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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon 
Benolken 

Ex-Officio Members: Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, Security Officer; 
Dean Scherf, Park and Recreation Director; Stephanie Kessler and Community and Economic Development 
Associate; Ashely Craiglow 

3. Resident Input 

None 
 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 
 
None 
 
5. Approve Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the agenda with 6.H tabled and the additions of 
6.O and 6.P and a correction to 6.K concerning the number of street planters, not lights. Councilor Andy 
MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin 
Tinquist, Andy Haarklau and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

6. Administration 
 

A. Approve Cohasset Attorney Joint Powers Agreement and Court Service Agreement  
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve Cohasset Attorney JPA and Court Service 
Agreement. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors 
Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: 
None; Motion carried. 
 

B. Approve Application /Permit for Fireworks  
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve that the city will now issue its own fireworks 
permits instead of going through the county. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon 
Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
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C. Approve Payment to High School Wrestling Team  
 

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve a payment of $1,000.00 to the Grand Rapids 
High School Wrestling Team for all their work with the Halloween Party. Councilor Andy Haarklau 
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, 
Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
D. Approve Hiring Rink Attendants  
 

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve hiring Jada Tabaka, Jackson Jolicoeur, 
Jackson Rabbers, Lyla Michels, and Markus Doebke as rink attendants. Councilor Andy MacDonell 
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, 
Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
E. Approve Ride the Range Marketing Payment 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve a marketing payment of $5,000.00 to “Ride the 
Range”. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors 
Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: 
None; Motion carried. 

 
F. Approve Payment Deferral-Cohasset Economic Development Loan  
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve a payment deferral request for Christy Carlson 
(Christy’s Creative Cuts). Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh 
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: 
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
G. Approve Resolution No. 2025-32, Rescinding Resolution No. 2023-24  
 

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve Resolution No. 2025-32, Rescinding 
Resolution No. 2023-24. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh 
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: 
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
H. Approve TNT Change Order for Black Water Banks Boat Launch Project  
 

Tabled 
 
I. Approve 1st Assistant Chief Re-Appointment  
 

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve Joel Rabbers’ reappointment as First Assistant 
Fire Chief for another four-year term. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: 
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; 
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

  
J. Approve 2nd Assistance Chief Appointment 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve Josh Caspers reappointment as Second Assistant 
Fire Chief for another four-year term. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor:  
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Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Mayor Josh Casper 
abstained, Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

  
K. Approve Reduced Number of Street Planters 
  

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the number of street planters from fifteen to 
seven. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors 
Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: 
None; Motion carried. 

 
L. Approve Liquor Licenses for 2026  
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve 2026 liquor licenses for Sauce Bros Inc. (Bear 
Ridge), RKR of Longville (Florio’s Grill and Tavern), and Rocket’s Liquor LLC. Councilor Shannon 
Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin 
Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
M. Approve S.E.H Supplemental Agreement  
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve S.E.H. Supplemental Agreement to the 2026 
paving projects. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; 
Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
N. Approve Applying for IRRR Sidewalk Grant  

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve applying for an IRRR Grant in the amount of 
$25,000.00. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; 
Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
O. Added Item – Acknowledge to withdrawal RV Park Conditional Use Permit  

 
A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to acknowledge the withdrawal of the RV Park 
Condition Use Permit for Denise Peterson for an RV Park / Campground PID 05-020-3101. Councilor Andy 
Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin 
Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

P. – Added Item – Approval of Hawkinson Construction EAW Final Draft  
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve Hawkinson Construction EAW Final Draft for 
Parcel ID 05-001-4000. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh 
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: 
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 
 

Councilor Shannon Benolken reported that she had an opportunity to do a twelve-hour ride along with Officer 
Popp and his canine, Reno on Halloween. She was happy to report that Cohasset was quiet on Halloween. 
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All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. 
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 
from the consent agenda and considered separately. 

 

  
Consent Agenda  

A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $68,448.59  
B. Approve September 8, 2025 Regular City Council Minutes  
C. Approve September 16, 2025 Strategic Kick Off Meeting Minutes  
D. Approve September 22, 2025 Work Session Minutes  
E. Approve September 22, 2025 Regular City Council Minutes  
F. Approve October 6, 2025 Special Meeting Minutes  
G. Approve October 13, 2025, Work Session Minutes  
H. Approve October 13, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes  
I. Approve October 27, 2025, Work Session Minutes  
J. Approve October 27, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes  

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Kevin Tinquist 
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, 
Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski  
  


