MINUTES
AAD COHASSET CITY COUNCIL
: 305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
MONDAY, July 14, 2025
CITY OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
COHASSET

7:00 PM City Council Meeting

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken, and Andy Haarklau

Ex-Officio Members: City Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, Dean Scherf, Itasca
County Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development Manager; Matt Shermoen, ICS Consultant,
Matt Hughes.

3. Resident Input
None

4. Council Info / Liaison Reports

None

5. Approve Agenda

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda. Councilor Kevin Tinquist
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist,
Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

6. Administration
A. Approve Hiring Public Works Custodian

Requesting a motion for the approval to hire Steven Schaar starting July 15, 2025, as a Full-time AFSCME
Union employee as the Custodian at $20.00 per hour with all union benefits pending background check.

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve hiring Steven Schaar starting July 15, 2025,
as a Full-time AFSCME Union employee as the Custodian at $20.00 per hour with all union benefits
pending background check. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

B. Approve Blackwater Banks Boat Launch Bids
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Requesting review and approval for Blackwater Banks Boat Launch in the amount of $768,800.00 of three
different bid amounts between $768,800.00 to $1,074,000.00.

Tabled for more information
C. Approve Thein Well drill testing quote

Requesting approval to accept the Thein Well quote for drill testing for 3™ well in Cohasset in the amount of
$48,130.00.

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the Thein Well drill testing quote in the amount
of $48,130.00 for a 3" well in Cohasset. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor:
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken;
Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

D. Approve Professional Turf & Renovation, Inc. Quote

Requesting approval to accept the quote from Professional Turf & Renovation, Inc. in the amount of $20,900.00
for baseball infield renovation.

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the quote from Professional Turf &
Renovation, Inc. in the amount of $20,900.00 for baseball infield renovation. Councilor Andy Haarklau
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist,
Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

E. Approve Plum Catalyst MOU

Recommending Council sign and support a Memorandum of Understanding for the goMARTI 2.0
transportation initiative project.

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve signatures and support the MOU for the
Z2o0MARTI 2.0 transportation initiative project. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon
Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

F. Approve Payment for dues for Coalition of Utility Cities

Requesting a motion to approve payment for dues to Coalition of Utility Cities for 2025-2026 in the amount of
$21,983.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve payment of $21,983 to Coalition of Utility Cities
for 2025-2026 dues. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper,
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None;
Voting against: None; Motion carried.

G. Approve Express Employment Professionals Agreement

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve Express Employment Professional Agreement
and authorize necessary signatures. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor

2 | Cohasset City Council —July 14, 2025

Minutes
Approved: 8/25/25



Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

H. Approve Itasca County Historical Society Contributions
Requesting approval to contribute $1,000 to Itasca County Historical Society

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve a contribution of $1,000 to Itasca County
Historical Society. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper,
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None;
Voting against: None; Motion carried.

I.  Approve Temporary Liquor License Application

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve a Temporary Liquor License Application for
Wizard’s Bar and Grill to sell alcohol at Cohasset Community Center on August 16, 2025. Councilor Andy
MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin
Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs:

Councilor Shannon Benolken reported that she sat in on a webinar that focused on a North Shore development
technical assistance grant for housing. The grant is offered through the Northland Foundation, and it provides
free technical assistance to municipalities and EDAs for planning, inventory, and formulating housing

plans. Those interested can find more information about the grant on the Northland Foundation's website.

Mayor Josh Casper announced the trail town dedication held last Thursday for Cohasset and Grand Rapids at
the fairgrounds, officially designating them as part of the North Country Trail Towns. The presentation was put
on by the Arrowhead chapter of the North Country Trail.

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion.
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed
from the consent agenda and considered separately.

8. Consent Agenda
A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $183,229.97
B. Acknowledge Cemetery Deed, Jeremy Dewey
C. Acknowledge Cemetery Deed, Terry & Brenda Felix
D. Acknowledge Cemetery Deed, Patrick A. Chapman
E. Acknowledge Cemetery Deed, Jeff Tillman

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Shannon
Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin
Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski
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