o
MINUTES
COHASSET PUBLIC UTILITY BOARD

CITY OF 305 NW FIRST AVENUE, COHASSET, MN 55721

COHASSET MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2024

1. Call to Order: Chair Jack Yates called the meeting to order at 12:04 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Chair Jack Yates, Vice Chair Barbara Baird, Jim Mahon, and Ramona Sjostrand.
Absent with notice: Rachel Graf

Absent without notice: Ernie Braunschweig and Delbert Anderson

Ex-Officio Members present: Walt Shadley and Max Peters

3. Review and Approve the Agenda

A motion was made by public utility board member Barbara Baird to approve the agenda .
Member Jim Mahon seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair Jack Yates, Vice Chair
Barbara Baird, Jim Mahon, Ramona Sjostrand; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

4. Resident Input
No resident input

5. 2025 CPUB Nominations

Nominations for Board Positions
Nominations were made for Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary positions.

Jim Mahon nominated Jack Yates for Chair and Ramona Sjostrand for Vice Chair. Jack Yates
nominated Ramona Sjostrand as Secretary. All nominations were voted unanimously.

Barb Baird announced her transition to a new position with the city of Cohasset in Finance, necessitating
her resignation from the board by the end of the year.

6. 2025 CPUB Goals
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A. Road Construction Planning
Discussion on the upcoming road construction projects on roads 76 and 63, including the
potential for city sewer installation and collaboration with the county to phase the project over
several years.

B. County Collaboration
Exploration of collaboration with the county to manage the timing and cost of road and sewer
projects, potentially reducing costs through joint efforts. The importance of coordinating with the
county to align projects and reduce costs.

C. Natural Gas Expansion
Plans for expanding natural gas services in the local area. The expansion plan includes extending
services to approximately 120 residents. The need to follow up with the DNR and possibly
involve the District 1 Commissioner.

D. DNR Approval for Light Installation
Discussion on the challenges of obtaining DNR approval for a light installation project and the
possibility of revisiting the issue.

E. Housing Development Plans
Consideration of housing development projects for 2025, including city-owned sites and the type
of housing to be developed, such as single-family or multifamily units. The council needs to
decide on the type of housing development and find suitable developers. Housing and
Development Discussion on the demand for housing, particularly for the elderly, and the
challenges of finding suitable housing options. Mention of city council's role in approving
development projects and the housing shortage.

F. Data Center Project
Discussion about a potential Al data center project at the old Huber site, focusing on water and
sewer usage, energy requirements, and economic impact. The project could create significant job
opportunities and require infrastructure expansion.

G. Phase III Industrial Park

Discussion about Phase III Industrial Park where we have 120 acres to the north of Dove Tail and
looking at wetland remediation and shovel ready sites.

7. Approve November 4, 2024, CPUB Minutes

A motion was made by public utility board member Ramona Sjostrand to approve
November 4, 2024, CPUB Minutes. Member Jim Mahon seconded the motion. Voting in
favor: Chair Jack Yates, Vice Chair Barbara Baird, Jim Mahon, and Ramona Sjostrand;
Voting against: None; Motion carried.

8. Miscellaneous Business and FYI’s:
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Jim Mahon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Romona Sjostrand seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

Adjourned
Respectfully submitted by:
Abby Majewski
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