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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken 

Absent: Councilor Andy Haarklau 

Ex-Officio Members: City Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, Security Officer; Dean 
Scherf, and Park and Recreation Director; Stephanie Kessler 

3. Resident Input 

None 
 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 

 
None 

 
5. Approve Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda with the correction to 8A. 
Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion 
carried. 

6. Administration 
 

A. Approve Vestis Uniform and Workplace Supplies Service Agreement 
 

Requesting a motion to approve the service agreements with Vestis Uniform and Workplace Supplies for the 
Cohasset City Hall, Bass Brook Community Center and the Cohasset City Shop. The annual cost for this service 
is $10,700.  
 
A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the service agreements with Vestis Uniform 
and Workplace Supplies for cleaning products, paper products, and related supplies for the Cohasset City 
Hall, Bass Brook Community Center, and the Cohasset City Shop . Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the 
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motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon 
Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

B. Approve Resolution 2025-25 Granting ICS Authority to Proceed with PR-004 
 

Requesting a motion to adopt resolution 2025-25, granting ICS authority to proceed with PR-004, as presented 
to the City Council on June 9, 2025. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to adopt Resolution 2025-25, Granting ICS authority to 
proceed with PR-004, as presented to City Council on June 9, 2025 . Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded 
the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon 
Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

C. Approve ICS Change Order for Storage Building Lighting 
 

ICS is recommending a change order for installing (2) exterior LED lights. (2) interior lights and (2) outlets in 
the River Ridge storage buildings. The additional cost associated with this work is $1,443.75 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the ICS change order in the amount of 
$1,443.75. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 

D. Approve Purchase of Parcel No. 05-515-0110 and authorize signatures 
 
Requesting approval to purchase Parcel Number 05-515-0110 in the amount of $85,700.41 and authorize 
necessary signatures. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Purchase of Parcell No 05-515-0110 and 
authorized signatures with amended updated dates and initials to the Purchase Agreement in the amount of 
$85,700.41. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors 
Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; 
Motion carried. 

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 

Parks and Rec Director, Stephanie Kessler, delivered a comprehensive report on the Day of Action. She 
expressed gratitude to the city, United Way, all city employees, and business sponsors including Minnesota 
Power, Paul Bunyan, Blandin Foundation, Essential Health, Lake Country Power, Woodland Bank, and 
Timber Craft Homes. Ace Hardware was also recognized for providing paint supplies. The event involved 
about 125 volunteers who dedicated almost 750 hours to 20 projects, out of 167 registered. Expenses were 
estimated to be between $3,000 and $3,500. Projects completed ranged from painting hydrants, speed 
bumps, and crosswalks to creating dog toys for Great Tales Animal Rescue and building picnic tables and 
benches at Cohasset Elementary School. Other tasks included resurfacing the basketball court at Portage 
Park, cleaning up and adding new sand to playgrounds at Portage and Tioga Beach, and building a kiosk for 
the North Country Trail and a campsite for hikers at Tioga Beach. Despite the completion of multiple 
projects, some tasks such as painting the post office window trim and finishing the inside of the hockey 
boards were delayed due to initial rain delays. Additionally, two parking lots remained incomplete due to 
adverse weather conditions. 
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Security Officer, Dean Scherf reported issues from a recent 'Mud Nation' buggy event, which had a last-minute 
special event permit. The Sheriff's office received two noise complaints at 10:00 PM, prompting discussions 
between Dean and Zoning Officer, Tony Valtinson, about the need for better preparedness and complaint 
tracking for future events. They suggested using complaint records as a 'report card' for permit applicants. Dean 
noted a decrease in attendance for the event each year and mentioned that Itasca County patrols have resumed 
their summer schedule. He also confirmed support for Stephanie's 'Paddle and Pike' event on July 12, 2025. 
 
The City Office and City Shop will be closed on Friday July 4, 2025, in observance of Independence Day 
 
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. 
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 
from the consent agenda and considered separately.  

8. Consent Agenda 
A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $693,342.61 
B. Fire Relief Association Budgeted Transfer 
C. Approve May 12, 2025, Work Session Minutes 
D. Approve May 12, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes  
E. Approve May 27, 2025, Work Session Minutes 
F. Acknowledge Cemetery Deed, Art and Lori Ogle 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the Consent Agenda with the changes to 8A, the 
amended dollar amount and 8F, spelling error. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: 
Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski  


