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6:30 p.m. CLOSED Work Session Fire Department Compensation and Benefits 

 

7:00 p.m. City Council Meeting 

 

1. Call to Order: Mayor Andy MacDonell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

  
2. Roll Call 

Present: Mayor Andy MacDonell Councilors; Tim Carlson, Andy Haarklau, and Kevin Tinquist 

Absent: Terry Bartz 

Non-Officio Members: Finance Director; Max Peters City Attorney: John Licke and Security 

Officer; Dean Scherf 

Other: Joseph Pelawa; JPJ Engineering 

 

3. Resident Input 
Mayor Andy MacDonell responds to resident input from the November 15th City Council meeting. 

Ann Walker had some concerns about structures and property lines. The City Zoning Officer and the City 

Attorney are investigating these concerns. We hope to have some resolutions this spring to the concerns 

that were brought to Council.  

 

4. Approve Agenda 

Additions: None 

Deletions: None 

A motion was made by Carlson/Haarklau to approve Agenda as presented. Voting in favor: 

Bartz, Carlson, MacDonell and Haarklau. Voting against: None; Absent: None: Motion 

carried. 

 

5. Administration 

A. JPJ Engineering presentation with Joseph Pelawa 
Pelawa presents JPJ Engineering is a Municipal Engineering Firm. The main office is in Hibbing, there is 

another office in Hermantown and Grand Rapids. I wanted to introduce myself and let you know there are 

other Engineering Firms in the area. If you are looking at another option for Engineering, I would hope you 

keep us in mind for the future. 

 

MacDonell asks if JPJ had other contracts with other cities similar to Cohasset.  

 

Pelawa responds that John Jamnick as President of JPJ represents 6 or 7 communities from Nashwauk, East 

Iron Range. I represent 4 or 5 communities south of that area and have done Private Developments, Site 

Developments, Street Reconstruction projects, 429 Assessment projects, PFA Funded projects and more. 

JPJ has Surveying, Site Development and Engineering and cover the North East part of the State. JPJ wanted 

to reach out to Cohasset letting them know there are other firms in the area. 
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B. Recommended Approval for City of Cohasset Business Park Contract 

Peters presents this is an Industrial Park project to make a site shovel ready and is grant funded 

through IRRRB. The contract with the Ryan Companies is required between the company and the 

city allowing them to pursue that work and be compensated and paid for through IRRRB. 

 

Haarklau asks if there are any issues with the proposed cost and estimates. 

 

Peters responds this is part of an Economic Development project and essentially up to $100,000.00 

any expenses over that would be paid by the potential tenant. 

A motion was made by Haarklau/Tinquist to approve City of Cohasset Business Park Contract 

with Ryan Companies US, Inc. voting in favor: MacDonell, Carlson, Haarklau and Tinquist. 

Voting against: None; Absent: Bartz: Motion carried. 

 

C. Recommended Approval to Award Bid for 2022 City Project No 1 Clearing and Grubbing 

Peters presents this project is related to the Spec Building project that we have in the Industrial 

Park to manage clearing and grubbing. This needs to be completed first in order to do soil borings 

and look at some of the site. 

A motion was made by Haarklau/Carlson to approve and Award Bid for 2022 City Project No 1 

Clearing and Grubbing to TNT Construction Group, LLC. in the amount of $46,750.00. Voting 

in favor: MacDonell, Carlson, Haarklau and Tinquist. Voting against: None; Absent: Bartz: 

Motion carried. 

 

D. Recommended Approval for Gas Service Supplies 

A motion was made by Tinquist/Carlson to approve the quote from Groebner in the amount of 

$14,717.32 for the Gas Service Supplies. Voting in favor: MacDonell, Carlson, Haarklau and 

Tinquist. Voting against: None; Absent: Bartz: Motion carried. 

 

E. Requesting Approval for Systems Management – Andrew George 

A motion was made by Haarklau/Tinquist to approve contract with Systems Management 

(Andrew George) in the amount of $7800.00 for a one year period. Voting in favor: MacDonell, 

Carlson, Haarklau and Tinquist. Voting against: None; Absent: Bartz: Motion carried. 

 

F. 2022 Outstanding Balances sent to Itasca County for Collection as a Special Assessment 

with the Property Taxes Payable 2023 

A motion was made by Carlson/Haarklau approve to reinstate Special Assessment Balances for 

Tax Forfeited Properties to Itasca County for Collection in 2023 as follows;  

05-475-0180 $  899.61  Unpaid utility bill certified 2017 for collection in 2018 

05-475-0180 $4,627.29  Blight Cleanup certified 2020 for collection in 2021 

05-445-0930 $7,922.00  Blight Cleanup certified 2016 for collection in 2017 

05-535-0660 $  123.92  Unpaid utility bill certified 2015 for collection in 2016 

Voting in favor: MacDonell, Carlson, Haarklau and Tinquist. Voting against: None; Absent: 

Bartz: Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Tinquist/Carlson approve to Certify 2022 Unpaid Balances to Itasca 

County for Collection in 2023 as follows; 

05-445-0110 $4,978.27 

05-011-2104 $1,586.84 

Voting in favor: MacDonell, Carlson, Haarklau and Tinquist. Voting against: None; Absent: 

Bartz: Motion carried. 
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G. Resolution Authorizing Signature Authority for City Accounts 2022-29 

A motion was made by Haarklau/Carlson to approve Resolution 2022-29 Authorizing Signature 

Authority for City Accounts. Voting in favor: MacDonell, Carlson, Haarklau and Tinquist. 

Voting against: None; Absent: Bartz: Motion carried. 

 

H. Resolution Authorizing Signature Authority for Safe Deposit Box 2022-30 

A motion was made by Carlson/Haarklau to approve Resolution 2022-30 Authorizing Signature 

Authority for Safe Deposit Box. Voting in favor: MacDonell, Carlson, Haarklau and Tinquist. 

Voting against: None; Absent: Bartz: Motion carried. 

 

 

6. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 

The 9th Annual Light the Night will be held December 1, 2022 from 5-7 p.m. at Cohasset City Hall. 

 

Scherf presents there were 3 significant Blight complaints this fall. The files have been sent to the 

City Attorney for Criminal charges, and all 3 have been charged. Typically what the Attorney does 

is give the opportunity to clean up, letting me or the Zoning Officer know. I have been working 

with Tony (Zoning Office) and we let the Attorney know how the property looks and they decide 

if they proceed with Court Hearings or not. 

Scherf further presents there are a lot of property checks coming this fall for people who are away 

for the winter. I urge people if they are going to be gone, even for a week, let me know and we can 

keep an eye on your property.  

 

Carlson presents Lights on the Mississippi will start Thursday night, the same as Light the Night 

on river road in Cohasset. Santa will leave the City Hall and visit Lights on the Mississippi.  

 

Scherf adds that there is a lot of traffic, especially after Light the Night. I would like people to be 

aware that there will be foot traffic walking back and forth. I will also be talking to Walt for 

Community Event signs.  

 

All matters listed under consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by 

one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that 

item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  

 

7. Consent Agenda 

A. Approve Claims in the Amount of $179,051.10 

B. Approve the November 15, 2022 City Council Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Carlson/Tinquist to approve the consent agenda and claims in the 

amount of $179,051.10. Voting in favor: MacDonell, Carlson, Haarklau and Tinquist. Voting 

against: None; Absent: Bartz Motion carried. 

 

 

Adjourn: Mayor MacDonell adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m. 
 

 
Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Crystal Jarvi 
Approved: 12/13/2022 

 


