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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 

 

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken 

Absent: Councilor Andy Haarklau 

Ex-Officio Members: Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, Security Officer; Dean Scherf, Itasca County 
Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development Manager; Matt Shermoen, and Fire Chief; Dave 
Meyers 

3. Resident Input 
Don Carlson, a concerned resident of Cohasset pointed out an incomplete connection between the tar trail and 
the bike trail, highlighting safety issues related to the city's crosswalk directing people down Lakeview Street 
and Island View to cross Highway 63. The safety concerns included an area not mowed, a wide ditch (15–20 
feet wide and approximately 5 feet deep) that he has personally mowed himself three times this summer, and 
insufficient visibility for crossing, particularly dangerous for young children who have only five or six seconds 
to react to cars. There was also a suggestion to petition Itasca County to reduce the speed limit to 45 mph until 
the bridge is passed, citing a history of deer fatalities and numerous accidents in that area. The discussion 
focused on the discontinuity of the bike trail at the stop sign at Island View, attributed to the state conservation 
and DNR retaining right-of-way, specifically owning up to the blacktop on that side, which prevents the 
blacktop trail from continuing.  Rig 

 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 
 
None 

 
5. Approve Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the agenda with the additions of B, C, D, E 
and F. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors 
Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; 
Motion carried. 

6. Administration 
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A. Hiring approval for Firefighter Trainee 

 
Requesting approval to hire Jacob Wester as a Firefighter effective August 12, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve hiring Jacob Wester as a Firefighter effective 
August 12, 2025. Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 
 

B. Added Item - Estimate for Crack Sealing/Striping 
 
Requesting a motion to approve quote for $4,580.00 from RC Seal Coating for Cohasset Post Office parking 
spaces and handicap parking lines to be repainted. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the quoted amount of $4,580.00 from RC Seal 
Coating for crack repairs, sealcoating, and striping of parking spaces at the Cohasset Post Office. Councilor 
Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, 
Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

C. Added Item - CEDA Agreement for Economic Development Associates 
 
Requesting approval to move forward with CEDA with a start date of September 1, 2025 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve agreement starting with CEDA on September 1, 
2025, 3- days per week. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh 
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; 
Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

D. Added Item – Girl Scout Rental 
 

Girl Scout Troop 1483 Leader; Kayleigh Svoboda requested approval to use the Bass Brook Community Center 
for Girl Scout meetings on selected dates. Council denied her request for the Bass Brook Community Center but 
approved use of the Cohasset Community Center instead.  
 
A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve the use of the Cohasset Community Center 
free of charge, along with a $100 deposit, for the Girl Scout Troops 1483 to hold their monthly meetings.  
Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion 
carried. 
 

E. Added Item – Medical Fire Truck Replacement 
 

Requesting approval to replace Rescue Unit# 15 and get quotes for the replacement of the City’s Medical Fire 
Truck. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve replacement of Rescue Unit #15, the Medical 
Fire Truck.  Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors 
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Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; 
Motion carried. 
 

F. Added Item - IEDC contract extension to September 30, 2025 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve IEDC contract extension through September 30, 
2025.  Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors 
Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; 
Motion carried. 
 
7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 

The City Office and City Shop will be closed for the Labor Day Holiday on September 1, 2025. 

Security Officer: Dean Sherf reported they have been working on the audit of the community center key 
fobs. All the known fobs have been gathered for the next phase of the process. The upcoming step involves a 
meeting with the IT director at the school district to scan each fob, record its serial number, and synchronize the 
numbering in the city's system. This is necessary because the fobs are managed through the school district's IT 
system, which encompasses various school buildings including East, West, middle school, high school, and 
administrative buildings. The anticipated timeline for this process is to have it completed this week to ensure 
that the numbering is accurate.  

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. 
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 
from the consent agenda and considered separately.  

8. Consent Agenda 
A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $185,765.04 
B. Approve June 9, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes 
C. Approve June 23, 2025, Work Session Minutes 

 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Shannon 
Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin 
Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:29 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski  


