AR MINUTES
i COHASSET CITY COUNCIL
305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
CITY OF MONDAY, MARCH 31, 2025

COHASSET CITY COUNCIL OPEN WORK SESSION

Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 5:59 p.m.

Roll Call
Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon

Benolken. Council Andy Haarklau joined the meeting at 6:37 p.m.

Non-Officio Members: Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Zoning Officer; Security Officer;
Dean Scherf, Itasca County Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development Manager;
Matt Shermoen, Criminal Attorney; Aaron J. Michel’s and Amanda MacDonell

Aaron J. Michael's Contract for Criminal Legal Services

Discussion on Aaron J. Michael's background and his contract for criminal legal services,
including his experience in Alaska and his current commitments in Grand Rapids, Deer River,
and Bovey. Aaron J. Michael is highly recommended, and his compensation is set at $25,000
annually, prorated for the month of April 2025.

Update from IEDC

Discussion on the final decision regarding the trailer park, including outstanding balances, taxes,
and cleanup costs. The Economic Development Authority (EDA) will make a final determination
at the EDA meeting; April 1, 2025, regarding the offer for the trailer park. Andy MacDonell is
working on getting two quotes for clean-up at the trailer park.

Site Development and Forfeited Lands
Discussion on site development research for the county and potential development of forfeited
lands within city limits. Some properties are located on the rail line with rail access.

Community Grants and Funding

Discussion on community grants, including the Home Giving Area Grant submitted to Blandin
for a $600,000 three-year program and a request for $250,000. Clarification on fund usage was
obtained, and adjustments will be made with a final agreement expected by June 2025.

Industrial Park Development

Discussion on a potential development in the industrial park by a family from Deer River area.
They are interested in a five-acre plot for a doggy daycare facility and inquired about splitting
the lot. Various plots were considered, including those with wetland issues.

Bonding Application for Water and Sewer Projects
Councilor Andy MacDonell reported on a trip to St. Paul to discuss bonding applications for
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water tower repairs and sewer projects. The projects one and two involve 16 phases to improve
water and sewer infrastructure. Councilor MacDonell was looking for help to get the sewer off
our waterways.

Speed Hump Complaint

Dean Danielson requested changes to a speed hump in front of his property, asking for it to be
larger or steeper. The discussion included past complaints and comparisons to other speed
humps.

Discussion on traffic issues, particularly speeding on Tioga and Towson Streets. Suggestions
included monitoring by law enforcement and potential installation of speed bumps. Concerns
about local traffic and accidents were raised.

Road Maintenance and Budget

Discussion on road maintenance strategies, including the use of software to assess road
conditions and budgeting $350,000 annually for repairs. Concerns about previous overlay
methods and the need for smarter repair strategies were discussed.

Trail Town Proclamation

Amanda MacDonell, presented the Proclamation for the City of Cohasset to become a Trail
Town, part of the North Country Hiking Trail Association. This would involve signage and
recognition as a welcoming community for hikers.

The council’s support is requested for the proclamation.

EDA Loan Letters
Discussion on sending letters to EDA loan recipients. The need for a formal letter and discussion
on the approach was mentioned.

Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 6:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski
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