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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 
 
1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call 
 
Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and 
Shannon Benolken 
 
Ex-Officio Members: City Financial Controller, Barb Baird; Zoning Officer, Tony Valtinson; 
Security Officer, Dean Scherf 
 
3. Resident Input 
 
None 
 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 
 
None 

 
5. Approve Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the agenda with the changes 
to table 6B, and added 6F, Letter of Support for Itasca County and their endeavor of pursuing 
the Community Energy Grant. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and 
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 
 
 

(Starts at 7:05pm) Public Hearing 
 

1. Public Hearing #1 – Floodplain Ordinance 
A public hearing was held to discuss amendments to the City of Cohasset Land Use Controls 
Ordinance sections 10.065 Flood Hazard Areas and Map, 10.066 Interpretation of Zoning 
Districts, Shoreland and the adoption of a new floodplain ordinance. The changes aim to 
maintain eligibility for the National Flood Insurance Program. 
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A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to adopt the City of Cohasset Floodplain 
Ordinance as presented, Repeal City of Cohasset Land Use Controls Ordinance, Sections 
10.065, 10.066, B2 and B3, and 10.084. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. 
Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin 
Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 

6. Administration 
 
A. Act on Safety Committee recommendations to purchase two new AED’s 

 
The Safety Committee recommended purchasing two new AED’s from Stellar Medical 
Equipment. The new AED’s will replace outdated ones and match those at the Bass Brook 
Community Center and the fire hall. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the purchase of two new AED’s 
from Stellar Medical Equipment. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and 
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

B. Approve Minnesota Power Charging Station Easement Agreement 
 

Tabled until further notice 
 

C. Approve Resolution 2025-15 Decertify TIF District 2-1 Felix 
 

Approve Resolution 2025-15 Decertifying TIF District 2-1, Felix, as all projects have been 
completed, and it is a mandatory decertification by the state auditor. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve Resolution 2025-15 Decertifying 
TIF District 2-1 for the Felix property. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting 
in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, 
and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

D. Approve $6,000 Contribution for 2025 Independence Day Fireworks Display 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve contributing $6,000 for the 
2025 Independence Day Fireworks Display; Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. 
Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin 
Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

E. Approve Certificate of Survey – M.N. Technology 
 

A new survey for MN Technologies in the industrial park, with a reduced lot size and a first right 
of refusal for additional property. 
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A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the SEH survey for MNTEC on 
Outlaw D and the Industrial Park. Councilor Andy MacDonell amended his motion to add the 
city will redraft a new purchase agreement reflecting the outline of the property and the first 
record refusal as discussed for up to three years at market rate for the balance of the property; 
Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; 
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

F. Added Item- Letter of Support for Itasca County to pursue funds from Grant 

Itasca County requested a letter of support from the city to pursue funding from the Community 
Energy Transition Grant. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve drafting a Letter of Support for 
Itasca County to pursue funding from the Community Energy Transition Grant.; Councilor 
Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried  

 

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 
 
Stephanie Kessler presented to the council at the Work Session her plans and agenda for the 
United Way Day of Action, June 17, 2025, which will include many community updates and 
projects, and she is hoping for at least 100-150 volunteers to make it a successful event to 
contribute to the city. 
 
Councilor Shannon Benolken announced that she had attended the Full Moon Hike, another 
event put on by Stephanie Kessler and is open to the public. She thought it was great and 
recommended others to take the opportunity to attend a Full Moon Hike in the future, as 
Benolken felt it was a wonderful experience. 
 
Security Officer: Dean Scherf mentioned that there had been some complaints about people 
blocking the right-of-way in their yards out to the shoulder of the roads because they're upset 
about snowmobilers going through. But the law is that the right-of-way runs 33 feet from the 
center line. Scherf was told that they can go to that mark, the 33-foot mark, and they can't block 
all the way up to the road. Not only is it illegal, it also creates a safety issue as well. 

Scherf also said that he met with the Sheriff’s Department, and they agreed to continue the extra 
coverage and patrol the area on a discretionary deal, at the City's wishes. They will increase 
patrols during high peak times. 

 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that 
item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  
 
8. Consent Agenda 
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A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $78,502.35 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Consent Agenda; Councilor 
Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at approximately  
7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski 
  


