are currently unknown.

Council Info / Liaison Reports

Mayor Josh Casper has reported that the Planning Commission updates have led to a stance being taken by the
council. Consequently, the right-of-way in Riverside will be maintained exclusively for the city's use, without
permission for docks. This decision has been made to prevent city liability and to ensure equity among residents. It
has been presented as a final decision.

Council member Andy MacDonell reported that, Jack Yates from the Cohasset Public Utility Board recently
presented a proposal for water and sewer extensions, consisting of phases 1 through 16, which were initially
drafted 5 or 6 years ago in anticipation of Huber's arrival. In order to determine the priority areas for extension, a
population density per foot analysis was shared for future planning. Efforts have been made to secure funding for
utility extensions through brief meetings with the state senate and house bonding committees, and while the
reception was positive, the outcomes are pending.

Josh Casper reported that the Economic Development Authority (EDA) is actively looking for developers who
are interested in properties located in Blackwater Banks and Industrial Park. Improving the signage in these
areas is essential to attract more attention and interest. Updates are required for the city's website, particularly
regarding the Request for Proposals (RFPs) that were approved at a prior meeting. The council needs to assess
the current status of these RFPs.
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4. Approve Agenda

Councilor Shannon Benolken made a motion to approve the agenda with the tabling of item 6F. Councilor
Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell,
Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

5. Administration

A. Parks & Recreation Update — Steph Kessler

Park and Recreation Director; Stephanie Kessler reported that during the Day of Action on June 17,
approximately 125 volunteers completed around 20 projects, and the partnership with United Way was
acknowledged.

The Twins Youth Baseball Clinic on May 30 had 98 participants, and it is likely that the program will rotate to
other towns next year. The T-Ball program had 97 kids and welcomed a new sponsor, Iseman Homes, along
with other sponsors such as Bass Brook Recycling, Mr. Furnace, Martin Snowplow Equipment, Silver Bear
Studios, and Nelson Woodshims. The program also received strong support from volunteer coaches. General
field use included activities such as baseball, softball, adult activities, Running Rapids Marathon coordination,
Special Olympics, and maintenance transition from Ben to Dan, which was successful.

Cohasset was recognized as an official North Country Trail Association trail town on July 10, with signage and
website promotions forthcoming.

The Farmers Market ran for 13 weeks with 4 to 8 vendors, ending early due to low traffic, although vendors
expressed satisfaction.

The Paddle & Pint event saw 59 paddlers from Tioga Beach to the dam, and despite windy conditions, all
participants successfully completed the free event with shuttle service.

The new Wednesday Workouts program, which ran from July to September, had 11 sessions with 50
participants, receiving strong reception due to its time slot and format, and is planned to continue next summer.

Tioga Recreation Event included the successful Thrill Seeker Mountain Bike Race with 259 racers on August
10, 2025.

Fall Soccer with an average of 26 kids and Pony Football with 44 kids, including 16 fourth graders.
Coordination with Grand Rapids was made to align fees for equitable participation, and parking issues are
planned to be addressed for next year.

Tioga Recreation Hikes, which began after Labor Day, had an average of 8.8 participants with peaks of 12, and
showed strong engagement and safety due to the group size and crossover participation with Wednesday
Workouts.

The Safe Routes to School initiative saw a ribbon cutting around September 16, 2025, during the school's fall
celebration, with a crosswalk installed equipped with a flashing signal.

The Bell Museum Star Party on September 18 had cloudy weather, leading to 3 attendees, and instead, a hike
was conducted.
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The overall participation impact from June to September totaled 470 people across sports and outdoor
programs, emphasizing community health, social connections, and ongoing participation.

Upcoming Fall/Winter Plans include a Halloween Party on October 31, 2025, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., with
about 20 donors and prepared candy.

Light the Night is scheduled for December 4, 2025, with completed paperwork, school singers, chili, Santa,
fireworks, typically running from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Full Moon Hikes began on October 6, 2025, with the first session hosting 8 attendees, including 6 new
participants, and outreach via various channels such as newspaper, Facebook, e-sign, and word of mouth.

Winter Programming will involve the transition of the weekly Tioga hikes to snowshoeing when snow arrives,
opening of the skating rink when weather permits, and continued grooming for Portage, Bass Brook, and
Blackwater ski trails, as well as the proposed Cribbage Club from January to possibly April.

B. Approve Farmer’s Market use of Cohasset Community Center for Winter Market

Requesting a motion to use Cohasset Community Center space through April 2026, with the understanding they
are secondary to paid rentals.

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve use of the Cohasset Community Center space
through April 2026 for the Farmer’s Market. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon
Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

C. Approve Cohasset City Hall Phone Upgrade

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve Cohasset City Hall Phone Upgrade. Councilor
Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell,
Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion
carried.

D. Approve Extending Ending Date for Part-time Summer Help

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve extending date of Part-time Summer help of
Jackson Rabers from September until October 24, 2025. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion.
Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

E. Approve $150,060 Award for Electrical Upgrades

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to accept $150,060 award from Iron Range Resources &
Rehabilitation Board (IRRRB) and thank them for doing that for us. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded
the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy
Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

F. Approve TNT Change Order for Community Center Roof Project

Tabled for more information.
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G. Approve Planning Commission Recommendation

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to send Planning Commission Recommendation back to
Planning Commission for further review. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor:
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken;
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

H. Approve Road Name at end of Henderson Road

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to change the road Name at the end of Henderson Road
to Pokegama Point Road. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

[. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs:

The City’s current strategic plan is undergoing a review process, and as part of this, the City has decided to
extend the survey period from the 10th to the 17" of October. The survey is available on our website, and it is
open to everyone, regardless of whether they are residents of Cohasset or not. We encourage anyone interested
to participate in the survey through our website. The extension of the survey period allows for a greater number
of responses, which will provide us with a clearer understanding of the community's preferences and needs for
Cohasset.

Thursday October 16, 2025, Turkey Bingo for the fire department is an enjoyable annual event that starts at
7:00 p.m. The community center fills up quickly for this event, so it's advisable for anyone interested to arrive
early.

Exciting event is the Thrill Seeker Enduro Race at Tioga Recreation Area on October 25, 2025, which attracts
many racers. Additionally, there will be a Halloween party on the 31st, as mentioned by Stephanie, from 5:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Cohasset Community Center.

On December 4, 2025, there will be the 'Light the Night' event at the Cohasset Community Center from 5:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

During the hunting rifle season, the bike trails are closed to accommodate hunting. It's important to note that the
trails will not be accessible for biking during this time.

Police patrol requests: Citizens can submit patrol request forms for residence checks during vacations or winter
absences; Security Officer; Dean Scherf coordinates with the county and collects contact and alarm information.
If you are a Cohasset resident interested in this service, you can complete a form at the Cohasset City Office.

J. All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one
motion. There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item
will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.

K. Consent Agenda

A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $405,712.37
B. Approve August 19, 2025, Work Session Minutes
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Approve August 25, 2025, Work Session Minutes
Approve August 25, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes
Approve August 26, 2025, Work Session Minutes
Approve September 8, 2025, Work Session Minutes

CHchvEe

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the consent agenda with corrections.
Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:31 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski
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