MINUTES

COHASSET CITY COUNCIL

305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
CITY OF MONDAY, July 14, 2025 - 6:00 P.M.

COH ASSET CITY COUNCIL OPEN WORK SESSION

Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

Roll Call
Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau and Shannon

Benolken.

Non-Officio Members: Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, Itasca County
Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development Manager; Matt Shermoen, and Public Utility Public
Works Supervisor; Walt Shadley

Grant Applications and Funding

Updates on the Just Transition Learning Lab grant, with step two submitted last week for $500,000, and an
expected decision by mid-August or early September. Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation Board (IRRR)
announced new fiscal year funding buckets on July 1, 2025, with more details to be shared after a meeting on July 15,
2025. Discussion also included the ATF grant process and plans to submit an IRRR grant for development once Request
for Proposal’s (RFPs) returned.

Property Updates

The Clyde property's updated agreement is awaiting signature, pending the removal of the current occupant.
The Green property is expected to be vacated by July 15, 2025. Extensive discussion covered issues with
squatters, eviction processes, and the need for coordination with the Sheriff's Department and property owners.

Discussion about demolition plans for vacant properties. The fire/arson investigation team is interested in
burning them in March or April 2026, which would take precedence unless a developer expresses interest in
starting sooner. Pricing for demolition of all vacant properties is also being sought.

Well Drilling and Test Holes

Review of bids for drilling test holes for a new well. The first test hole, costing $11,525, has already been
completed. The next phase is estimated at $36,605. Clarification was sought on which amounts would be
presented to council, specifically whether the $11,525 was already accounted for or if both amounts needed to
be presented.

Discussion on the necessity of installing a third well for redundancy, especially during emergencies like water
main breaks and winter shutdowns of the water tower. The well would support continued water supply and
accommodate future development, serving as a proactive measure.

Ball field renovation and maintenance

Review of the poor condition of the number three ball field, including issues with ag lime displacement and
field humps. A proposal to spend $20,000 to renovate this single field was discussed, which includes sodding
baselines and providing maintenance training. Discussion also touched upon the lack of volunteer involvement
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and ongoing issues with dogs in the field. City plans to proceed with renovation for one field at $20,000, with
maintenance training included. No resolution on dog-related issues.

Facility rental fees and deposits

The first topic of discussion was the examination of the current rental fees and deposits, with a focus on
comparing them to those of other communities. There was an emphasis on the desire to increase non-resident
fees more significantly than resident fees, with current proposals suggesting a $25 increase for residents (e.g.,
from $100 to $125 for Level 1) and a $50 increase for non-residents (e.g., from $100 to $150 for Level 2).
However, it was noted by a speaker that both were currently proposed to increase by $25. The importance of
gathering data on resident versus non-resident usage was also highlighted to inform future adjustments. Another
topic discussed was the rental frequency and nature of pavilions, including the Tioga Pavilion and Bass Brook
Community Center. It was observed that both residents and non-residents rent these facilities, with some groups
using them regularly. Concerns were raised about the potential increase in trash and maintenance costs
associated with these rentals. The last point of discussion involved the review of the current practice allowing
501c3 organizations to use facilities for free if they provide proof of their status. There were concerns raised
about the growing number of waiver requests and the need for a clearer policy, especially for frequent users,
due to the wear and tear on facilities like kitchens.

Itasca Historical Society funding request

Consideration of a $2,800 funding request from the Historical Society to support operational costs, not
specifically for a roof. Discussion revolved around the precedent this may set for future years, and the value
provided to the community, including use by homeschoolers. A consensus was reached to provide a $1,000
donation to the Historical Society, with a plan to monitor its utilization before committing to ongoing funding,
acknowledging the precedent this sets.

Riverside Dock Issue

Review of the Riverside dock situation, including property rights, liability concerns, and past incidents.
Discussion covered the number of docks (two docks, one lift), the actual neighborhood usage (which appeared
minimal), and the city's liability. Various options were considered, such as sectioning off land for bids, a lottery
system, or establishing a municipal docking area for lease, but the primary focus was on the liability of allowing
docks on municipal street right-of-way. A recent incident in spring where a dock owner burned grass, which got
out of control, was mentioned as an example reinforcing liability concerns related to the Riverside docks.
Letters will be sent stating that the docks need to be out by October 1, 2025.

Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) Meeting
Announcement of an upcoming IRP update meeting on the 28th, with confirmation that the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission (PUC) has approved it.

HVAC Service Agreement Proposal

Introduction of a proposal from a new HVAC company to offer residents a monthly service agreement (like
Minnesota Energy's $9/month plan). Discussion included the voluntary nature of participation, the city's
approval process for the company, and the potential for the city to generate a small amount of revenue from this

policy.
Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 6:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski
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