MINUTES

i COHASSET CITY COUNCIL
305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
CITY OF TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2024

COHASSET REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

7:00 PM City Council Meeting

1. Call to Order: Mayor Andy MacDonell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Andy Haarklau.

Ex-Officio Members: City Administrator, Max Peters; Zoning Officer, Tony Valtinson; Security
Officer, Dean Scherf

3. Resident Input

Concerns raised about the city's request to remove docks from the Cohasset property on the river. She
sought clarification and options for residents. A half-hour work session will be scheduled for the
next meeting on the second Tuesday in November to discuss the issue.

4. Council Info / Liaison Reports

None

5. Approve Agenda

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the agenda with the addition of
School District Presentation. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor:
Mayor Andy MacDonell and Councilors Andy Haarklau and Kevin Tinquist; Absent: Councilor
Kevin Ott and Councilor Terry Bartz ; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

6. Administration

A. School District Updates

Matt Gross provided an update on the school district, covering finances, community
engagement, educational sites, staff, and student achievements. Matt discusses the challenges of
securing funding and the importance of communication to avoid misinformation. He appreciates
the partnership with Cohasset. The school district is managing its budget well, with a balanced
budget for the third consecutive year and a positive bond rating. The district is also
implementing new initiatives and maintaining high educational standards.
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B. Poke and Pole Pike Tournament

Phil discusses a fundraiser for veterans, including a fishing tournament with various prizes and
a request to waive the community center fee for January 18th.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to waive the fee. Councilor Kevin Tindquist
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonnell and Councilors Kevin
Tinquist and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors Terry Bartz and Kevin Ott; Voting against:
None; Motion Carried.

C. MN Power EV charging station location and property easement

Max presents a proposal from Minnesota Power to donate an EV charging station at Cohasset
City Hall, requiring an easement.

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tindquist to approve the proposal. Councilor Andy
Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonnell and Councilors
Kevin Tinquist and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors Terry Bartz and Kevin Ott; Voting
against: None; Motion Carried.

D. Transfer General Fund contribution to the Fire Relief Association

Discussion on transferring $15,000 from the general fund to the Fire Relief Association to
support the fire department members' retirement accounts.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the transfer. Councilor Kevin
Tindquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonnell and Councilors
Kevin Tinquist and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors Terry Bartz and Kevin Ott; Voting
against: None; Motion Carried.

E. Ratification of former action taken in a closed meeting and current action regarding
personnel changes.

Discussion on restructuring the city hierarchy and creating a financial controller position in the
office, with ongoing assistance from the HR director.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the partial restructuring.
Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonnell and
Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors Terry Bartz and Kevin
Ott; Voting against: None; Motion Carried.

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs:

Announcement about the Forgotten Heroes Foundation's gun bingo event on October 26, 2024,
in the gym at 11:00am.
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All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that
item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.

8. Consent Agenda
A. Approved Claims in the amount of $116,040.71 October 8, 2024
B. Approve the October 8, 2024, City Council Minutes
C. Approve the October 1, 2024 EDA Minutes
D. Approve the October 7, 2024 public Utilities Board Minutes

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the consent agenda. Councilor
Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonnell and
Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors Terry Bartz and Kevin
Ott; Voting against: None; Motion Carried.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Mayor Andy MacDonell adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted by Pamela Dixon
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