MINUTES
COHASSET PUBLIC UTILITY BOARD

305 NW FIRST AVENUE, COHASSET, MN 55721
MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2025

COHASSET

1. Call to Order: Chair Jack Yates called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Chair Jack Yates, Cohasset Public Utility Board (CPUB) Members Ramona Sjostrand,
Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson, and Jim Mahon

Non-Officio Members: Andy MacDonell
Absent: Public Works Public Utilities Supervisor; Walter Shadley

3. Review and Approve the Agenda

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Delbert Anderson to approve the agenda
with the deletion of 7A. Member Jim Mahon seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair Jack Yates,
Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

4. Resident Input

None

5. Approve CPUB Minutes

A. Motion to approve August 4, 2025, Minutes

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Ramona Sjostrand to approve August 4,
2025, minutes with changes. Member Rachel Graf seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair Jack
Yates, Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting
against: None; Motion carried.

B. Review corrections to July 7, 2025, Minutes

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Rachel Graf to approve the reviews and
corrections to July 7, 2025. Member Ramona Sjostrand seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair
Jack Yates, Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting
against: None; Motion carried.
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6. Old Business:

A. Sewer & Water Expansion — Jack Yates

The expansion of Cohasset's water and sewer service is motivated by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's
aim to protect water resources. Currently, the system is a small loop near River Road and Lake Street, ending at
Lake Street and Highway 62. An engineering firm identified 15 potential expansion areas and developed a
strategy prioritizing routes based on home density, focusing on areas with a high concentration of homes and
old septic systems.

The Phase I plan suggests starting the service extension near Dingman Road and Ainsworth Road, connecting it
to the trailer park and Chisholm Trail. This phase aims to service around 80 users with short connections and is
expected to be complete by late 2027, coinciding with a road project on Route 76.

Phase II expansion planning over the next 5 to 10 years includes evaluating two options: a route along Lake
Street, which avoids bridge costs, and a Route 62 option that opens access to more areas but has lower density.
Challenges include certain streets not owned by the city that hinder expansion. The planned sewer system will
utilize various flow methods, and there is a potential, though limited, connection to Grand Rapids' system if
services are expanded eastward.

An inconsistency was discovered in the city's ordinances, where section 10.075 incorrectly refers to Ordinance
45 regarding Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems, while the city has returned all inspection and management
authority to Itasca County. The city's website has not been updated to show this change.

7. New Business:

A. Boat Launch Update from Walt-Removed from agenda.

8. Miscellaneous Business

City Council member, Andy MacDonell updated CPUB members on local infrastructure, a newly built mini
roundabout on Bier Road has design flaws, making it hard for large vehicles to navigate. The engineer is
responsible for this mistake, and a special meeting is planned to discuss it. Significant changes for Highway 2
west of Grand Rapids are proposed, including the addition of four roundabouts, a reduction to single lanes, and
some road closures.

Jim Mahon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Delbert Anderson seconded the motion.
The motion carried.

Adjourned meeting at 1:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:
Abby Majewski
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