MINUTES
COHASSET PUBLIC UTILITY BOARD
CITY OF 305 NW FIRST AVENUE, COHASSET, MN 55721

COHASSET MONDAY, AUGUST 4, 2025

1. Call to Order: Chair Jack Yates called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m.
2. Roll Call

Present: Chair Jack Yates, Cohasset Public Utility Board (CPUB) Members Ramona Sjostrand,
Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson, and Jim Mahon

Non-Officio Members: Public Utility Public Works Supervisor; Walt Shadley
Absent: City Council Liaison; Andy MacDonell

3. Review and Approve the Agenda

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Rachel Graf to approve the agenda with the
addition of Sewer and Water update to old business. Member Jim Mahon seconded the motion. Voting in
favor: Chair Jack Yates, Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent:
None; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

4. Resident Input
None
5. Approve CPUB Minutes
A. Approve July 7, 2025, Minutes

A motion was made by Cohasset Public Utility Board member Rachel Graf to approve July 7, 2025,
minutes with changes. Member Jim Mahon seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Chair Jack Yates,
Ramona Sjostrand, Rachel Graf, Delbert Anderson and Jim Mahon. Absent: None; Voting against:
None; Motion carried.

6. Old Business:
A. Grand Rapids Area Cable Commission

An update was shared concerning the Grand Rapids Area Cable Commission, Ramona Sjostrand mentioned that
she plans to attend the upcoming City Council meeting August 25, 2025, accompanied by the Itasca Community
Television Director; Beth George to speak with City Council and bring the CPUB recommendations to see if
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the City would consider the possibility of Cohasset taking over the finances for the Grand Rapids Cable
Commission and giving 100% of the PEG fees instead of 97%

B. Added Item — Water and Sewer Expansion

The discussion surrounding water and sewer infrastructure concentrated on the routing and interconnection of
these lines, specifically addressing tap locations at County Road 63 and County Road 76. Sites such as Winkler
and Unser were cited concerning possible expansion. A significant aspect of the dialogue involved the desire to
refrain from connecting to Grand Rapids' water system, primarily due to historical health concerns, such as the
Legionnaires' disease previously reported in Grand Rapids, thereby opting to preserve their own water system.
However, the current sewer system flows by gravity into Grand Rapids' infrastructure, with plans to continue
this method while potentially connecting to a line at 63 that leads to Highway 2, which may necessitate the
installation of lift stations. It was observed that the 62-sewer line is not only smaller but would also entail
expensive bridge redesigns for any expansion, further emphasizing the priority on route 63. Additionally, the
proposal to conduct a "show and tell" session with maps was introduced for future engagements with the city
council.

There was also discussion whether residents in trailer parks ought to be individually metered or charged as a
collective unit for their water and sewer services. The conversation highlighted the challenges and possible
"accounting nightmare" the city could face if it had to oversee multiple individual sub-meters. There was a
clear consensus favoring the idea that the city should maintain one master meter for the trailer park, while the
management has the option to install sub-meters for residents at their discretion. Sewer charges would be
determined based on the amount of water used.

C. Added Item - Tioga Street Light

The DNR plans to utilize its own equipment for a parking lot light at the launch site, opting not to replicate the
city’s existing style. The city currently possesses a solar light that requires relocation. Various placement
possibilities were explored, with Tioga Beach, near the pavilion, rising as a prominent option since it is
designated city property and has the potential to deter nighttime activities. In contrast, the bike trail was
considered inappropriate for lighting installation as it is classified as school trust land under DNR management,
distinct from city ownership. Walt expressed his intention to proceed with the light installation at Tioga Beach
and to inform the board about it without pursuing formal approval, in order to prevent any delays.

7. New Business:

A. Potholes on county roads
B. Boat Launch on hold

8. Miscellaneous Business

Jim Mahon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Delbert Anderson seconded the motion.
The motion carried.

Adjourned meeting at 11:48 am.

Respectfully submitted by:
Abby Majewski
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