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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 

 

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken 

Ex-Officio Members: City Financial Controller Barb Baird; Zoning Officer, Tony Valtinson; Security Officer, Dean 
Scherf, and Itasca County Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development Manager; Matt Shermoen 

3. Resident Input 

None 
 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 

 
Counciler Andy MacDonell reported that Cohasset Public Utility Board (CPUB) met and talked about ongoing 
projects and reported that the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) approved putting up a solar street light 
at Tioga Boat Landing, He also reported that the Economic Development Authority (EDA) also met and talked 
about ongoing issues and loan programs with the city and how to clean those up and also discussed grant 
applications. 

 
5. Approve Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda with the additions of 6D and 6E. 
Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; 
Motion carried. 

6. Administration 
 

A. Approve Contract Extension to September 24, 2024, Contract 
 
Requesting a motion to approve the contract extension for network management services provided by Andy 
George, from April 8, 2025, through December 31, 2025, at a rate of $70 per hour totaling $6,533. 
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A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklua to approve the contract extension for network management 
services provided by Andy George through December 31, 2025, at a rate of $70 per hour totaling $6,533. 
Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; 
Motion carried. 
 

B. Approve Position Change for Office Ad 
 
Requesting a motion to approve the posting and advertising for the position of Senior Deputy Clerk/Treasurer I 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the posting and advertising for the position of 
Senior Deputy Clerk/Treasurer I. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor 
Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: 
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

C. Approve Landing Bid Advertising 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve advertising for Blackwater Banks project 
landing bid.  Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; 
Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

D. Added Item – Delegate Cannabis Retail Registration to the County 
 
Requesting amotion to delegate Cannabis Retail Registration to Itasca County 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve delegating the Cannabis Registration to Itasca 
County. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors 
Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: 
None; Motion carried. 
 

E. Added Item - Set Public Hearing to Establish TIF District in Industrial Park 
 
Requesting amotion to set Public Hearing Date for Tuesday,  May 27, 2025. 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the setting up a Public Hearing to establish 
TIF District in the Industrial Park.  Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: 
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; 
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 

Cohasset City Offices will be closed May 26, 2025, for Memorial Day 
 
Zoning officer Tony Valtinson made an announcement regarding Cohasset City Cleanup days, which will take 
place Sunday June 1, 2025, through Tuesday June 3, 2025. Flyers will be mailed out May 13, 2025. 
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Some smaller electronics will be excepted and there will be a separate bin for those items. Larger electronics 
will generally not be accepted, such as old computers and old tv’s. 
 
Security officer Dean Scherf reported that sports activities at Portage Park have led to more traffic and 
pedestrian activity, asked that residents be cautious when driving by the park. More patrols will be necessary 
Memorial weekend to Labor Day weekend. 
 
Mayor Josh Caspers had questions regarding the score board at Portage Park, and it was suggested to follow up 
with Stephanie Kessler with any questions regarding whether the score boards were operating or being used for 
sports. 
 

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. 
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 
from the consent agenda and considered separately.  

1. Consent Agenda 
 
A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $289,736.32 
B. Approve City Council March 17, 2025, Special Work Session Minutes 
C. Approve City Council March 31, 2025, Minutes 
D. Acknowledge CPUB February 3, 2025, Minutes 
E. Acknowledge CPUB March 3, 2025, Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilor Shannon 
Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin 
Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:14 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski  


