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City Council Work Sessions  
 
6:00 P.M. Work Session regarding Riverside St. City Right of way Shoreland usage. 
 
6:30 P.M. Work Session regarding Tioga Pit public hearing. 
 
6:45 P.M. Work Session regarding City Council Meeting Schedule for 2025 
 
 
7:00 PM City Council Meeting 
 
1. Call to Order: Mayor Andy MacDonell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call 
 
Present: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Terry Bartz 
 
Absent with notice: Councilors Kevin Ott and Andy Haarklua 
 
Ex-Officio Members: City Administrator, Max Peters; Security Officer, Dean Scherf, and 
Planning Commission Member, Tony Valtinson. 
 
3. Resident Input 

 
No resident input was recorded for this meeting. 
 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 

 
No Council Info / Liaison Reports recorded for this meeting.  
 
5. Approve Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the agenda. Councilor Terry Bartz 
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and 
Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilors Kevin Ott and Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None. Motion 
carried. 
 
6. (Starts at 7:05 PM) Public Hearing  

MINUTES 
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7:00 P.M. CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
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Public hearing to act on Planning Commission recommendation to create a Water Surface Use 
Ordinance for Tioga Mine Pit (Lake ID 31094600) pending MN DNR approval. 

 
Water Use Ordinance for Tioga Pit 
 
Zoning Officer Tony Valtinson presented the public hearing packet as follows: Page two - area 
map of Tioga Pit; pages three to six - a couple of public correspondences from landowners; 
pages seven to twenty eight – water surface rules and statutes packet from the DNR; pages 
twenty nine to thirty – sample ordinance. 
 
Zoning Officer Tony Valtinson discussed the creation of a water use ordinance for Tioga Pit due 
to safety and erosion concerns caused by high-speed watercraft. Residents have requested a no-
wake zone to protect the shoreline and ensure safety for non-motorized activities.  The DNR has 
120 to support or deny the requested changes.   
 
Mayor Andy MacDonell mentioned that there was a work session on this issue earlier and asked 
the City Council Members if there were any more comments or concerns to discuss.  No 
comments were made from the City Council.  Mayor Andy MacDonell asked the public if there 
were any comments on the issue.  No comments were made from the public. 
 
Zoning officer Tony Valtinson read two letters from the public that support the water surface use 
ordinance with a no wake zone.   
 
A motion was made by Councilor Terry Bartz to establish a 24/7 no-wake zone on Tioga Pit, 
pending approval from the MN DNR. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilors 
Kevin Ott and Andy Haarklua; Voting Against: None. Motion carried. 

 
7. Administration 

 
A. Personnel Policy Manual Revision  

 
The city is updating its personnel policy manual to align with current standards, including an 
organizational chart showing department heads reporting directly to the mayor and council. One 
of the changes is that the chart does not have a city administrator. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tindquist to approve the updated Personnel Policy 
Manual Revision. Mayor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy 
MacDonell and Councilor Kevin Tindquist; Absent: Councilors Kevin Ott and Andy Haarklua; 
Voting against: Councilor Terry Bartz; Motion carried. 
 

B. Updated Job Descriptions 
 
The updated job descriptions were approved to correspond with the revised policies and 
procedures to help with reviews for personnel and keep everyone accountable. 
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A motion was made by Councilor Terry Bartz to approve the city’s updated job descriptions to 
correspond with the revised Personnel Policy Manual Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the 
motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; 
Absent: Councilors Kevin Ott and Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

C. Hire a Financial Controller 
 
The council considered the hiring of Barbara Baird as the City of Cohasset’s new financial 
controller with an annual salary of $110,000. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Terry Bartz for approval to hire Barb Baird as the city’s new 
Financial Controller. Councilor Kevin Tinquist, seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor 
Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilors Kevin Ott 
and Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

