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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken 

Absent with notice: Councilor Andy Haarklau 

Ex-Officio Members: City Financial Controller Barb Baird; Zoning Officer, Tony Valtinson; Security 
Officer, Dean Scherf, Park and Recreation Director; Stephanie Kessler, and Itasca County 
Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development Manager; Matt Shermoen 

3. Resident Input 

 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 
 
Councilor Andy MacDonell reported that he attended part of the Cohasset Public Utility Board 
(CPUB) meeting that took place on April 7, 2025. The meeting focused on water tower 
maintenance, utility phases one and two, and discussion on the state funding for the bonding bill, 
along with CPUB goals. 
 
Mayor Josh Casper reported that both he and Councilor Andy MacDonell attended the Cohasset 
Economic Development Authority (EDA) meeting which took place on April 1, 2025. The 
meeting focused on efforts to improve the small business loan application process with positive 
progress noted. 
 
Mayor Josh Casper also reported that public support was largely in favor of Minnesota Power's 
acquisition by Canadian Pension Partners and Global Infrastructure Partners, despite some 
opposition from metro government representatives. 
 
Councilor Shannon Benolken reported that she attended the Cohasset Planning Commission 
meeting which took place on April 7, 2025. There was some discussion on the Cannabis Retail 
Registration with more information to come. 
 

  
 

5. Approve Agenda 
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A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda with the additions of 
6E and 6F. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh 
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy 
Haarklau, Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
6. Administration 
 

A. Update on Parks & Rec activities – Stephanie Kessler 
 

Stephanie Kessler provided a detailed report on various activities including hikes, Cribbage 
Club, and upcoming events like the seasonal pond project and sports programs. Activities are 
positively impacting the community, fostering social connections and physical activity. 
 

B. Approve hiring concession stand attendants – Stephanie Kessler 
 
Requesting a motion for approval to hire Lyla Michels and Jackson Jolicoeur as part-time 
summer employees to work at the Portage Park Concession Stand. Effective April 21, 2025, at 
$15 per hour, dependent on successful completion of background check. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve hiring Lyla Michels and 
Jackson Jolicoeur as part-time summer employees to work at the Portage Park Concession 
Stand. Effective April 21, 2025, at $15 per hour, dependent on successful completion of 
background checks. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor 
Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: 
Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

C. Approve temporary liquor license  
 
Requesting a motion to approve temporary liquor license for Grand Rapids Fraternal Order of 
Eagles #2469 for a wedding reception at Cohasset Community Center on May 17, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve a temporary liquor license for 
Grand Rapids Fraternal Order of Eagles #2469 for a wedding reception at Cohasset 
Community Center on May 17, 2025. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting 
in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon 
Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

D. Award Natural Gas Expansion Bid 
 

Requesting a motion to approve the Natural Gas Expansion bid. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to table the Natural Gas Expansion bid for 
further discussion at the next work session meeting on April 28, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. Councilor 
Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors 
Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 

E. Added Item: ICS change order for storage lot paving/fencing addition 
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Tabled for further discussion. 
 

F. Added Item: Resignation of Associate Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Requesting a motion to accept the resignation of Associate Deputy Clerk / Treasurer Buffy Dege 
effective April 25, 2025 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the resignation of Associate 
Deputy Clerk / Treasurer Buffy Dege effective April 25, 2025, and advertise for the position.  
Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy 
Haarklau, Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 
 
Board of Appeal & Equalization for City of Cohasset will be April 23, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Cohasset City Hall. 
 
Zoning Officer, Tony Valtinson announced that the Cohasset City Clean up days will be June 1st, 
2nd, & 3rd of 2025. Flyers will be sent out soon to residents. 
 
The Cohasset City Office will be closed on April 18, 2025, for Good Friday.  
 
Happy Easter! 
 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, 
that item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately.  

8. Consent Agenda 
 
A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $290,046.15 
B. Approve Cemetery Deed, - Carolyn Eck 
C. Approve Cemetery Deed – Paulette Saunders 
D. Approve March 10, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes 

 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy 
Haarklau, None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:29 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski  


