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7:00 PM City Council Meeting 

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau 

Absent with Notice: Councilor Shannon Benolken 

Ex-Officio Members: Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Zoning Officer; Tony Valtinson, Security Officer; 
Dean Scherf, Itasca County Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development Manager; Matt Shermoen 

3. Resident Input 
 
None 
 
Council Info / Liaison Reports 
 
Councilors reported that Community and Economic Development Association (CEDA) is currently conducting a 
survey on behalf of the city to collect public input for a strategic plan aimed at guiding economic growth over the 
next 5-10 years. The survey is open to both residents and non-residents, ensuring that a wide range of perspectives 
are considered. For the convenience of residents, a link to the survey will be included on their utility bills, while 
paper copies can be obtained at city offices. Additionally, the survey can be accessed on the city's website, and 
flyers will be displayed in local businesses, making it easily accessible to the community. 

 
4. Approve Agenda 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the agenda with the additions of 6E and 6F. 
Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy 
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion 
carried. 

5. Administration 
 

A. Approve TNT Change Order for Community Center Roof Project 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve a TNT Change Order for the Community 
Center Roof in the amount of $7,778.23. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: 
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon 
Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
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B. Approve TNT Change Order for Blackwater Banks Project 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve a TNT Change Order for Roundabout Conduit 
Sleeves for future lighting at $3,830.00, change order RF1#1- Storage Building Spillway Erosion for 
$20,120.00, change order for Water Main Break for $6,116.00. Councilor Andy Haarklu seconded the 
motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy 
Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

C. Adopt Resolution 2025-29 Approving the preliminary 2025 tax levy collectible 
in 2026 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve Resolution 2025-29 Approving the 
preliminary 2025 tax levy collectible in 2026. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: 
Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
D. Accept Larry Gemmill Resignation from EDA 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to accept the resignation of Larry Gemmill from 
Cohasset’s Economic Development Authority (EDA). Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting 
in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: 
Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
   

E. Added Item – Land Exchange Development Agreement Resolution No. 2025-30 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve Resolution No. 2025-30, Land Exchange 
Development Agreement. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh 
Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; 
Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
F. Added Item – Letter of Support to Itasca County Environmental Services 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve a Letter of Support to Itasca County 
Environmental Services for Grant Application. Councilor Andy Haarklau seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Andy Haarklau; Absent: 
Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 

 
6. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs: 

Councilors reported that the recent test drill for a new water source to support a potential third water tower was 
unfortunately unsuccessful, prompting the city to seek other options for securing an additional water source in 
the future. The maintenance and repairs on the city water tower located by the river are nearing completion, 
with the tower undergoing sanitization. It is anticipated to be back online within a couple of weeks, addressing 
the recent water pressure issues. The plan for a new city water source is currently on hold following the 
unsuccessful test drill, which poses a potential issue for future water capacity.  

Additionally, it has been observed that a piece of fascia is still missing on the recently repaired roof of the 
Community Center, indicating an open issue that requires attention. 
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All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. 
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 
from the consent agenda and considered separately.  

7. Consent Agenda 
 
A. Approval of Claims in the amount of $284,836.69 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Andy Haarklau to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Kevin Tinquist 
seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and 
Andy Haarklau; Absent: Shannon Benolken; Voting against: None; Motion carried. 
 

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:14 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


