MINUTES
A COHASSET CITY COUNCIL
305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
i MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2025
CITY OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
COHASSET

7:00 PM City Council Meeting
1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon
Benolken

Ex-Officio Members: Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, Security Officer;
Dean Scherf, and Community and Economic Development Associate; Ashely Craiglow

3. Resident Input

Doug Lausen, a resident at 537 Riverside Street, inquired about the status of dock access and a proposed land
swap. The Planning Commission and Council carefully assessed various options, including shared access, land
swap, and leasing, but found none of them to be viable or equitable. It has been determined by the City that
permanent private structures cannot be allowed on the city right-of-way, as the policy is to preserve the right-of-
way for public use. In response to the residents’ inquiry, the Council suggested exploring the possibility of
forming an association/public access model and invited a neighborhood-led proposal for consideration. Zoning
concerns were raised due to the strip being nonconforming and not a parcel, with the right-of-way extending
into the water, making it unfeasible to convert it into a conforming parcel. The City has decided to proceed with
the removal of the unidentified dock, and all docks will be removed from the right-of-way. In conclusion, the
Council reaffirms its commitment to maintaining the city right-of-way and upholding the prohibition of private
permanent structures.

4. Council Info / Liaison Reports

None

5. Approve Agenda

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda with the additions of 6G and 6H.
Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy

MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

6. Administration

A. Approve League of Minnesota Cities - Waiver Form
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A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to NOT waive the statutory tort limits allowing the
amount a claimant could recover for a single occurrence to be limited to $1,500,000.00. Councilor Kevin
Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin
Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

B. Approve Quote for (2) Mowers

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist approving the purchase of (2) new mowers from Martin’s
Snowplow and Equipment for a total price of $10,290.00. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the
motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau,
and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

C. Approve Resident Input Policy

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to adopt the Resident Input Policy with changes.
Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

D. Approve Consulting Service Agreement

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the Consulting Service Agreement for the
Governmental Accounting Standards Board. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon
Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

E. Approve TNT Change Order for Community Center Roof Project

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the TNT Change Order for the Community
Center Roof in the amount of $4,059.98. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor:
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken;
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

F. Approve 2026 Application for Excluded Bingo

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the Application for Excluded Bingo for the
Forward Health Foundation. Councilor Andy Haarklu seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

G. Approve re-appointment of Fire Chief Dave Myers
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist approving the re-appointment of Fire Chief Dave Myers for
the Cohasset Fire Department. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor
Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

H. Approve Procedure for Appointing Commission Members
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A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to adopt the Procedure for Appointing Commission
Members. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors
Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against:
None; Motion carried.

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs:

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion.
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed
from the consent agenda and considered separately.

o City Halloween party at the Community Center: Friday, October 31, 2025, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
o Tioga Recreation bike trails closed during rifle deer season for safety.

o City Office/Shop will be Closed Monday, November 10, and Tuesday, November 11 for Veterans
Day.

o Next City Council meeting will be Monday, November 17, 2025.
o November designated National Hunger and Homeless Awareness Month in Itasca County.
Event: Wednesday, November 19, 2025, at Central School Grounds (Empty Bowls program).

8. Consent Agenda

Approval of Claims in the amount of $1,500,221.21
Approve April 7, 2025, PC Minutes

Approve May 5, 2025, PC Minutes

Approve June 2, 2025, PC Minutes

Approve August 4, 2025, PC Minutes

Approve September 15, 2025, PC Minutes

mMEmoON® >

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Kevin Tinquist
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist,
Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski

3 | Cohasset City Council - OCTOBER 27, 2025

Minutes



