s MINUTES
COHASSET PUBLIC UTILITY BOARD

305 NW FIRST AVENUE, COHASSET, MN 55721

CITY OF MONDAY, MAY 5, 2025
COHASSET

1. Call to Order: Chair Jack Yates called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call

Present: Chair Jack Yates, Cohasset Public Utility Board (CPUB) Members Ramona
Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson, and Jim Mahon

Non-Officio Members: City Council Liaison; Andy MacDonell
3. Review and Approve the Agenda

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Rachel Graf to approved
the agenda. Member Jim Mahon seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair Jack
Yates, Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

4. Resident Input
None
5. Added Item - Minutes

Cohasset Public Utility Board members Ramona Sjostrand made a motion
recommending changes to the viewing of the minutes so the board will see the minutes in
one to two weeks prior to the previous meeting. This change would allow corrections to
be made before the minutes are published and posted. Jack Yates seconded the motion.
Voting in favor: Chair Jack Yates, Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson
and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

6. Tioga Landing Streetlight

A. July 1, 2024, CPUB Minutes

Discussion about the approval from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for a solar light at
Tioga Landing to present this approval and recommendation to the city council. There was mention of
pricing estimates and the need for council approval.
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B. DNR Approval Email

CPUB member Jack Yates received the approval from the DNR to install the streetlight at Tioga
Landing. There is a plan to make a recommendation for the solar option and to present the DNR
approval to the City Council.

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Ramona Sjostrand to
resubmit the CPUB recommendation to City Council to put up a solar streetlight at Tioga
Landing along with the approval email received from the DNR. Member Jim Mahon
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair Jack Yates, Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel
Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion
carried.

7. 2025 CPUB Goals

Discussion on reviewing Ordinance 11.06 at the next meeting and comparing city ordinances with
Grand Rapids, regarding septic and sewer hookup timelines, with a clear plan on how to proceed.

8. Miscellaneous Business and FYIs:

Ordinance 11, section 11.06

Discussion about aligning city ordinances with state requirements. Debate revolves around city and
state ordinances concerning mandatory sewer hook-up, especially for homes within specific distances
from water and based on the age of septic systems. Phased requirements and potential impacts on
homeowners are being considered. Leveraging environmental protection, particularly for homes within
1,000 feet of water, is being discussed as justification for grant applications to support sewer expansion.
There are concerns about the potential impact of new ordinances and sewer expansion on homeowners,
particularly those who have recently installed new septic systems. Short Elliott Hendrickson (SEH) has
preliminary drawings for sewer expansion phases, and plans are in place to coordinate with Tom Olson
from SEH for further details and to avoid duplicating work. CPUB liaison Andy MacDonell plans to
contact Tom Olson from SEH and invite him to the next meeting on June 2, 2025.

Safety and Condition of Steps

Concerns raised about the safety and condition of the wooden steps, which are not flat and
lack a handrail. Discussion about possible improvements and who should be responsible
for repairs. CPUB plans to contact Public Utilities Supervisor Walter Shadley to look at the
steps for safety concerns.

Hwy 63 and Hwy 76

The resurfacing of Hwy 63 and Hwy 76 in 2027 and the potential city sewer expansion in
the lake area are under discussion. The focus is on considering the timing, logistics, and the
need for coordinating sewer work with roadwork. Exploring different routes and options
for city sewer expansion is being prioritized, with a special focus on areas with older
homes and those within 100 feet of the shoreline for environmental reasons.

Developer and Utility Expansion Updates
Update on Blackwater Banks project: TNT Construction Company is the low bidder, pipes for water
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and sewer are being installed, and the landing portion will be re-bid due to previous bids being about
$100,000 over budget.

Jim Mahon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Delbert Anderson seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

Adjourned meeting at 12:44 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:
Abby Majewski
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