MINUTES - REVISED
COHASSET PUBLIC UTILITY BOARD
CITY OF 305 NW FIRST AVENUE, COHASSET, MN 55721

COHASSET MONDAY, JULY 7, 2025

1. Call to Order: Chair Jack Yates called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Chair Jack Yates, Cohasset Public Utility Board (CPUB) Members Ramona Sjostrand,
Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson, and Jim Mahon

Non-Officio Members: Public Utility Public Works Supervisor; Walt Shadley
Absent: City Council Liaison; Andy MacDonell

3. Review and Approve the Agenda

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Ramona Sjostrand to approve the agenda.
Member Rachel Graf seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair Jack Yates, Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel
Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

4. Resident Input
None
5. Approve CPUB Minutes
A. Approve June 2, 2025, Minutes

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Rachel Graf to approve June 2, 2025,
minutes. Member Jim Mahon seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair Jack Yates, Ramona
Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting against: None;
Motion carried.

6. Old Business:
A. Ordinance 11 Section 11.06 state or county ordinance that would supersede.

There was no discussion regarding the ordinance.
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B. Grand Rapids Cable Commission

Discussion regarding uncertainty about whether someone from the CPUB needed to attend a City
Council meeting to discuss the motions made at the previous meeting regarding the CPUB’s
recommendations that the city consider the possibility of Cohasset taking over the finances for the
Grand Rapids Cable Commission and giving 100% of the PEG fees instead of 97%. It was
suggested that a member should attend a City Council meeting to discuss their recommendations.

C. Tioga Street Light

Discussion regarding the installation of the solar streetlight that was approved by the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) and City Council. Public Works Public Utilities Supervisor: Walt Shadley said
he would address the streetlight and speak with the DNR to make sure future construction that the DNR
plans to do at Tioga Boat Landing isn’t going to interfere with the new streetlight the city approved to
install.

7. New Business:

Chair Jack Yates is going to follow up with Tom Olson, S.E.H., for the best starting and
stopping points for the sewer expansion.

8. Miscellaneous Business

Accident Spree and Road Improvements on 63, 62, and 76

Concerns were raised about recent accidents on highways 63 and 76, particularly regarding the turn-off from 63
heading west onto Lake Street. Discussion centered on whether turn lanes or a roundabout would be added
during the upcoming coating and relay (resurfacing) project. Traffic counts have been conducted at the busy
63/76 intersection, but there is no clear answer yet to planned improvements. Jack Yates plans to ask Tom
Olson about the possibility of adding turn lanes.

Other Discussion
Natural gas expansion has reached County Roads 264, 177, and State Highway 38 with an expected addition of
70 to 75 new connections, potentially reaching up to 150 due to high demand.

A property of 3.25 acres near Bass Brook and the Community Center is being acquired by the city, with
discussions about its potential for future multifamily living or duplex development. There is a high demand for
specific types of housing, such as single-level, community-oriented units with amenities like large community
kitchens and private garages, leading to a 2-5 year waiting list for similar properties.

Jim Mahon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Delbert Anderson seconded the motion.
The motion carried.
Adjourned meeting at 12:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:
Abby Majewski
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