MINUTES
COHASSET PUBLIC UTILITY BOARD
CITY OF 305 NW FIRST AVENUE, COHASSET, MN 55721

COHASSET MONDAY, JUNE 2, 2025

1. Call to Order: Chair Jack Yates called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Chair Jack Yates, Cohasset Public Utility Board (CPUB) Members Ramona Sjostrand,
Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson, and Jim Mahon

Non-Officio Members: City Council Liaison; Andy MacDonell, Short Elliott Hendrickson (SEH) Engineer 111
Civil; Tom Olson

3. Review and Approve the Agenda

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Delbert Anderson to approve the agenda
with the additions of speaker Tom Olson from SEH and Cable Commission discussion. Member Jim
Mahon seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair Jack Yates, Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert
Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

4. Resident Input
None
5. Approve CPUB Minutes
A. Approve April 7, 2025 Minutes

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Ramona Sjostrand to approve the April
7, 2025 minutes with spelling correction. Member Jim Mahon seconded the motion. Voting in favor:
Chair Jack Yates, Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None;
Voting against: None; Motion carried.

B. Approve May 5, 2025 Minutes

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Delbert Anderson to approve the May 5,
2025 minutes. Member Jim Mahon seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair Jack Yates, Ramona
Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

1 | Cohasset CPUB, JUNE 2, 2025

Approved: 7/2/25
Acknowledged: 7/28/25



6. OIld Business:
A. Tioga Landing Streetlight

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Jim Mahon to send the recommendation
for Tioga Landing Streetlight back to the Council for approval to put a solar streetlight up at Tioga
Boat Landing parking lot. Member Ramona Sjostrand seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair
Jack Yates, Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting
against: None; Motion carried.

B. Ordinance 11 Section 11.06 state or county ordinance that would supersede.

Cohasset Public Utility member Jack Yates shared information on the 2024 Minnesota Statues 444.075,
Subd. 3a. Sanitary sewer charges, Subd. 3c. Minimum charges, and Subd. 3d. Facilities’ connection
charges. There will be further discussion on ordinances regarding water and sewer charges at the next
meeting on July 7, 2025.

Subd. 3. Charges; net revenues. (a) To pay for the construction, reconstruction, repair, enlargement, improvement, or other
obtainment, the maintenance, operation and use of the facilities, and of obtaining and complying with permits required by law, the
governing body of a municipality or county may impose just and equitable charges for the use and for the availability of the facilities and
for connections with them and make contracts for the charges as provided in this section. The charges may be imposed with respect to
facilities made available by agreement with other municipalities, counties or private corporations or individuals, as well as those owned
and operated by the municipality or county itself.

(b) Notwithstanding local charter restrictions, charges made for service rendered shall be as nearly as possible proportionate to
the cost of furnishing the service.

Subd. 3a. Sanitary sewer charges. Sanitary sewer charges may be fixed:
D on the basis of water consumed; or

2) by reference to a reasonable classification of the types of premises to which service is furnished; or
3) by reference to the quantity, pollution qualities and difficulty of disposal of sewage produced; or

4 on any other equitable basis including any combination of equitable bases referred to in clauses (1) to (3), but
specifically excluding use of the basis referred to in subdivision 3b, clause (1); and otherwise without limit.

Subd. 3b. Storm sewer charges. Storm sewer charges may be fixed:
(I) by reference to the square footage of the property charged, adjusted for a reasonable calculation of the stormwater runoff; or

2) by reference to a reasonable classification of the types of premises to which service is furnished; or
3) by reference to the quantity, pollution qualities, and difficulty of disposal of stormwater runoff produced; or
4 on any other equitable basis, including any combination of equitable bases referred to in clauses (I) to (3), but

specifically excluding use of the basis referred to in subdivision 3a, clause (1); and otherwise without limit.

Subd. 3c. Minimum charges. (a) Minimum charges for the availability of water or sewer service may be imposed for all
premises abutting on streets or other places where municipal or county water mains or sewers are located, whether connected to them.

(b) Minimum charges or user charges collected for waterworks, sanitary sewers, or storm sewers must be used only to pay for
items for which charges are authorized in subdivision 3.

Subd. 3d. Facilities' connection charges. Charges for connections to the facilities may in the discretion of the governing body,
be fixed by reference to the portion of the cost of the connection which has been paid by assessment of the premises to be connected, in
comparison with other premises, as well as the cost of making or supervising the connection.
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7. New Business:
A. Tom Olson from S.E.H.

Tom Olson, from S.E.H., shared his knowledge and recommendations with members of the CPUB
regarding city sewer and water systems. In sewer system designs, the need for lift stations often arises due
to elevation issues. There is an ongoing debate about the best starting point for sewer expansion, with a
focus on areas such as County 62, 63, 76, and Pooles Bay Road. The aim is to minimize disruptions for
residents and align with county plans, including the Forest History Center project. Challenges related to
private road infrastructure and meeting city standards were discussed during the meeting. Questions were
raised about the availability of state or government funding for projects related to sanitary sewer systems
in lakefront areas. The group also reviewed the impact of home density and associated costs in relation to
the installation and maintenance of a lift station. Furthermore, discussions encompassed various options
for connecting sewer systems and the extension project along Highway 38. Additionally, potential
changes in gas inspection management and their associated costs were also considered.

B. Grand Rapids Cable Commission

CPUB member Ramona Sjostrand gave information on the Grand Rapids Area Cable Commission
meeting that she had attended. The commission is not getting the same amount of Peg fees because
there are so many people doing streaming and not cable. The commission is also looking for
another member of the commission to do the paperwork for finances. It would entail a name
change of the commission. Ramona had talked to Barb Baird who had done the work at a previous
job to find out how much time this would take and if she thought it would fit for Cohasset to take
over the finances.

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Ramona Sjostrand to have the council
consider giving 100% of the Peg fees instead of the 97%. Member Jim Mahon seconded the motion.
Voting in favor: Chair Jack Yates, Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim
Mahon. Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

A recommendation was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Ramona Sjostrand to have the
city consider the possibility of Cohasset taking over the finances for the Cable Commission. Member
Rachel Graf seconded the recommendation. Voting in favor: Chair Jack Yates, Ramona Sjostrand,
Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting against: None.

8. Miscellaneous Business

Rachel Graf said even though they have approved the previous minutes she reported that her last
name has been spelled wrong numerous times and needs to be changed to Rachel Graf not Graff.

Jim Mahon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Delbert Anderson seconded the motion.
The motion carried.

Adjourned meeting at 12:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:
Abby Majewski
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