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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 
 
1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call 
 
Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and 
Shannon Benolken 
 
Ex-Officio Members: City Financial Controller Barb Baird; Zoning Officer, Tony Valtinson; 
Security Officer, Dean Scherf 
 
3. Resident Input 
 
Resident Diane Libra, 38645 Bear Paw Trail, Cohasset, wrote a letter to the City Council and 
suggested to the council during the meeting that the city should consider putting up a building for 
indoor pickleball courts. Diane highlighted the sport's popularity and health benefits for the older 
generation and she suggested potential funding through grants and business donations. 
 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 
 
The council discussed the approval of a proclamation for the United Way's Day of Action on 
June 17th, with June 18th as a rain date. 
 
Andy MacDonell mentioned he updated the public utility board about the possibility of water & 
sewer extensions as well as the natural gas extension that are currently being planned. 
 
Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, shared that the city is currently seeking members for the Cohasset 
Public Utility Board (CPUB), Economic Development Authority (EDA), and Planning 
Commission and that newspaper ads were submitted and should be running in the paper over the 
next couple of weeks advertising for the member positions. 

 
5. Approve Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda with the changes to 
table 6B and added 6E, Letter of Understanding for Union Natural Gas Certifications. 
Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: 
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
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6. Administration 

 
A. Itasca Historical Society Exempt Permit 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the Itasca County Historical 
Society Exemption Permit for use of the Cohasset City Hall to hold a Purse Bingo Fundraiser, 
scheduled for September 28, 2025. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and 
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

B. Approve contract with Paul T. Shaffer- Criminal Legal Services 
 

Tabled for further discussion. 
 

C. Approve Low quote for City Hall Roof Replacement $143,850 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve moving forward with a bid from 
TNT Construction LLC. quoted at $143,850.00 to replace the roof on the Cohasset City Hall, 
with the assumption that price may increase depending on the amount of damage.; Councilor 
Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 

D.  Approve Letter of Support - Minnesota Power Solar Project 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the signing of a Letter of Support 
for Minnesota Power Solar Project. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting 
in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, 
and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

E. Added Item – Letter of Understanding – American Federation of State, County, and 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME)  
 

This proposal aims to support an amendment to the union contract to increase pay for Public Works or 
Public Utilities employees who have completed certain certifications. The proposed pay increase is 
$5,000 upon exam completion, followed by $500 annually until it reaches a total of $10,000. The union 
provides pay increases for employees who achieve specific benchmarks and certifications. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve and support the amendment to 
the AFSCME Union contract to increase the pay for the Public Work/ Public Utilities 
employees as stated. $5,000 effective upon exam completion and then $500 annually each year 
until they reach a full credit of $10,000.; Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. 
Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin 
Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
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7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 
 
Councilor Shannon Benolken suggested inviting Diane Larson, Director of Itasca County 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA), to discuss the 2024 housing study. The council 
agreed it would be beneficial to have her come to a Council meeting and share some information 
regarding their projects and planning for the city. 
 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that 
item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  
 
8. Consent Agenda 

A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $99,434.24 
B. Approve January 13, 2025, Work Session Minutes 
C. Approve January 13, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes 
D. Acknowledge November 4, 2024, CPUB Minutes 
E. Acknowledge December 2, 2024, CPUB Minutes 
F. Acknowledge October 1, 2024, EDA Minutes 
G. Acknowledge November 19, 2024, EDA Minutes 
H. Acknowledge December 3, 2024, EDA Minutes 
I. Acknowledge December 2, 2024, PC Minutes 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the Consent Agenda as 
submitted with corrections to 8C, January 13, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes; Councilor 
Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:17 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Abby Majewski 
  


