MINUTES
AAh COHASSET CITY COUNCIL
i 305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
MONDAY, APRIL 28, 2025
C Cg:IEITK é)SFET REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

7:00 PM City Council Meeting

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call
Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken

Ex-Officio Members: City Financial Controller Barb Baird; Zoning Officer, Tony Valtinson; Security Officer, Dean
Scherf, Fire Chief; Dave Myers, and Itasca County Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development
Manager; Matt Shermoen

3. Resident Input

None

4. Council Info / Liaison Reports

Mayor Josh Casper shared that he and Matt Shermoen from IEDC met with Iron Range Resources &

Rehabilitation Board (IRRRB) last week and Josh got a crash course on how their program works and learned a

lot of new information.

5. Approve Agenda

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the agenda with the additions of 61, 6J, 6K, &
6L. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors
Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against:
None; Motion carried.

6. Administration
A. Award Natural Gas Expansion Bid

The Natural Gas Expansion bid was awarded to BlueSky Daylighting, Inc. for $621,800, as they met all
O&M policy requirements and had the necessary qualifications.
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A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to award the Natural Gas Expansion Bid to BlueSky
Daylighting, Inc. for $621,800. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

B. Award Quote for Tioga Trail Maintenance

The council reviewed bids for Tioga Trail Maintenance from Pathfinder Trail Building LLC. and Dirt Candy Pathfinder
was chosen due to their significant previous involvement in building and repairing the trails, which provided them with
familiarity and experience with the project. Pathfinder's bid was $43,280 plus $5,400 for mobilization, totaling $48,680.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to Award the Tioga Trail Maintenance bid to Pathfinder
Trail Building LLC for up to 10 days of work at $48,680. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion.
Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

C. Approve Hiring Curtis Card for Fire Department — Dave Myers
Requesting a motion to approve the Hiring of Curtis Card for Fire Department

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve hiring Curtis Card. Councilor Shannon
Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin
Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

D. Approve Hiring 3 new employees for Public Works summer help

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the rehiring of Nick Casper at $17.00 per
hour, Jackson Rabbers at $16.00 per hour, and the new hire of Lyric Perrington at $16.00 per hour for
Public Works summer help. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Mayor Josh Casper
abstained. Voting in favor: Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon
Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

E. 2025 Municipal Clerks Institute Training

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve Associate Deputy Clerk Treasurer, Mindy
Smith, to attend her third Municipal Clerks Institute Training and Barb Baird to attend her first Minnesota
Municipal Clerks Institute Training. The estimated cost is $1,100.00 per person for registration, lodging,
meals, and mileage. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper,
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None;
Voting against: None; Motion carried.

F. Proposed IEDC Contract extension

The council discussed extending the contract with the Itasca Economic Development Program (IEDC). After a
successful three-month contract, the council approved moving to a month-to-month contract at $5,000 per
month through July 2025, and continuing until the city hires its own economic director.

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the proposed IEDC Contract extension on a
month-to-month basis at 35,000 per month. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor:
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Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken;
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

G. Quit Claim Deeds for Division of Cohasset Industrial Park (CIP) Property

Requesting approval for Quit Claim Deed to split Cohasset Industrial Park (CIP) property, parcel ID 05-442-
4000, as part of a M.N Technology property division.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Quit Claim Deeds to split the (CIP)
property, Parcel ID 05-442-4000, as part of a M.N. Technology property division. Councilor Andy Haarklau
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist,
Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

H. Approve 2025 Cohasset Clean-up Day Disposal Quote and Days

The council reviewed bids from American Disposal and Waste Management for cleanup day services.
American Disposal was recommended due to their reliability, responsiveness, and positive experience in the
previous year, despite a slightly higher cost. American Disposal's service was praised for quick response times
and accommodating service.

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the bid from American Disposal for Clean-up
day services. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper,
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None;
Voting against: None; Motion carried.

I. Added Item- TNT Construction Start of Construction — Safe Routes to School Project

Requesting council approval for TNT Construction to start construction work on May 1st, 2025, on the Safe
Routes to School project, specifically on the 3rd Street portion.

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve TNT Construction start date on May 1,
2025, on the Safe Routes to School Project. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon
Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

J.  Added Item- Award Material Testing Bid for Safe Routes to School Project

Requesting council approval to award material testing bid to Braun Intertec for the Safe Routes to School
project in the amount of $10,477.50. Braun and NTS both submitted bids. They were within $400 of each other.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the bid from Braun Intertec in the amount of
$10,477.50 for material testing for the Safe Routes to School Project. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the
motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau,

and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

K. Added Item — Purchasing Policy

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the City of Cohasset Purchasing Policy.
Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.
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L. Added Item - TNT Fencing Change Order

TNT Construction requested approval for a change order for fencing around the new storage facility, costing
$22,000, excluding the concrete portion.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the TNT Fencing Change Order for $22,000,
excluding the concrete portion. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs:

The Council announced receiving a $750,000 grant from Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic
Development (DEED) for the Blackwater Banks project as part of the Coal Community Transition Grant
program. The grant was recently made public and will be used to continue work on the Blackwater Banks
project. A big “Thank you to DEED”.

Councilor Shannon Benolken reported touring the city's lift stations, water towers, and public works buildings,
as well as reviewing roads with Walt Shadley. Benolken felt the tour was very informative and she really
appreciated Walt taking the time to do that.

The council discussed monitoring the effectiveness of previous paving repairs to determine if the methods used
are a viable long-term solution.

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion.
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed
from the consent agenda and considered separately.

8. Consent Agenda

Approval of Claims in the amount of $119,546.35

Approve Cemetery Deed; - Philip Moore

Acknowledge Planning Commission January 6, 2025, Minutes
Acknowledge Planning Commission March 3, 2025, Minutes
Acknowledge EDA January 7, 2025, Minutes

Acknowledge EDA February 4, 2025, Minutes

MO 0w

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Shannon
Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin
Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski
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