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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 
 
1. Call to Order: Mayor Andy MacDonell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call 
 
Present: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Terry Bartz, Kevin Ott, and Andy Haarklau 
 
Ex-Officio Members: Security Officer, Dean Scherf. 
 
3. Resident Input 

 
No resident input was recorded for this meeting. 
 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 

 
No Council Info / Liaison Reports recorded for this meeting.  
 
5. Approve Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the amended agenda. Councilor Andy Haarklau 
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist, Terry Bartz Kevin 
Ott, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors; Voting against: None. Motion carried. 

 
 

6. Administration 
 
A. Proposed January 2025 Agenda 
 

There was no action needed for the Proposed January 2025 Agenda, Mayor Andy MacDonell just wanted the 
staff to pick up the normal January appointments for city engineer and the new Mayor. There will be more 
discussion on this when Josh Casper takes the Mayor’s seat. 

 
B. Fund Transfer 

 
The council discussed and approved the final 2024 budget, including operating transfers from the general fund 
to the parks fund, and the Riverfront Fund to balance city funds. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to approve the funds transfers. Councilor Terry Bartz seconded 
the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Ott Terry Bartz, Kevin Tinquist, and 
Andy Haarklau; Absent: None. Voting against: None. Motion carried. 
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C. Apply for DNR Grant 
 

Stephanie Kessler requested approval for a grant application for up to $5,000 from the DNR for bike racks, 
benches, and interpretive signs at Portage Park as part of the United Way Day of Action. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the grant application for up to $5,000 from the 
DNR for bike racks, benches, and interpretive signs at Portage Park. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the 
motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist, Terry Bartz, Kevin Ott, and Andy 
Haarklau; Absent: Councilors; Voting against: None. Motion carried. 
 

D. Termination 
 

Pam Dixon requested a motion to place Max Peters on administrative leave with a final termination date of January 2, 2025. 
The city has eliminated the city administrator position as part of a restructuring of the city and updated HR policies. The 
city offered Max the Economic Development Director position; Max Peters declined the offer.  
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to approve placing Max Peters on Administrative leave, with a 
final termination date of January 2, 2025. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: 
Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist, Kevin Ott, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors; 
Voting against: Councilor Terry Bartz. Motion carried. 
 

E. Added Item -S.E.H. Agreement 
 
S.E.H requested approval of the supplemental and master agreements for professional services with SEH, ensuring 
continuity of ongoing projects. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to approve the supplemental and master agreements for 
professional services with SEH. Councilor Terry Bartz seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy 
MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist, Terry Bartz, Kevin Ott, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors; 
Voting against: None. Motion carried. 
 

F. Added Item – Recruit Director of Economic Development 
 
A request for approval to recruit a Director of Economic Development to focus on the city's economic interests and 
development. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to approve the recruitment of a Director of Economic Development. 
Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin 
Tinquist, Terry Bartz, Kevin Ott, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors; Voting against: None. Motion 
carried. 
 

G. Added Item - MN Technology LLC Economic Development Incentive Package 
 
A request for approval of an incentive package for MN Technologies to purchase property in the industrial park, including 
a TIF and power upgrade. 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the incentive package for MN Technologies to 
purchase property in the industrial park, including a TIF and power upgrade. Councilor Kevin Tinquist 
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist, Terry Bartz, Kevin 
Ott, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors; Voting against: None. Motion carried. 
 

H. Added Item - Officer Positions 
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A request for a motion to appoint the following people into the Firefighter Officer Positions effective by January 1, 2025 
 
1st Assistant Chief – Joe Rabbers 
2nd Assistant Chief – Josh Casper 
Captain 2 – Chris Thompson 
Lieutenant – Mitch Drotts 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the new officer’s positions. Councilor Kevin Ott 
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist, Terry Bartz, Kevin 
Ott, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors; Voting against: None. Motion carried. 
 

I. Added Item – Approve payment to TNT 
 

Requesting approval of payment to TNT for October and November 2024 infrastructure in the amount of 
$1,085,939.19.  The check is included with all the other AP checks for signature, it was dated 12/18/2024 and if 
approved and signed will be mailed 12/18/2024 and included in claims approval at the first meeting in January.  
If it is not approved, it will be voided.   

A motion was made by Councilor Terry Bartz to approve the payment of $1,085,939.19 to TNT for October 
and November.  Councilor Kevin Ott seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, 
Councilors Kevin Tinquist, Terry Bartz, Kevin Ott, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors; Voting against: 
None. Motion carried. 
 

J. Added Item - Resignation of Firefighter Kevin Ott 
 
A request for approval to accept resignation of firefighter Kevin Ott from the Cohasset fire department. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Terry Bartz to approve the resignation of firefighter Kevin Ott from the fire 
department. Councilor Andy Haarklua seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, 
Councilors Kevin Tinquist, Terry Bartz, Kevin Ott, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors; Voting against: 
None. Motion carried. 
 

K. Added Item - Promote Firefighter Trainee to Firefighter 
 
Dave Myers requested a motion for approval to move Christian Long from trainee status at $16.80 per hour to 
firefighter status at $18.90 per hour, effective 12/17/24. As he passed all his Certification Tests for the Fire 
Department at $16.80 per hour to firefighter status at $18.90 per hour effective 12/17/2024. 

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to approve moving Christan Long from trainee status of $16.80 
per hour to Firefighter status at $18.90 per hour effective December 17, 2024.  Councilor Kevin Tinquist 
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist, Terry Bartz, Kevin 
Ott, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Councilors; Voting against: None. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 
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Mayor Andy MacDonell announced, 
 
 “I would also like to thank Mr. Bartz and Mr. Ott for their service. Terry, how many years? 14. 14 years here serving the 
city. And you've done an excellent job and got us to where we are. And we appreciate your service. Thank you. It's been 
good. Thank you very much for your service as a firefighter and councilor here. I know you won't be a stranger and will 
still continue to help the city in everything you do. So, I appreciate that. Thank you both.” 
 
Councilor Kevit Ott announced, 
 
“Shop with a Hero event was Sunday, and Cohasset Fire had donated out of their Hook and Ladder Fund $500, which 
allowed for five kids that were nominated through different service providers to buy Christmas presents for their family, 
which is pretty awesome. Cohasset Fire had members there. They do it every year. It was a good turnout. They choose 30 
kids every year. 29 went. So, yeah. From Aitkin County to Itasca, from Nashwauk to Cohasset, Keewatin, and Grand 
Rapids.” 

 

Councilors Terry Bartz and Kevin Ott thanked each other for their years of service on the city council and thanked all the 
other council members as well. 

 

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. 
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 
from the consent agenda and considered separately. 
 
 
8. Consent Agenda 

A. Approve Claims in the Amount of $121,470.70 
B. Approve August 20th, 2024, City Council Minutes 
C. Acknowledge November 4, 2024, PC Minutes 
D. Acknowledge Amended Personnel Policy Manual   

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Ott to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Terry Bartz seconded 
the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Andy MacDonell, Councilors Kevin Tinquist and Terry Bartz, Kevin Ott 
and Andy Haarklau; Absent: None; Voting against: None. Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Andy MacDonell adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Abby Majewski 
 

 

 

  


