MINUTES

i COHASSET CITY COUNCIL
305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
CITY OF MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025

COHASSET REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

7:00 PM City Council Meeting

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon
Benolken

Ex-Officio Members: City Financial Controller Barb Baird; Zoning Officer, Tony Valtinson; Security
Officer, Dean Scherf, Park and Recreation Director; Stephanie Kessler

3. Resident Input

Kayleigh Svoboda, 125 Riverside Ave, Cohasset, proposed holding free yoga classes at the
Cohasset Community Center. The classes would be open to all, not just Cohasset residents, and
would initially be held on Monday and Wednesday mornings. She requested the city waive the
rental fee for the community center.

The council agreed to allow the yoga classes for a month as a trial, with the possibility of
revisiting the arrangement if the classes become popular.

4. Council Info / Liaison Reports

Mayor Josh Casper gave an update on the Planning Commission and Economic Development
Authority. (EDA) Planning commission was able to get Gigi Pearson swore in as new chair and
discussed cannabis retail registration, which was tabled. The EDA discussed promoting the
industrial park and improving marketing materials to attract businesses.

5. Approve Agenda

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda with the changes to
table 6D, and add 6H, Salary increase for Public Works. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded
the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy
Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.
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6. Administration
A. Approve Public Safety Grant Transfers

Requesting a motion to approve the transfer of Public Safety Grant Funds from the (100) General
Fund to the (601) Water Fund. The amount of the transfer is $46,510.00, and it is intended for
the purchase of an Emergency Generator. The original amount of the Safety grant was $117,000,
and after the purchase of the Emergency Generator, $70,490 remains in the fund.

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the transfer of Public Safety
Grand Funds from (100) General Fund to the (601) Water Fund. Councilor Andy Haarklau
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy
Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

B. Approve City of Cohasset Credit Card Purchasing Policy

Requesting a motion for approval of the City of Cohasset Credit Card Purchasing Policy on
March 10, 2025. The policy has been reviewed to include more detailed guidelines and require
employee agreement.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve Cohasset Credit Card
Purchasing Policy. Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper,
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken;
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

C. 2025 Gas Expansion Material Bids — Walt Shadley

Requesting a motion for approval of the low quote from Border States in the amount of
$104,953.00 for materials required for the 2025 gas expansion. The second quote from Groebner
was $111,920.73.

A motion was made by Councilor Tinquist to approve 2025 Gas Expansion Material Bid with
Border States in the amount of $104,953.00 to cover the cost of materials required. Shannon
Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy
MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting
against: None; Motion carried.

D. Revision of Senior Public Works Job Descriptions/ Natural Gas Certification
Tabled for further discussion.
E. Safe Routes to School Grant Agreement & Adopt Resolution Terms & Conditions

Requesting a motion to authorize the necessary signatures on the Safe Routes to School Program
grant agreement and adopt resolution 2025-18, Safe Routes to School grant terms and conditions.
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A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve Safe Routes to School Grant
Agreement and Adopt Resolution 2025-18 grant terms and conditions. Andy Haarklau
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy
Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

F. Approve Revised Section 2.2 and the MP Charging Station Easement Agreement

Requesting a motion to approve the Approve Revised Section 2.2 in the Minnesota Power
Charging Station Easement Agreement and authorize the necessary signatures.

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the Approve Revised Section
2.2 in the Minnesota Power Charging Station Easement Agreement and authorize the
necessary signatures. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor:
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

G. Approve Resolution 2025-19 Accepting $1,000 Donation from Lonza, USA. Inc.

Requesting a motion to approve the resolution 2025-19, accepting $1,000 donation to the City of
Cohasset to be used for safety equipment from Lonza USA, Inc.

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the resolution 2025-19, accepting
a $1,000 donation to the City of Cohasset to be used for safety equipment from Lonza USA,
Inc. funds will be deposited into the fire department funds. Councilor Shannon Benolken
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy
Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

H. Added Item — Approve pay increase for Works Supervisor Walter Shadley

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve a pay increase for Public Works
Supervisor Walt Shadley to mirror the Letter of Understanding that was approved at the
February 10, 2025 Council meeting. Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor:
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs:

Mayor Josh Casper said that a few people that watch the council meetings have brought to his
attention that the Minnesota flag has not been updated and being the City is a government building
we should update the Minnesota flag.
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Mayor Josh Casper also took part in the monthly chamber luncheon as a guest panel speaker
along with Tasha Conley Mayor of Grand Rapids, Amy Pfeiffer from Big Fork and County
Commissioner Casey Venema. Councilor Shannon Benolken was the mediator.

Security Officer Dean Scherf discussed that the school has recently implemented a new
afternoon pickup policy. The change was prompted by a previous issue on Columbus Avenue,
where traffic congestion extended onto Hwy 2, posing a safety hazard. In response, the pickup
location was relocated to 2nd Avenue on the west side of City Hall, with access around on 4th
Street. However, this adjustment has led to new challenges, as it is now causing blockages at the
fire department entrances and once again causing traffic to back up onto Hwy 2. Currently
parents should be lining up on 1st Avenue, east of City Hall and utilize the city parking lot across
the street here. Dean will be working with the school principal to come up with the safest plan.

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired,
that item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.

8. Consent Agenda

A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $180,820.48

B. Approve January 27, 2025, City Council Work Session Minutes
C. Approve January 27, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes

D. Acknowledge January 6, 2025, CPUB Minutes

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Consent Agenda with
corrections to the meeting dates identified by Councilor Shannon Benolken. Councilor
Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors
Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None;
Voting against: None; Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski
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