D. Support of the Highway 169 Coalition 
 

Loren Solberg provided an overview of the Highway 169 coalition and its importance regarding 
safety.  The council discussed joining the Highway 169 Coalition to advocate for road 
improvements, particularly the dangerous stretch from Taconite to Pengilly. The council agreed 
to support the coalition with a $1,000 contribution. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to support the Highway 169 Coalition, with a 
contribution of $1,000. Councilor Terry Bartz, seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor 
Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilors Kevin Ott 
and Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 
 

E. Adopt Voting Operations, Technology, & Election Resource Agreement 
 

Council discussed Adopting Voting Operations Technology & Election Resource Agreement, 
which provides the county government's annual aid payments to help fund election equipment, 
cyber security investments, security related infrastructure, printing, publication, postage and staff 
costs. The Cohasset City County currently administers all absentee elections and mailing ballots 
for all county precincts. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinduist to approve the Agreement for Voting 
Operations, Technology, & Election Resources. Councilor Terry Bartz seconded the motion. 
Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: 
Councilors Kevin Ott and Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None. Motion carried. 
 

F. Liability Coverage Waiver Form 
 
The city of Cohasset is renewing League of MN property coverage, and the requirement is to 
choose to waive or not to waive monetary limits.  Cohasset City Council chose not to waive the 
monetary limits on municipal tort liability form.  
 
A motion was made by Councilor Terry Bartz for approval not to waive the monetary limits on 
municipal tort liability established by Minn. Stat. $466.04 Councilor Kevin Tinquist, seconded 
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the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Terry 
Bartz; Absent: Councilors Kevin Ott and Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None; Motion 
carried. 
 

G. 2025 Liquor Licenses 
 

The city requested approval to issue 2025 Liquor Licenses to Sauce Bros. Inc., RKR of Longville 
Ltd., and Rockets Liquor LLC. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve liquor licenses for Sauce Bros. Inc., 
RKR of Longville Ltd., and Rockets Liquor LLC. Councilor Terry Bartz seconded the motion. 
Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: 
Councilors Kevin Ott and Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None. Motion carried. 
 

H. 2025 Meeting Dates 
 

The council considered changing the meeting dates to accommodate the new mayor's schedule, 
who is active in the fire department. Meetings will be moved to the second and fourth Mondays 
of each month. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve changing the city council meeting  
dates to the second and fourth Monday of each month. Councilor Terry Bartz seconded the 
motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; 
Absent: Councilors Kevin Ott and Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None. Motion carried. 
 

 
I. Hiring Jaxon Rabbers for seasonal employment 

 
Stephanie Kessler is requesting approval to hire Jaxon Rabbers for seasonal part- time 
employment at $15.00 per hour as an ongoing seasonal employee for two seasons, who will work 
as needed or... on call for tasks during summer and winter months, mowing and attending the ice 
rink. Due to being a seasonal employee, he will be ineligible for benefits. 

A motion was made by Councilor Terry Bartz for approval to hire Jaxon Rabbers as a part-time 
seasonal employee. Councilor Kevin Tinquist, seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor 
Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilors Kevin Ott 
and Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 
8. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 
 
The City of Cohasset will be closed Thursday November 27th, 2024 and Friday November 28th, 
20224 for Thanksgiving. 
 
Stephanie Keller requests a public announcement of the Light the Night event. 

 
December 5th, 5 to 7, free chili, hot drinks, and treats at the Cohasset City Hall along with 
fireworks at 7 p.m., it's a very festive evening, and Santa will arrive on a firetruck.  Stephanie 
does a wonderful job with lots of volunteers. 
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All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that 
item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  
 
9. Consent Agenda 

A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $253,375.18 
B. Acknowledge September 9th, 2024, PC Minutes 
C. Acknowledge October 7, 2024, CPUB Minutes 
D. Acknowledge Bender Cemetery Deed   

 
Adjourn   
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor 
Terry Bartz seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin 
Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilors Kevin Ott and Andy Haarklua; Voting against: 
None. Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Andy MacDonell adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Abby Majewski 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


