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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 
 
1. Call to Order: Mayor Andy MacDonell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call 
 
Present: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Kevin Ott and Terry Bartz 
 
Absent with notice: Councilors Andy Haarklua 
 
Ex-Officio Members: City Administrator, Max Peters; Security Officer, Dean Scherf, and 
Planning Commission Member, Tony Valtinson. 
 
3. Resident Input 

 
A resident, Dennis Thielen, raised concerns about a lighting issue on their property, which has 
been ongoing for 17 years. The resident mentioned paying for a light that was placed on the 
property of the owner. This issue will go to the Public Utilities Board for determination.  
 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 

 
The council discussed updates from the Planning Commission and the EDA, including 
reappointments and conversations about MN Technology and land discussions. 
 
5. Approve Agenda 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the agenda. Councilor Kevin Ott 
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist, 
Kevin Ott and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilor Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None. Motion 
carried. 
 
6. Administration 

 
A. IEDC Presentation 
 

Tamara Lowney provided an update on the IEDC's activities, including business support, site 
identification, and outreach efforts. She highlighted the increase in clients since 2019 and 
discussed specific projects and challenges, such as workforce development and site readiness. 
 
The ongoing development and investment in MN Technology as well as developing a business 
plan. Tamara highlighted IEDC’s efforts in cultural preservation and infrastructure 

MINUTES 
COHASSET CITY COUNCIL  
305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2024 
7:00 P.M. REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 



2 | Cohasset City Council – December 10, 2024 
 

improvements, including water and sewer access, community engagement efforts, including a 
storefront improvement program in Big Fork. IEDC has invested over $150,000 in the eco-
industrial park to make it more appealing for future businesses.  

 
B. Coalition of Utility Cities Presentation 

 
Shane Zahrt, Lobbyist from a firm called Flaherty and Hood introduced the Coalition of Utility 
Cities, which represents seven power plant host communities in Minnesota, such as Minnesota 
Power and Hoyt Lakes which hosts the Alaskan plant, focusing on energy transition and tax base 
protection. Minnesota Power makes up approximately 45% of the City’s tax base. He mentioned 
the Energy Transition Grant Program which provides financial support to communities affected 
by power plant retirements, with a focus on economic development. Shane addressed concerns 
about changes in utility property valuation and assessment, emphasizing the need to protect local 
tax bases from fluctuations. The coalition aims to give cities a voice at the state level and support 
them through energy transitions. The program has been funded with $10 million to support 
affected communities. 
 

C. December Meeting Schedule 
 

The Cohasset City Council meeting scheduled for December 24, 2024, will be held on December 
17, 2024, due to Christmas Eve Day holiday. 
 

D. Planning Commission Recommendation reappointing members 
 

Planning Commission recommendation to reappoint Scott Gerling, Gigi Pearson, and Mike Rock 
to the Planning Commission. Terms expire at the end of December 31,2024. New terms will be 
January 2025 through December 31, 2027. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to reappoint Scott Gerling, Gigi Pearson, and Mike 
Rock for Planning Commission. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Ott, Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: 
Councilor Andy Haarklua; Voting Against: None. Motion carried. 
 

E. Schedule Public Hearing for Planning Commission Rezone Properties 
 
The Planning Commission suggested a Public Hearing  to be set for January 27, 2025, too  
discuss rezoning a property with dual zoning districts including six parcels just south of Forsythe 
Lake 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to set a Public Hearing for January 27th, 2025 to 
rezone property south of Forsythe Lake. Councilor Terry Bartz seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Ott, Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: 
Councilor Andy Haarklua; Voting Against: None. Motion carried. 
 

F. Resolution 2024-23 adopting final budget 
 
A motion was requested to adopt Resolution 2024-23, adopting the final 2025 budget with a 5% 
increase. 
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A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to adopt the 2024-23 budget. Councilor Terry 
Bartz seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Ott, 
Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilor Andy Haarklua; Voting Against: None. 
Motion carried. 
 

G. Resolution 2024-24 adopting final levy 
 
A motion was requested to adopt Resolution 2024-24, adopting the final 2024 tax levy 
collectible in 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to adopt the Resolution 2024-24 final tax levy. 
Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, 
Councilors Kevin Ott, Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilor Andy Haarklua; 
Voting Against: None. Motion carried. 
 

H. Resolution 2024-25 to apply to the Economic Development Phase 3 – Blackwater 
 
A motion was requested to adopt resolution 24-25 to apply to the Department of Employment 
and Economic Development for funding Phase 3 - Blackwater-Banks Riverfront Redevelopment 
Infrastructure. Applying for a million-dollar grant. 
  
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to adopt the Resolution 2024-25 to apply to the 
Department of Employment and Economic Development for funding Phase 3 - Blackwater-
Banks Riverfront Redevelopment Infrastructure. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the 
motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Ott, Kevin Tinquist and 
Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilor Andy Haarklua; Voting Against: None. Motion carried. 
 

I. Great Tails Land Swap 
 
Great Tails Animal Rescue requested a swap of industrial park lots due to construction concerns. 

• GTAR parcel ID: 05-442-0131 
• Cohasset parcel ID: 05-442-0280 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Terry Bartz to swap industrial park lots with Great Tails 
Animal Rescue. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy 
MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Ott, Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilor Andy 
Haarklua; Voting Against: None. Motion carried. 
 

J. Saltdogg Spreader Quotes 
 
Walt Shadley requested approval to purchase new Saltdogg Salter. Two bids were received.  
Widdes Feed and Farm Supply - $8,695.00 and Martin’s Snowplow and Equipment- $9,547.94.  
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to work with Martins due to their business being 
local. Councilor Terry Bartz seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, 
Councilors Kevin Ott, Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilor Andy Haarklua; 
Voting Against: None. Motion carried. 
 

K. Approve hiring Abby Majewski as Deputy Clerk 
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Requesting a motion to approve the hiring of Abby Majewski as full-time deputy clerk at $22.00 
per hour, with all Union Benefits, retroactive to November 25, 2024. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the hire of Abby Majewski as a full-
time employee as Deputy Clerk at $22.00 per hour with all Union benefits, retroactive to 
November 25, 2024. Councilor Kevin Ott seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy 
MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Ott, Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilor Andy 
Haarklua; Voting Against: None. Motion carried. 
 

L. Approve hiring Geoffrey Martin as Custodian  
 
Requesting a motion to approve the hiring of Geoffrey Martin as a  full-time custodian at $16.00 
per hour, with all Union Benefits. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to approve the hiring of Geoffrey Martin as a full-
time custodian at $16.00 per hour, with all Union benefits. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded 
the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Ott, Kevin Tinquist and 
Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilors Andy Haarklua; Voting Against: None. Motion carried. 
 
7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 
 
Light the Night event was a success. Thanks to Stephanie Kessler.  
 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that 
item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  
 
8. Consent Agenda 

A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $91,575.51 
B. Approve October 22, 2024, Work Session Minutes 
C. Approve October 22, 2024, Regular City Council Minutes 
D. Approve November 12, 2024, Regular City Council Minutes 
E. Approve November 26, 2024, Work Session and Regular City Council Minutes  

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Kevin 
Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Ott, 
Kevin Tinquist, and Terry Bartz; Absent: Councilors Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None. 
Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, Mayor Andy MacDonell adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Abby Majewski 
  


