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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau 

Absent with Notice: Councilor Shannon Benolken 

Ex-Officio Members: Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, Security Officer; 
Dean Scherf, Itasca County Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development Manager; Matt Shermoen 

3. Resident Input 
Resident Howard Christman, 35730 Beier Road, corrected his previous statement from the July 28th meeting 
regarding the Blackwater Banks development costs. He initially estimated $6 million had been spent, but after 
learning Lot 1, Block 4 was not in Felix Addition where the storage buildings were built, but instead in the 
Industrial Park (Dondelinger property), he revised the total expenditure to a little over $4 million by his 
accounting. He also reiterated his concern about the boat launch cost, which he had stated was three-quarters of 
a million dollars. While the July 28, 2025, minutes stated the cost was $250,000, the actual bid for the project, 
including a forklift launch, was $768,800, with $247,000 specifically for the forklift portion. 
 
Resident Doug Lausen, 537 Riverside, who was asked to remove his boat lift from city-owned property, 
proposed a land swap. He offered to trade his privately owned parcel of land next to the trail access gate for the 
20 feet of shoreline he is currently using, which he has been utilizing for four years since purchasing the 
property. 
 
4. Council Info / Liaison Reports 
 
None 

 
5. Approve Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda with the additions of I and J. 
Councilor Andy Haarklaut seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion 
carried. 
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6. Administration 
 

A. Approve Amending Facility Rental Agreements 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the Amended Facility Rental Agreements for 
Cohasset Community Center and Bass Brook Community Center. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the 
motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy 
Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
B. Approve Resolution 2025-26 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve Resolution 2025-26 which includes the updated 
Rental Fees for Cohasset Community Center and Bass Brook Community Center. Councilor Andy 
MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin 
Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
C. Approve Compeer Financial Sponsorship Agreement 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Compeer Financial Sponsorship 
Agreement. Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion 
carried. 
 

D. Approve Preliminary Draft of Hawkinson Construction EAW   
Added Item – Blackwater Banks – Water Sewer Service Upgrades 
 

A change order was proposed and approved for $39,592 to add two sewer and three water hookups, plus raise 
some existing water services, in the roundabout area of the Blackwater Banks development. This is to provide 
utility access for a future lot in the southwest corner of the roundabout and mitigate future costs by avoiding the 
much higher expense of tearing up the road later for utility installation. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the Change Order of $39,592 for Blackwater 
Water and Sewer Upgrades in the future. Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh 
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; 
Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
E. Approve AWAIR Safety Program increase 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the AWAIR Safety increase. Councilor Andy 
Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin 
Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
F. Approve Special Event Permit for Benson Bog Day’s 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve a second Benson Bog Day’s event September 
11th–13th, 2025.  Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 
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G. Approve Liquor License for Rocket’s LLC. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve a liquor license for Rocket’s LLC to Rodney 
Heller, beginning September 1, 2025. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: 
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon 
Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
H. Approve Budget Depreciation Transfers 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve a Budget Depreciation Transfer. Councilor 
Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, 
Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

I. Added Item – Itasca Community Television (ICTV) 3% Franchise Fees 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve contributing the city’s 3% share of the 
Franchise Fees back to ICTV. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh 
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; 
Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

J. Added Item – SEH Advertise for Bids 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tindquist to approve a SEH advertisement for bids on the 2025 
Bituminous Project. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 
 
7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 

Security Officer, Dean Scherf reported that the Running the Rapids Half Marathon was a success. “They have a 
very well put together committee and volunteers and assistance with traffic from the Sheriff's Office, Search 
and Rescue, Grand Rapids P.D., and Grand Rapids Police Reserve. And then they had all of their volunteers 
along the route to hand out water. It went off without a hitch again, which it usually does every year. Dean 
thought that 65 people ran the half marathon. 

Due to school starting next week, there will be extra traffic patrols in the area. Dean has a meeting scheduled for 
Thursday, August 28, 2025, with the school IT director to discuss security entry points at the school and city 
buildings. Also, efforts are being made to address the speeding complaints on Lake Street. 

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. 
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 
from the consent agenda and considered separately.  

8. Consent Agenda 
A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $278,490.76 
B. Approve July 14, 2025, Work Session Minutes 
C. Approve July 14, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes 
D. Approve July 16, 2025, Special City Council Meeting Minutes 
E. Approve July 28, 2025, Work Session Minutes 
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F. Approve July 28, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes 
 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the consent agenda with the changes to the July 
28, 2025, minutes. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, 
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting 
against: None; Motion carried. 
 

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:32 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski  


