MINUTES
AAh COHASSET CITY COUNCIL
i 305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
MONDAY, June 9, 2025
C CS%{TK é)SFET REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

7:00 PM City Council Meeting

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken

Ex-Officio Members: City Financial Controller Barb Baird; Zoning Officer, Tony Valtinson; Itasca County
Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development Manager; Matt Shermoen; and Security Officer, Dean
Scherf

3. Resident Input

None

4. Council Info / Liaison Reports

Councilor Andy MacDonell reported that the Cohasset Public Utilities Board (CPUB) meeting was relatively
light, including an update on the approval of the streetlight installation at the boat landing. This approval, which
had been in the works for several years, finally received Department of Natural Resources (DNR) approval.
Additionally, Tom Olson from Short Elliott Hendrickson (SEH) provided an update on water and sewer
proposals, along with some peripheral information regarding related projects.

Mayor Josh Casper and Councilor Andy MacDonell also reported that the Cohasset Economic Development
Authority (EDA) meeting included an update on a possible plan and grant application that the city applied for.
Discussions also focused on the city's need to fill the Economic Director position, preferably with an in-house
point person, to manage ongoing projects more closely, with further discussion anticipated. The Blackwater
Banks project was also addressed, with a desire to accelerate its progress and get related projects moving
forward.

Zoning Officer: Tony Valtinson reported that the Planning Commission meeting was held and there was
discussion on a variance for a garage setback. A small discussion also took place regarding a landslide.

5. Approve Agenda

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda with the addition of 6H. Councilor
Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell,
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Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion
carried.

6. Administration
A. Approve Trail Town Memorandum of Understanding

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Trail Town Memorandum of
Understanding. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper,
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None;
Voting against: None; Motion carried.

B. Approve Hiring Concession Stand Attendant

Requesting council approval to hire Layla Ramey as a part-time summer employee to work at Portage Park
Concession Stand. Effective June 16, 2025, at $15 per hour, dependent on the successful completion of a
background check.

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve hiring Layla Ramey as a part-time summer
employee to work at Portage Park Concession Stand. Effective June 16, 2025, at $15 per hour, dependent on
the successful completion of a background check. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting
in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon
Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

C. Approve Tioga Boat Landing Streetlight Installation

CPUB is recommending that the city of Cohasset purchase a solar streetlight to be installed at the Tioga Boat
Landing. The DNR has approved the installation.

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the purchase of a solar streetlight to be
installed at the Tioga Boat Landing. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor:
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken;
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

D. Approve Low Quote for Crack Sealing/Sealcoating

Recommending approval of the quote from RC Seal Coating in the amount of $49,720.00 for crack
sealing/sealcoating of parking lots at Cohasset City Hall, Portage Park, Tioga, and Tioga Boat Landing.

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the quote from RC Seal Coating in the amount
of $49,720.00 for crack sealing/sealcoating of parking lots at Cohasset City Hall, Portage Park, Tioga, and
Tioga Boat Landing. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper,
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Abstained: Shannon Benolken; Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

E. Approve Cohasset Water Tower & Utility Extension Project Resolution
Requesting a motion to adopt resolution 2025-24, approving the application to the Minnesota Management and

Budget Office for the purpose of the Cohasset Water Tower and Utility Extension Phase 1 & 2 Project.
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A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to adopt resolution 2025-24, approving the application to
the Minnesota Management and Budget Office for the purpose of the Cohasset Water Tower and Utility
Extension Phase 1 & 2 Project. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor
Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

F. Approve Termination of Public Works/ Public Utilities Custodian

Requesting a motion to accept the termination of Public Works/Public Utilities Custodian effective 6/2/2025
and authorize posting the position.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to accept the termination of Public Works/Public Utilities
Custodian effective 6/2/2025 and authorize posting the position. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the
motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau,
and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

G. Approve Express Employment Professionals Staffing Agreement

Requesting a motion to approve the Express Employment Professionals Staffing Agreement and authorize the
necessary signatures.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Express Employment Professionals
Staffing Agreement and authorize the necessary signatures. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion.
Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and
Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

H. Added Item - Approve accepting Blandin Grant of $222,000 over 3 years

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to accept the Blandin Grant of $222,000 over 3 years.
Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs:

Councilors thanked the Blandin Foundation for the grant and Matt Shermoen from IEDC for the work he put
into getting the grant.

Zoning Officer: Tony Valtinson provided an update on cleanup days, reporting that less waste was collected this
year compared to previous years, which he considered a success and the goal. No extra bin removals were
required, unlike previous years where two to three bins were typically needed. A total of nine bins of waste and
six bins of demolition material were collected, none of which were overpacked. The weather was favorable, and
despite collecting less, the site remained constantly busy with vehicles. Tony extended thanks to his three
volunteers, Mike Guertin, Mike Stejskal, and Dave O'Fallon, for their consistent help over all three days,
acknowledging their significant physical assistance.

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion.
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed
from the consent agenda and considered separately.
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8. Consent Agenda

Approval of Claims in the amount of $146.562.22
Approve April 28, 2025, Work Session Minutes
Approve April 28, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes
Acknowledge CPUB, April 7, 2025, Minutes
Acknowledge CPUB, May 5, 2025, Minutes
Acknowledge Cemetery Deed, Frances Jedlenski

TEOOW>

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Kevin Tinquist
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist,
Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski
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