MINUTES

o COHASSET CITY COUNCIL
305 NORTHWEST FIRST AVENUE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2025
CITY OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COHASSET

7:00 PM City Council Meeting

1. Call to Order: Mayor Josh Casper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken
Absent with Notice: Councilor Andy Haarklau

Ex-Officio Members: Financial Controller; Barb Baird, Security Officer; Dean Scherf, Itasca County
Development Corporation (IEDC) Business Development Manager; Matt Shermoen

3. Resident Input

Kallie Laverdure, owner of Mr. Furnace, and John Krtinitch, 35533 Scenic Hwy. 7, owns and operates ASAP
Heating & Air Cond., raised their concerns about the presence of a flyer from Elite Heating and Cooling, a
competing company in the heating and cooling sector, within the city's natural gas bills.

Kelly Louder reported that five customers had called Mr. Furnace, believing that they could no longer use their
services because of the flyer. The business owners argued that this action by the city amounted to unfair
endorsement, caused confusion among customers, and violated three Minnesota state laws related to public
purpose, conflict of interest, and city ethics codes. They questioned the approval process for the inclusion of the
flyer and why other local businesses were not informed or given the same opportunity, especially considering
that the city covered the postage for these flyers.

In response, Mayor Casper acknowledged the mistake of including the flyer. They stated that they had consulted
with the city attorney and the League of Minnesota Cities, both of which confirmed the error.

Mayor Casper issued an apology on behalf of the council and clarified that the city does not have a service plan
for residents and has no intention of offering one. However, Elite Heating and Cooling approached the city with
a proposal, which was approved to be included in the flyers during a work session. The council emphasized that
this inclusion was a one-time event, and the city does not have a contractual agreement with Elite, nor does it
receive any monetary revenue from the company. They also made it clear that residents are under no obligation
to use the services of Elite.

Councilor Benolken clarified that the inclusion of the flyer did not increase the postage cost for the utility bills,
and Councilor Tinquist suggested sending a letter in the next mailing to explain that the service is not city-
backed, to address public misconceptions. The council agreed to issue a notice in the next mailing to all utility
customers, emphasizing that residents are free to choose any service provider.

4. Council Info / Liaison Reports
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Mayor Casper shared updates from a highly productive Economic Development Authority (EDA) meeting, where
the focus was on strategies to attract developers to the Blackwater Banks site and other city properties, as well as
plans for updating the city website and recruiting new EDA members. He stressed the importance of recruiting
new members for the EDA and encouraged Cohasset residents and Cohasset business owners to apply at City of
Cohasset City Hall.

5. Approve Agenda

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the agenda with the additions of 6E,6F, and 6G.
Councilor Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion
carried.

6. Administration
A. Approve Applying for 2025 Polling Place Accessibility Grant

Requesting a motion for approval to apply for a 2025 Polling Place Accessibility Grant from the state. This
particular grant offers up to $20,000 per municipality. If approved, the city plans to utilize the grant funds to
install handicap or ADA-compliant doors for the main community center. The estimated cost for this project is
approximately $10,000, pending final bids. In addition to the door installation, the council also considered using
the grant for signage related to drive-up/curbside voting.

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approving to apply for a 2025 Polling Place
Accessibility Grant. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper,
Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting
against: None; Motion carried.

B. Approve Final Payment to Contractors for Safe Route to School Project

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the final payment to contractors for the Safe
Routes to School Project in the amount of $10,749.92. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting
in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent:
Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

C. Approve Marco Technologies, LLC Copier Agreement

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the agreement with Marco Technologies, LLC.
Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy
MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion
carried.

D. Approve Mack Truck Purchase for Public Works

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve purchase of Mack Truck for Public Works
which is a budgeted Item for 2026. Councilor Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor
Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Harrklau;
Voting against: None; Motion carried.
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E. Added Item — Request for Proposal (RFP) for New City Website

A motion was made by Councilor Shannon Benolken to approve sending out 12 RFP’s to certified marketing
firms across Minnesota and the Midwest for a new city website. Councilor Andy MacDonell seconded the
motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon
Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

F. Added Item — Adopt Resolution Authorizing Application and Accepting funds from IRRRB Grant

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve Resolution 2025-28 authorizing the
application and acceptance of the funds from the Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation Board grant for
the power upgrade in the industrial park to 7 megawatts. Kevin Tinquist seconded the motion. Voting in
favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent:
Andy Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

G. Added Item — Donation for Cohasset Fire Department Fundraiser

The Fire Department is requesting reimbursement from the Cohasset Hook and Ladder fund for the purchase of
six bikes, up to a total of $900. These bikes are intended to be distributed at the fire department's annual Turkey
Bingo fundraiser, which is set to take place on October 16, 2025. The fundraiser is a significant event for the
fire department, serving as their primary fundraising activity for the year. The Bikes are particularly popular
among children and are considered a major highlight of the event. It was mentioned that the city has been
supporting this initiative for at least the past decade.

A motion was made by Councilor Kevin Tinquist to approve the reimbursement up to $900 to the Cohasset
Fire Department from the Hook and Ladder fund. Shannon Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor:
Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy
Haarklau; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

7. Miscellaneous Announcements, Reports and FYIs:

Councilor Andy MacDonell announced that the Cohasset Public Utilities Board (CPUB) meeting scheduled for
September 9th was canceled due to a lack of quorum.

Councilor Shannon Benolken informed the attendees that she would be participating in the State of the Range
event in Virginia on September 17th, sponsored by IRRRB, and also shared that she had been accepted into an
elected leader course sponsored by Northspan, which will consist of six sessions starting on September 25, 2025.

Councilor MacDonell provided a report on the setting of the preliminary levy for 2025, payable in 2026. A
1.9% increase was proposed, this is lower than the current inflation rate. The proposed increase is intended to
align with the escalating costs and to establish a dedicated fund for cemetery maintenance, which has not been
previously funded or allocated as a separate line item. Councilor MacDonell conveyed that while the increase is
not ideal, it is deemed acceptable and essential for upkeeping city services amidst inflation. It was noted that the
levy can still be decreased before its finalization in December, but it cannot exceed the initially set amount.
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All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion.
There will be no separate discussion of these matters. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed
from the consent agenda and considered separately.

8. Consent Agenda

Approval of Claims in the amount of $483,177.17
Approve August 11, 2025, Work Session Minutes
Approve August 11, 2025, Regular City Council Minutes
Acknowledge June 3, 2025, EDA Minutes

Acknowledge August 5, 2025, EDA Minutes

moaw>

A motion was made by Councilor Andy MacDonell to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Shannon
Benolken seconded the motion. Voting in favor: Mayor Josh Casper, Councilors Andy MacDonell, Kevin
Tinquist, and Shannon Benolken; Absent: Andy Haarklua; Voting against: None; Motion carried.

There being no further business, Mayor Josh Casper adjourned the meeting at 7:23 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: Abby Majewski
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