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1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and 
Shannon Benolken 

Non-Officio Members: Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, 
Security Officer; Dean Scherf, and Itasca County Development Corporation (IEDC) Business 
Development Manager; Matt Shermoen, and Minnesota Power Vice President of Operations; Todd 
Simmons 
 

 
3. Proclimation/ Presentations 

 
1. North Country Trail Town 

 
Cohasset aims to become a North Country Trail Town, supporting hiking with nearly seven 
miles of trails within city limits. The proclamation is the first step in this designation. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the North Country Trail Town 
Proclimation. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh 
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; 
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

 
4. Resident Input 
 
None 
 
5. Council Info / Liaison Reports 

 
Councilor Andy MacDonell discussed the trip he took to St. Paul to testify on the bonding 
hearing in favor of a $2.5 million ask from the bonding committee for the water tower rehab and 
water and sewer project phases one and two. There is a possibility there could be sixteen phases. 
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6. Approve Agenda 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Agenda with the additions of 
G and H. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: 
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 
7. Administration 
 

A. Minnesota Power Presentation 
 

Minnesota Power Vice President of Operations; Todd Simmons discussed the company's 15-year 
Integrated Resource Plan (IRP), which includes plans for renewable energy expansion, grid 
modernization, and customer affordability. The IRP sets a goal of achieving 90% renewable 
energy by 2035 and involves the addition of 400 megawatts of new wind power along with 
expanding energy storage capacity. As part of the plan, Minnesota Power will cease coal 
operations at Boswell Unit 3 by 2030, considering a conversion to natural gas and exploring 
biomass options, while Unit 4 will transition to a gas-coal mix. It's noteworthy that WPPI Energy, 
a 20% owner of Boswell IV, is in agreement with this plan.  
 
In addition, Minnesota Power is evaluating industrial load growth, including data centers and the 
electrification of transportation, by modeling various scenarios to assess potential impacts on 
energy demand. The IRP is currently open for stakeholder comments for a duration of four months, 
with approval expected in 2026. Stakeholders have the opportunity to provide feedback through 
various channels. Furthermore, Minnesota Power is undergoing a significant transition from a 
publicly traded utility to a privately held one, with partnerships formed with CPP Investments and 
Global Infrastructure Partners. This acquisition aims to strengthen operations and financial 
foundation, ensuring reliable, affordable, and sustainable energy solutions, with continued 
regulatory oversight. 

 
The public hearings for the acquisition are set to take place on April 7th at Fond du Lac and the 
Inn at Lake Superior, April 8th at Mesabi Range, virtually on April 10th, and April 11th at 
Morrison County Government Center. The approvals from the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) and Public Service Commissions of WI are currently in progress. 

 
B. Approve Aaron Michel’s Legal Agreement 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve Aaron Michel’s Criminal Legal 
Agreement. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh 
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; 
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 
 

C. Approve KLM Supervision & Inspection Service Agreement 
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Recommendation to approve the fee summary and payment to KLM Engineering (KLM) for the 
construction supervision and inspection services for the water tower project. The final step of 
this process will be inspection services by KLM in the amount of $55,727.50. Submittal Reviews 
of $2,500.00. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve fee summary and payment to 
KLM not to exceed $58,227.50. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and 
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
D. Approve Legal Description / Subdivision of Cohasset Industrial Park 

 
Approve new legal description / subdivision of Cohasset Industrial Park (CIP) lot Parcell ID 
(PID) 05-442-4000 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the new legal 
description/subdivision of Cohasset Industrial Park (CIP) lot Parcel ID (PID) 05-442-4000. 
Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: 
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
E. Approve Letter of Support for Itasca County for Minnesota Pollution Control Agency  

FY 2025 Statewide Waste Reduction and Reuse Grant Program 
 

Requesting Council approve a Letter of Support for Itasca County's Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) grant application to establish a reuse center at the Itasca County transfer 
station. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve Letter of Support for Itasca County 
for MPCA grant application to establish a reuse center at the Itasca County Transfer station. . 
Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors 
Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; 
Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
F. Approve Letter of Support for Itasca County for Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

Construction & Demolition 
 

Requesting Council approve a Letter of Support for Itasca County's for MPCA grant application 
to develop a comprehensive C&D management plan. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve a Letter of Support for Itasca 
County for MPCA grant application to develop a comprehensive C&D Management Plan for 
Statewide Waste Reduction. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: 
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and 
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
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G. Added Item – Approve Revised Minnesota Power Charging Station Easement Agreement 
and Authorize the necessary signatures. 
 

Requesting Council approval of the revised Minnesota Power Charging Station easement 
agreement, ensuring Minnesota Power is responsible for cleanup if they terminate the agreement. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the revised Minnesota Power 
Charging Station Easement Agreement and authorize necessary signatures. Councilor 
Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 

 
H. Added Item - ICS Change Orders for Gate / Fencing  

 
Requesting Council approval for relocation of storage buildings and fencing for the Blackwater 
Banks project, with a net increase of $6,221.85 due to changes in paving and fencing costs. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve ICS Change Order for 
Gate/Fencing with a net increase of $6,221.85. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. 
Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin 
Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

8. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 
 

Security Officer; Dean Scherf reported on the successful Purse Bingo event held by the Forward 
Health Foundation, and Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson discussed a potential bill HF1012 
regarding ATV use on state lands. 
 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that 
item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  
 

9. Consent Agenda 
 
A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $200,292.54 
B. Approve August 20, 2024, Regular City Council Minutes 
C. Approve February 10, 2025, Work Session Minutes 
D. Approve February 10, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes 
E. Approve February 24, 2025, Work Session Minutes 
F. Approve February 24, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes 
G. Approve March 10, 2025, Closed Work Session Minutes 
H. Approve March 10, 2025, Open Work Session Minutes 
I. Approve Cemetery Deed, - Neil W. Anderson 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Consent Agenda as read. 
Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
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Councilors Andy MacDonell, Andy Haarklau, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; 
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
 

Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski 


