MINUTES

COHASSET CITY COUNCIL

305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
CITY OF MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025

COHASSET CITY COUNCIL OPEN WORK SESSION

Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 6:38 p.m.

Roll Call
Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and

Shannon Benolken.

Non-Officio Members: Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson;
Security Officer; Dean Scherf, Park and Recreation Coordinator; Stephanie Kessler, United
Way; Kim Brink Smith, Itasca County Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development
Manager; Matt Shermoen

United Way Day of Action project list

Discussion on the United Way Day of Action project list, focusing on selecting three zones for
volunteer activities and addressing liability concerns. The plan includes distributing flyers to
recruit volunteers and inform residents about the potential assistance.

USPS lease for the post office
Discussion on the USPS lease for the post office, questioning the need for external legal
assistance. The council decided to table the issue for further discussion at an April work session.

IRRRB funding and housing projects

Matt Shermoen; IEDC, talked about his discussion on Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation
Board (IRRRB) funding and housing projects, including the trailer park purchase and cleanup
costs. The group considered making an offer to the property owner and discussed potential
funding sources.

Discussion on congressional funding for a sewer project, with positive feedback from
Representative Stauber's office. The sewer project is considered a suitable candidate for
congressional funding.

City attorney contract

Discussion on the city attorney contract, introducing Aaron Michels as a potential candidate and
considering his proposal. The group agreed to request a proposal from Aaron Michels for the
city’s criminal legal services.

Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 6:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski
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