MINUTES
o COHASSET CITY COUNCIL
: 305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
MONDAY, July 28, 2025
CITY OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
COHASSET

7:00 PM City Council Meeting

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken, and Andy Haarklau

Ex-Officio Members: Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, Security Officer; Dean Scherf, and Itasca County Development
Corporation (IEDC) Business Development Manager; Matt Shermoen

3. Resident Input

Cohasset resident, Howard Christman, 35720 Beier Road, voiced concerns over the city's spending on the
Blackwater Banks development. He questioned approximately $6 million in funding, including the city's
purchase of storage buildings for River Ridge Association and the construction of new storage units in a
residential area for about $2 million, which involved $1.6 million worth of backfill and grading. He also noted
that $62,000 was spent on wetland banking credits for Aitkin County. Christman highlighted the lack of
financial return from the development and suggested that the proposed boat launch, which he initially believed
would cost $750,000, would be better allocated to the city's water system, which he believes needs a new tank.
He also suggested hiring someone to oversee responsible spending on the project instead of a lobbyist.

The council clarified that the boat launch forklift portion cost is $250,000, and the entire launch cost is
$750,000 as initially perceived by Mr. Christman. They defended the spending as a necessary long-term
investment to create a 'shovel-ready’ site to attract developers and expand the tax base, preparing for the
potential loss of Minnesota Power's contribution by 2030-2035. They noted that this $250,000 is a small
fraction of the hoped-for $4 million to $80 million investment in the project. The council also emphasized that
permits for such projects are "use it or lose it." The relocation of storage buildings was necessary to achieve the
required aggregate footprint and density for the project's first proposal. The resident acknowledged the
explanation but remained cautiously optimistic.

4. Council Info / Liaison Reports

None

5. Approve Agenda

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda with the additions of B, C, and D.
Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.
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6. Administration
A. Approve S.E.H. Supplemental Letter Agreement

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve S.E.H. Supplemental Letter Agreement.
Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

B. Added Item — CEDA Strategic Plan Agreement

The council has requested approval to enter in a professional service contract with Community and Economic
Development Associates (CEDA) to develop a strategic plan for the city. This strategic plan, which will not
exceed $13,480, is designed to provide guidance for the city's strategic direction, covering areas such as
housing, industry, and business, and will also ensure the city is accountable for its goals. The plan is intended to
be a shorter-term one, spanning 2-5 years, and will complement the longer-term comprehensive plan, which
covers a period of up to 10 years. A steering committee, consisting of 7-9 members representing the EDA,
council, and financial controller, will be established to oversee the development of the strategic plan. The
project is scheduled to commence in August and is projected to be completed by the end of January 2026.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve CEDA Strategic Plan Agreement. Councilor
Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell,
Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion
carried.

C. Added Item — Boat Launch Bid

During the council meeting, a bid of approximately $760,000 for a project involving a boat /forklift launch was
revisited. It was noted that a portion of the project cost is supported by a DEED grant. The discussion revolved
around the potential risks of re-bidding without the forklift launch, as it could lead to complications with the
permit, potentially resulting in legal disputes and hindering future re-issuance. The council highlighted that
including the forklift launch would enhance the site's appeal to developers, possibly attracting a $120 million
investment instead of a $30 million one. It was emphasized that not investing an additional $247,000 at present
could result in missing out on $90 million potential investment. Ultimately, the council reached a consensus that
the forklift launch is an essential infrastructure investment to attract substantial development and expand the
city's tax base.

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approved to move forward with the Boat Launch.
Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

D. Added Item — Community Center Rental Price Increase and Key Fob Audit

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve a rental price increase for Bass Brook
Community Center and Cohasset Community Center effective September 1, 2025, and a Key Fob Audit
effective immediately. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.
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7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs:

Mayor Josh Casper reported that a recent public forum held by Minnesota Power focused on their integrated
resource plan, which includes sunsetting units three and four by 2030 and 2035 respectively. Unit three is set to
convert to natural gas by 2030, while unit four will become dual fuel. In addition, the plan involves the
integration of more wind and solar energy to achieve a carbon-free model, and it has garnered significant public
support.

Security Officer; Dean Scherf reported that local bike trails have been experiencing high traffic and are being
well-maintained by dedicated volunteers. Furthermore, the upcoming Thrill Seeker race is scheduled for August
10, 2025.

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion.
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed
from the consent agenda and considered separately.

8. Consent Agenda

Approval of Claims in the amount of $470,441.23
Approve May 27, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes
Approve June 9, 2025, Work Session Minutes
Approve June 12, 2025, Special City Council Minutes
Approve June 23, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes
Acknowledge May 6, 2025, EDA Minutes
Acknowledge June 2, 2025, CPUB Minutes

OmmONw

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Kevin
Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin
Tinquist, Andy Haarklau, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski
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